- OFFICE




- ;ﬁm{ ) B

2N

" 'zfi;‘.:."g}‘ﬂ 8154/85/44. Freach arnd Itallen Detcchuents in

: - - -n.".‘--—'-‘-"‘.-"'-"-
TELEGRAM FROM ralestine,

General Fezdquarters

" Tgypt. (tb’v?gf"oﬁ‘ib‘e) . Considers they are no longer necessary, ond
N 64 G - suscests apnroaching Covernments concerned with view
o d * to their withdrawsal. x
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(1) Tel: lic.8lEA, July 6, from G.H.Q.Egrpt to War Offie.
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(4)Lotter ® 59 June 30 " Ur.Vansittart tc JForeign Cffice

(E7572,/2/44 )
(8} June 26 " Sir Hervert Samuel (Rome) to
, Forcign 0ffice (E7569/685/44)
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(1) High Commi scioner,Palestine,asks sanction to reiurn
German and Russian deportees from Palestine now in
Egypt to their homes. G.0.C.Egypt wishes to comply,
and requests War Office sanction.

(2) G.C.C.Egypt considers French and Italian detachmente
on guard duties to Holy Places in Palestine no longer
necessary. Refers to War 0ffice Lo spproach Govern-
rmenta concerzed with viéw to their withdrawal.

(3) Conclusione submitted by Court of Enquiry(terminated
July 1) relative to riots &t Jcrusalem.

(4) Mr.Vansittsr:t transmits copy of semi-official note from
¥.Eerthelot.

‘f.Berthelct states Trench position in Syria must te &s
precisely defined as Tritish in Liesopgcilaiia tefore French
Goversament can reply to Zritish proposals. He demands
nor.-intcrference of Inglish between French &nc Eeisai,
and agrees to Anglo-French coppunication to letter ag
rieans of defiring Trench poeition.

(8) sir H.Samuel subnits propossls for Ttasie of agreement
with Feisal.
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To Har Office,

Desne 1330

SeTe2C,

RCC'j. 1500 60'7 0200

874 3., cipner» July 51h,

Still 1

consider sm-1ll French and Italian

detachments wnich are emhbloyed on gusrd dAntics to holy

ndaoecs in Pali:gtine no lONJer ne6CB8ATY,

you
of thesc detachmnts,

Ce2.Coriecs to: S,0f 5, U.3.0f S, Seo,

Ao"}u LL.}‘:O’}I HOGOC.
C.ID";DSU -T/‘IC. I.":.‘S.
Du}{n‘?' L o-“.oMo"-.'o
HeCol2 4283,
H.Q.2.(for action),
I.)OM.I. Dql‘ .}'{.I'
M.I.Q-QR.QO.Q').ISR.F\.
D,5.D, .

Iord Curzon,

Will

.Pnroach ffovemments conce™med with view to withdruwal

Paris,
F.o.énr.oliphantJ.
F.0,{Mxr,Csbornc).
IOD.C 'El
Ad,{(D,N,I, )e
I.’)g(COl.PCDYS).
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Your 53130 4.12 of Junv 9tk

Hish Germission.» P.lcatint isks sunction %o
rotum Borminn and Austrinn dknertecs from Pilesting now 1in
Eeypt t0 thodr howes,  Am meal wnxious to cormly rtut s
these are intermed (7)) with Waw office sanction requive formul
sanetion seo my desdnatch 1,8,142216/5/18 to Treepers and
reply from Lirmilint §9647 cipher M,I.5/6/18, May declsign
bo telegranhed priority as H4oh Cormissicner Paleatine

cornsiders matter urgent, -

C.2 .Copies to: S,of S. DMovs,.& Q. S.R.18.
CoeloGeSe 1'eCsI,G4 S0 Loard Curzon.
DMN.O. DI M0, T PL.0,{Mr,0lirkant).
M,2.1,10,2,20.3, F.0.(¥r,08borne},
DOH'I. l’o]‘u\‘olo Iol’cCoEo
K.T.2.(for actien), Paris,

M.I.E.Eb.?c.ﬁ.Sb.lc.sne. Ad, (DQN.I.)O
D.S.ll. Aoqo 1’.0- ’
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To:=- Tar 0Office.
repeated High Commissioners of Flexandris
and Jeruseiem,

iv-j

i

qun.tched 2000 5/7/20.
Raceived £230 6/7/20.

8172 cioher July 5th.

My 708A June l4th, Court of enguiry terninated
July lst. Desprtching by first msil copy of oroceedings end
repcert. Conclusions submittad by Court, - -
1. Prior to riot, asd-inistratiom under difficult circ mstsnces
nrinteinad eguel justice sll parties.

o. Policv of sdmiristrstiow hampered by dirsct intorfarence

from homs ruthorities rlso fect that lste pclitiesl officeil

scted 7in Qircet chsnnel of communicatiox with Forelgn Offlce,
3, 7ionist Commission attempting force hsnds ¢f sdninistra-
tiom lergely rasnonsible for nresent crisis.

4, Admiricstrstion's non~publicatiob nf Toreign O’fice.

decleratiom of policy wes sn error,

A, Militsry Govarnor st Jerusslem falled mske sdequate

prepsratiom for possible disturbance, _

6, D~cision to withdrsesw fro~ inside Jerusslem on fpril Sth

ngs error of judgment, Alignation of populetien of Pelastine
cruased byk- £, Disanpointmsnt at nor-fulfilmsnt ef nromise(s)
nede by British pronsgends, B, Yisapprehansion of true
meaning ¢ Belfour,declaretion, C. Feer 0" Jewish compatition

snd dominetiox end spparent Zionlst contril over sdministretion,

C.”. Conlzs to:- S of §, U.S, of S, Sec,
A.Q, C,*. G, M,G.C,
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Cypher telegram to Sir K. Sammel (Jerusalem ).
ize, July 1&th 1820, 3.p.z:.
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General Headnqusrters Exypt here asked War (ffice %o

vernuents corncerned with a view to withdrawal
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of French and Ttalian debachments emnloyed on suard
cuties to Holy Place iu pslestine.
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TED,
sir,
;ith reference 0 Ganora) [oodguartors,
calre telepran 10,374 G. of % {nstant to the

ay Uffice I A cirected Ly 2Tl curzson of radlioston
to wransait nerewiin for t‘nc incopmtion of e
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1as Lecn aent LO JAr Feoaxmel.
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Publication of Jerusalem Riot Zncuiry Aevort.

19th Suly, 1920.
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Next Paper

Strongly deprecates puollcatlon irrespective
of contents 28 atmos-here is at present excellent
and publication would revive controversy. wionist

Comaission: r azrecs.
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(1) Telegram No.125, July 15. from Sir H. Samuel({Jerusale
to PFPoreign Office.

(2) Telegram No.37, July 13, from Forelgn Office to Sir H.
Samuel(E.S154/85/44).

(1)Sir H. Samuel deprecates publication of report of
Jerusalem riot enquiry, which, he states, must revive v
controversye. ;

(23 Sir H. Samuel asked to state views re demend of G.C.C.
Egypt ,to War Office to approach Governments concerned,

with view to withdrawel of French and Italian detach-

ments on guard duties to Foly Places in Palestine,

b)) M. apy V0. with dhagt ko
7o L fpuktnd Bo Saford
s fprommally Commnling o

L
/7/7
V2%

(3471) Wt 22218337 50,000 10/19 J. T. & S., Ltd, 162 IMiIN
{8471) Wt¢ 39419—417 50,000 3/20 J. T. & 5., Led. 163 %gmfn%‘;



12 |

- iii FEB4J523 ol

i
Ll L }

WA PERY

, - -~ —~

POLITICAL.

Decypher. 8ir H.Saumel (Jerusziem). 15th July 1920.
D. 7.30 p.m. 15th July 1920.

R. 3.15 p.m, 18th July 1920.
No.135.

cesccace om- sccvace

Understand that report of Jerusalem riot enquiry
has been sent to you. Have not seen it but irrespective
of contents 1 strongly deprecate publication. There .
is a new administration, ammesty haa been aeclared,
passions have subsided and atmosphere at present
éexcellent. Publication must necessarily revive
controversy. Eder, Zionist commissioner agrees.
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B 8434/88/44. Poreign Office
A .
8.%.1.
“""\“;M*”.&. 3o m, 2 at 1920.
Sir,

I an directed by Earl Curzon of Kedleston te transmit
lumith for the infomation of the Axmy Council, copy of
a telegram fram Si~ H.Ssmuel, relative to the report of the
Court of Enquiry om the Jerusalem riots.

In the eircumstanses Nis Lordship truets that the repert
will not de published without previous reference to thie
Departnent.

I an,
8ir,
Your most obedient

hmbl e Servant.

(Bigned) J. A. C. TILLEY

The Secretary
to the Amy Council.
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R=elwy} E 8438/85/44

N umber

TELEGRAM FROM
Siyr d, Samuel,
Jerusilem,

No. Wn

Daed 15th July, 1920,
Rocoived 198 July, 1920,

e

-t o

Turkey.

¥rench a:nd Italian Guard Detachments in P:lestine.

Refers to F.C. telegram No.37 (E 8154/85/44l.
From locsl standpoint retention unnecessary,
withdrawal a.visable.

Last Paper.
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g.bm) tfed 16 4,1,2/
July .
(1) Tel:X¥o0.85662,July 19, from wWar Offioce to G.H....ugypt.
(2) ®* ™ 127 " 15, " Sir H.Samuel to Foreign Office
|
Contents: (1) G.0.C.Egypt is informed that German and Austrian

deportees in Egypt should be permitted to return

to their homes in Palestine under arrangements of
Sir H.Samuel, with whom the Foreign O0ffice will deal
direct.

(2) Sir E. Samuel states that from local standpoint re-
tention of French and Italian detachments on guard
duties to Holy Places is unnecessary,and their with-

i

drawal advisabple.

ey

Minutes: (Zl a%‘z yo Y/ M )w{ /A’uszw—a
iy o By
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s ECRET.

Paraphraseé.
0162/4¢7T1
Frau:= Wax offioe.

Tot= G HoQeo Egypt.
Repeated:~ Palesting.

Despatrhedis 21,00 10,7 .2Ce

662 cipher 1.1 2, 19.70200 t
85 “ P ’ - . &uﬁii 2"

Your 818 A. dated gth July 1920,////, P~ el 1.

Aprrangoment has beon nade with Forelgn office that
they should deal dlrect in thig mattor with Sir Herberti
saiwel who has alrecdy receivod tho necessory suthority from
the Forelgn Offleo. The Gernmanns and Austrians should be
permitted to retur t0 their hommes 4 Palestine under his
Aryangemonts e |

0120 Ccpiel tO:'
S.of S,
ColeGoe o D.TaleGeSe
D.M.0e DJULCo
EoO‘l' lBo 20 %' 5.
DOM.IO D'm"\.IQ
o Y- 2h. 2C¢ O 5D« lco 5, B
DoScD. LeGoe D.0O,
AQG.30(POWO}. D'POS'
D.}.{OV'EC Q'
SoRaloao
Lord Curzcohie.
FqO.(Hr.Ollphant).
F.0.(Mr.0sborne)
IoIQCQEo Paria.
Ad,.(D.N.I.),
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Decypher. B8ir H.Sammel(Jerusalem). 15th July 1920,
D, 7.50 p.m. 15th July 1330,
R. 3,45 p.n. 1léth July 1980,

No.127.

enssscsceceslfoncsncas
Muw ol 3
hokaa 2 .
Your telegram No.37. Prom local standpoint

retention unnecessary, vithdrawal advisable,
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Decypher. Sir H.Samuel(Jerusalem). 15%h July 1920,
| D, 7.30 p.m. 15th July 1330,

R, 3.48 p.a. 18th July 1920,
No.127.

sccoccscefPevcccncan i
HM«!JI 3
hw 2 .
Your telegram Ko.37. TFrom local standpoing

retemtion unnecessary, wvithdrawal advisable.
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Papers (1)Tel:No.140,July 21,from Jerusalem to Foreler Offics.
submitied (E.8683/2/44)
July rd.

(2) » " 85686," 21 " War Office ¥ G.0.C.EZypt.

Contents (1) High Commissioner reports that Jewish papers publish

Beyrout telegram stating Feisal has accepted French

conditions.

(2) War Office informs G.0.C.Egypt that matter of with-
drawal of Prench and Italiasn detachments on guard
duties to Holy Places should be referred to High
Commissioner, who should deal direct with the Foreign
Office

Hu\:ﬁ- (2) /EJ: Wi may Jﬁ‘[( Send ovm %
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M Loy sk i c%/m_@a
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C(8471) Wt 22218332 50,000 10119 J.T. &S, Ltd. 162
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Decypher. Sir H.Samuel(Jerusalsm). 15th vuly 1920.
~ D. 7.30 p.m. 15th July 1920. |

R. 3.45 p.m. 18th July 1920.
No.12T.

Your telegram No,37. From local standpoint
retention unnecessary, withdrawal advisabie.
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SECRET.

raraphrase,
Fran:- Far Office, .
D6ie  G.CsC., EGUPtoe nt::; :..:“
Despatrhedis 19,00 21.7.,20.

85686 eipher E.0.2. 2V.7,20. (121/Meditn./5659}.

Refsronne rour 874 G.of 5th July. Ac a proposal of
this naturo imvolvos international diplomatic action, 1t
1g nronaideradthat it should erenate fram High Cami sioner
for P~1-8tins. You should, therefore, refor the matter to

the High Cawnissioner who should deal direct with the

" Forcign Officc.

Ce2s Coplzcs 0=

S.of S. .S.of Se Sce.

AL, ~.k4.u. HeGaOe e ‘.ll\(‘o
ColeGe3e DaCoIlalieS,

D.M.O. D-n Ll'o.

¥H.0,1e 2. .2 B. 3,

D.M.I1, Dels Molo

H.I.Q. 2&. 2Ce Do 30 . 6.

D.S.De

Lord Curzon, Paris, I.D.C.I.
F.0.(Mr,0liphant). F.0.(Mr.0sborne;.
Ade{DeNeI o)

I.O.(COl.Paoys). I.0, (HI'.G'Lrbett).
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Tell
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sir B
15th

.)2
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D .
B ro

o, July , 1920

Sir: - (L(
With refcerence to letter No.
E.8154/85/44 of the 1l4th inst:nt from
@his Department on the subject of.the

French and Ital ian detachments in Jerusa-
lem, I am directed stc. to tranémit to
you herewith copy of t elegram No.l27 from
Sir Hervert Samuel on this subject. Lord
Curzon, who is in agrecment with S;r
Herbert Samuel's views, would be glad to

Corer Connicd gommsdin. Thnk 1

learn whether the(matter is one wt#h whic

Hrdid b deallt wrids. b/

[the Yar O0ffice wiki—édewd: through their

Military Liaison Officers,or whether they

would prefer the French and It. *ian

Fovernmensts

h




Governments to Dbe

Department.

approached by this
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fff..b&}:’l 8599/85/44
FROM Sir E. 3amuel,
Jerusalem.

No. 1 .

Dated 18%th July, 1920.
Received 21st July, 1920.

E: Turkey.

e Nl AP N

wL‘ast Paper.

- A -

e m e wm o~ v« s

situation in Palestine
Qeporits s>tisiactory recepol

in the declarsation capable ©
Reports arrival in Palesti
a leadin~ Arab
will is of impor
attention.

and H:ifa embodying

e-assured. States he is

ures to put inbo effect the points
£ immediate enforcement.

ne ofrufeifan rasha,
Sheikh irom yrans-Jordania. His good-
tance and he is being shown every

149
UL 218920
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on of his speeches

"he Jews ppear
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_This Document is the Propertv of His Britannic Majesty's Government. )

A Ne. 8.—ARCHIVES.

EASTERN. {July 21.!
CONFIDENTIAL. SECTION 4,
[E 8599 85 44! No. L.

Sir H. Sumuel to Earl Curzon.—(Received July 21.)
( No. 1.) ' '
My Lord Jerusalem, J uly 12, 1920.

[ BEG to report that I arrived at Jafia on H.M.S. = Centaur ' in the morning
of the 30th June, and at Jerusalem in the afternoon of that day. The municipality
of cach of those towns presented an address of welcome. The military authorities
had taken very full precautions, in view of the possibility of disturbances, but there
was no untoward incident of any kind. The po ulation was not demonstrative, but
such expressions of feeling as there were, from tﬁe crowds that had assembled in the
streets, were cordial and friendly. Major-General Bols, the retiring Chief Adminis-
trator. received me at his office, and I was able to discuss the present situation with
him. He left the same evening. :

I had arranged from London that the Military Governors of the various districts
should be summoned to Jerusalem on the 1st July, and on that morning 1 held a
conference with them and with the heads of the departments of Administration.
1 communicated to those present your Lordship’s letter of appointment, and went
throuch with them the several points in the statement of policy which I intended
to make at assemblies of notables at Jerusalem and Haifa a few days later. On the
following morning Lieutenant-General Congreve, the Commander-in-Chief of the

Egyptian Expeditionary Force, and Major-General Shea, the senior Divisional

General in Palestine, both of whom had been good enough to meet me on my arrival
at Jafia. came to Jerusalem for the discussion of a number of matters in which the
civil and military authorities were jointly concerned. —

The assemblies took place at Jerusalem on the 7th July and at Haifa on the
sth July. There had been many reports that the Moslem leaders would refuse to
attend, as a protest against the pro-Zionist policy of His Majesty's Government, and
particularly against my own appointment: and 1t is certain that in many places the
active members of the opposition did their utmost to organise a boycott. Those
efforts were quite unsuccessful. Although for a few days, and in certain districts,
some of the leading men were wavering as to the course they would pursue, in the
end. with exceedingly few exceptions, t%ey all attended.

The assemblies proved to be fully representative of all creeds and of all sections
of opinion, with the exception of a very small group of extremists. The result
showed that it was right not to have been deterred by the somewhat alarmist accounts
of the state of opinion in Palestine, which had been transmitted from time to time,
but to have put the situation to the test at once.

The assemblies at Jerusalem consisted of about 230 persons, and at
Haifa, the invitations having been distributed rather more freely. of a somewhat
larger number. At both I read in English the message to the people of Palestine
which His Majesty the King had been p:ieased to send. The message was then trans-
lated into Arabic and into Hebrew, the audience standing meanwhile. I then
delivered the speech of which a copy is appended in this despatch. (Annex Al
Arabic and Hebrew translations were read. The proceedings concluded with the
reading in the three languages of a Jetter from Lord Allenby, who would have been
present at one or other of the gatherings, but for an unfortunate accident which
confined him to his room at the time.

The reports which have so far been received are unanimous that the pronounce-
ments at these assemblies have had an excellent effect. The Jewish population is very
satisfied: while the Moslems, who had expected the declaration of a much more
drastic policy, are relieved and reassured. The Grand Mufti of Jerusalem said
in the course of conversation of the reception which followed the ceremony, * To-day,
for the first time for many weeks, I feel that T may smile. ' Although the extremists
will no doubt continue their criticisms, and show signs already of putting false
interpretations on some of the points, there is every reason to believe that the
pronouncement has greatly relaxed the tension which has existed for so long.
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Without attempting to forecast the future, for the time being, at least, the
political situation in Palestine may be regarded as favourable. . _

I'am now engaged in preparing the measures that are necessary to put into effect
the points in the declaration which are capable of immediate enforcement. I will
report upon those measures in due course, S .

As a consequence of the establishment of a civil administration several of the
official designations previously in use have been changed. .

I append a copy of an announcement which has been made on this subject.
(Anhnex B.) , ’

I have made no reference in any public statement to the fact.that my own
functions include those of Commander-in-Chief of the forces in Palestine. Without
an explanation of the meaning to be attached to that title—and even with such an
explanation—the public mind would be likely to be confused by its use, and tle
military authorities embarrassed.

[ shall bring into eflect very shortly the reduction in the number of District
Governorates from ten to six, which was contemplated in the budget submitted by
the late Chief Administrator last April. The political branch of the military
administration will become a part of the new civil secretariat. These and other
adjustments will involve a number of staff changes. which will soon be carried into
effect.  Mr. Wyndham Deedes, C.M.G.. D.S.0.. whom I have appointed as civil
secretary. will not take up his duties until the end of August. Meanwhile Colonel
Storrs, C.M.G., (".B.E.. the Governor of the Jerusalem District, is acting in that
capacity. I am receiving tfrom kim invaluable assistance.

The condition of the country is at present quite tranquil. There is no sign of
any renewal of the raids which took place earlier in the vear.

There has arrived in Palestine within the last few days, Rufeifan Pasha, a
leading Arab sheikh from Kerak. He controls the tribes of Trans-Jordania through-
out a large stretch of country to the east of the Dead Sea. He adopts an independent
attitude towards Faisal. who, however, has recently appointed him a major-general.
In a conversation which I have had with Rufeifan Pasha, he gave satisfactory
assurances of friendliness towards the British administration. His goodwill is of
importance. and he i< being shown every attention during his visit.

I have, &c.
HERBERT SAMUEL,
High Commissioner for Palestine.

Enclosure 1 in No. 1.
ANNEX A.

Speeck delirered by the Right Hon. Sir H. Samuel to Assemblies of Notables at
Jerusulem and Haifa.

I AM commanded by His Most Excellent Majesty King George the Fifth to
communicate to you the following message :—

To the People of Palestine,

The Allied Powers whose arms were victorious in the late war have entrusted to

my country a mandatz to watch over the interests of Palestine and to ensure to vour
country that peaceful and prosperous development which has so long been denied to
you.
Trecall with pride the large part played by my troops under the command o*
Field-Marshal Lord Allenby in freeing your country from Turkish rule, and I shall
indecd rejoice if I and my people can also be the instruments of bringing within your
reach the blessings of a wise and liberal administration.

I desire to assure Egu of the absolute impartiality with which the duties of the
mandatory Power will be carried out, and of the determination of my Government to
respect the rights of every race and every creed represented among you, both for the
reriod which has still to elapse before the terms of the mandate can be finally approved

y the League of Nations, and in the future when the mandate has become an accom-
plished fact.

You are well aware that the Allied and Associated Powers have decided that
measures shall be adopted to secure the gradual establishment in Palestine of a
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National House for the Jewish people. These measures will not in any way efiect the
civil or religious rights or diminish the prosperity of the general population of
Palestine. o
The High Commissioner whom I have ap inted to carry out these principles
will, I am confident, do so whole-heartedly an effectively, and will endeavour to
promote in every possible way the welfare and unity of all classes and sections among

you.

"I realise profoundly the solemnity of the trust involved in the government of a
country which is sacred alike to Christian, Mohammedan, and Jew, and I shall watch
with deep interest and warm sympathy the future progress and development of a
State whose history has been of such tremendous 1mport to the world.

GEORGE R. axp 1.

His Majesty has been pleased to confer upon me the appointment as his Higt
Commissioner to preside over the Civil Administration which is now established.
The principles which will govern the policy of that Administration have been
expressed in the gracious message which I ‘have read to vou. In what-
ever part of the world British rule prevails, there is there a complete
freedom and equality for all religions; that is, equal justice for every person in the
land, regardless of his station. his race or his creed; order is maintained with a firm
hand; corruption is suppressed; taxation is made e uitable for the people: the
economic development of the country is promoted. and the prosperity of the inhabi-
tants is increased. Great Britain asks for no privileges for herself. No tribute 1s
drawn to swell her own revenues. The taxes paid by the people are spent for the
benefit of the people. These are the Sound principles of government. Theyv are the
foundation of the greatness of the British Empire. Under the mandate conferred
by the Powers, and under the superintendence of the League of Nations, these are the
. rules which will direct the Administration of Palestine.

. The boundaries of the country to the north and the east have not yet been
determined. I trust that a satisfactorv settlement may be reached without undue
delay. SR
- }Palestine will constitute a separate Administration, in direct communication
with His Majesty’s Ministers in London.
. WHen the mandate has been passed through its final stages, the civil service of
. the country will be established on a permanent footing. with security of employment,
subject to efficiency and good behaviour, and with pension rights for certain classes
of its officers. The higher ranks will consist in the main of British officials, until
such time as an increasing number of Palestinians, fully qualified for the task, ar:
able to undertake a larger share in the conduct of the administration. The other
ranks will be open to Palestinians, irrespective of creed.

The honesty of officials is the first condition of good administration. The
Government will proceed with the utmost rigour of the law against any person who
gives, or who offers, a bribe to any of its servants, or to any member or official of a
municipality, and will equally proceed against any person, whether his station be
high or low, who accepts a briﬁe.

I am about to nominate an Advisory Council, small in number, consisting in
majority of officials of the Government, but containing alse ten unofficial members,
chosen from the various sections of the people. The Advisory Council will meet,
under my presidency, at frequent intervals. The drafts of ordinances, dealing with
matters of importance, and the annual financial budget, will be submitted to the
Council for its advice. The unofficial members will be free also to raise questions to
which they desire the attention of the Government to be directed. The ccnclusions
of the Council will be made public. Such has been, in many parts of the British
Empire, the first stage in the development of self-governing institutions. I trust
that, in the course of time, a similar evolution may take place in Palestine from these
beginnings.

In the draft Treaty of Peace with Turkey an article is inserted providing for
the appointment by the British Government of a Special Commission, to study and
regulate all questions and claims relating to the different religious communities in
Palestine. In the composition of this Commission the religious interests concerned
will be taken into account. The chairman of the Commission will be appointed by the
Council of the League of Nations. ~When the treaty with Turkey is concluded,
subject to an .changes that may be made in the interval, a Commission will be estab-
lished accordingly. Meanwhile all questions with which the Commission will be
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called upon to deal, including any that may relate to the Holy Places, will be held 1n
suspense. _ ‘ .

The time has now happily arrived when the economic development of the
country, long held back by the existence of a state of war and by its consequences,
may be actively undertaken. The measures designed to promote the establishment
of the Jewish national home will greatly assist that development.

Land sales, and other transactions in land, will be resumed at a very early date.
They will be subject to certain restrictions designed to prevent speculation in land,
which will be defined in an ordinance to be enacted immediately. _

{ propose to appoint a Land Commission, consisting of a British official and two
other members, in which Jews, Mohammedans and Christians may have full
confidence, whose function will be to ascertain what lands are available for closer
settlement, to promote the development of the country, and to ensure that no injustice
is suffered by existing cultivators, graziers and owners. ' o

A cadastral survey of the land is about to be begun. In connection with it a Land
Settlement Court will be established. Their purpose is to settle the boundaries and
the titles of properties, and so to avoid the constant disputes and litigation which
have hitherto been a source of trouble to the population. It will take time for this
survey to cover the whole country, but it will be pressed forward with all practicable
8 .

The early establishment of banks for the grant of long-term credits for agricul-
turists and for urban businesses will be promoted.

The railways will be taken over very shortly by the Civil Administration. The
necessary works will be carried out, before the rains, to prevent a repetition of the
interruptions of the lines which caused loss and inconvenience last winter. The
railway from Jaffa to Ludd will be widened. Other railway developments are in
contemplation for the future. ) '

There is under consideration a large programme of public works, including the
construction and improvement of roads, the development of telegraphic and telephonic
communication, the provision of electric power throughout the country, the construc-
tion of a harbour at Haifa, the drainage of swamps, and the afforestation of suitable
lands. Some of these costly enterprises must be postponed until larger financial
resources are available. I hope, however, to be able to arrange for a loan, as soon as
the status of the country is finally decided, of such amount as will enable a beginning
to be made with some portions of this programme. Other portions may be carried
out in whole or in part, through the eﬂ%rrts and with the resources of non-Govern-
mental agencies. _

The Devartment of Public Health will labour for the improvement of the health
of the population and particularly for the extirpation of malaria.

As the revenues of the country expand with ite increasing prosperity, the
Department of Education will be able to accomplish more for the education of the
people. the first condition in every country of a high standard of civilsation. ‘

The historic buildings which help to render Jerusalem an object of profound
interest f visitors from all parts of the world will be reverently preserved, and
measures will be taken to improve the aspect of the ancient city. Archaological
research will be promoted. Steps will be taken to secure the proper planning 8% the
ne\v_%l]larters that may be expected to arise in many of the towns of Palestine.
Unsightly advertisements will be prohibited. Every effort will be made to encourage
the visits of pilgrims and travellers to the Holy Land. -

The development of the country will not only promote the well-being of its present
population, but will furnish a livelihood to a large additional number. Indeed, it
cannot be carried out without the introduction of additional man-power. The ports
and frontiers will shortly be opened to a limited immigration, its numbers propor-
tioned to the employment and housing accommodation available in the country.

An ordinance will be issued almost immediately, establishing a Government
control over immigration and defining the conditions under which 1mmigrants will

be admitted.

In the hope that the feelings that gave rise to the unhappy disturbances in

' Jerusalem three months ago are now allayed..and that there is a prospect of greater

harmony among all elements of the population, I hereby declare an amnesty to those
who are now in confinement as a result of those disturbances, and to all political
prisoners in Palestine. Their civil and political rights will be restored in full. This

. amnesty does not include the two men who, having given bail: nevertheless did not

]



“\

\ -'5

i .- e ' - o oy
surrender to justice, NOr the two men who took
commit an abominable crime. S
It will not be ‘supposed that this a.mnest]y
lightly. regarded. Should they recur, they wil
at my command, and a similar forbearance would

be suppresse

hand of clemency also to a number of
the law, whose cases are thoge

As to myself, 1 prefer that my future actions, rather
declare to the people my devotion to the interests of this
country, and the spirit of impartiality 1n which T undertake
to my hands.

{ pray that.the blessing of the Almighty

advantage of the disturbance to

implies that such disturbances are
d with all the resources
not be shown on
. To celebrate the inauguration of the new administration, I

) | persons nNow imprisoned for offences against .},
most deserving of merciful consideration.
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another occasion.
shall extend the

than my words, should
historic and venerable
the high task pntrusted

God. before whom Mohammedan,

Christian and Jew bow 1n equal reverence, may rest upon this Assembly and upon

all the people of this land.

Enclosure 2 in No. 1.
ANNEX B.

Gazette '’
dministration in Palestine.

Announcement in the ™ Officral
Cicid A

THE Right Honourable Sir Herbert
and from the 1st instant as

with regard to the establishment of a

Samuel, P.C., G.B.E,, assumed office as
His Britannic Majesty’s High Commissioner for

Palestine, with the charge of establishing a Civil Government in the place of the

Military Administration.

Certain changes of designation will consequently take place.

Occupied Enemy Territory Administration is now
and its Headquarters, Government House, Jerusalem.
Military Governors are entitled District Governors.
The High Commissioner

Civil Secretary:
Legal Secretary: Mr. Norman Bentwich,
District Gocernor
As Mr. Wyndham
be temporarily occupied by
Military Secretary and
Pricate Secretary: Mr J. P. K. Groves.
{ssistant Private Secretary: Mr. M. Nurock.

M.C.

Mr. Ronald Storrs.

due course.
R. STORRN>, A

Other appointments will be announced 1n

Gorvernment House, Jerusalem,
July 5, 1920.

the Government of Palestine,

has made the following appointments :—
Mr. Wyndham Deedes, G.M.G., D3.O.

of Jerusalem: Mr. Ronald Storrs, CM.G., C.B.E.
Deedes is at present on leave, the post of Civil Secretary

will

Aide-de-Camp: Captain Lord Edward Hay.

cting Civil Secretary.



HICH COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE,

JERUSALEM.

12th JyIy,T920

Dear Sir John Tilley,

I enclose my firs

E 8601
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[

relating to affairs in Palestine, and I should be

nmuch obliged if you would send a copy of 1t to

Deedes.

I am writing also

letter to the King, sending him a copy

a short

of his

Nessage,in the three languages,as distributed at

the Jerusalem Assembly.

Yours sincerely,

;%ﬁb&/@vv¢ /2*'~”v-47{

encl.
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1 beg to report that I arrived at Jaffa on

H.:.c.Centaur in the morning of June 30th, and at
Jerusalem in the afternoon of that day. The
lunicipality of each of those towns presented an
address of welcone. The military authorities had
taken very full precautions, in view of the possibility

of disturbances, but there was no untoward incident of

any kind. The population was not dermonstrative, but
such expressions of feeling as there were, from the
crowds that had assembled in the streets, were cordial
and friendly. Jla jor-General Bols, the retiring Chief
Administrator, received me at his office, and I was avle
1o discuss the present situation with him., He left

the same evening.

I had arranced from London that the lilitary
covernors of the various districts should be sumoned
to Jerusalem on July 1lst, and on that morning I held a
Conference with them, and with the Ileads of the
Departments of the Administration., I comrunicated to
those present Your Lordship's Letter of Appointment,
and went through w;th them the several points 1in the
statement of policy which I intended to make at
Assemblies of lotables at Jerusalem and Haifa a few
days later. On the following morning Lieut-5eneral
Congreve, the Commander-in-hief of the E.F.T. and
I‘a jor-General thea, the senior Divisional General in
Palestine, both of whom had been good enough to meel

me on my arrival at Jaffa, came to Jerusalem for the
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discussion of a number of matters in which the
Civil and Military Authorities were jointly concerned.

The Assemblies took place at Jerusalem on July 7th
and at Haifa on July 8th. There had been many reportis
that the Moslem leaders would refuse to attend, as a
protest against the pro-Zionist policy of H.¥.
Government and particularly against my own appointment;
end it is certain that 1n many places the active
merbers of the opposition did their utmost to
organise a boycott. Those efforts were quite
unsuccessful. Although for a few days, and in certain
districts, some of the leading men were wavering as 1o
the course they would pursue, in the end, with
exceedingly few exceptions, they all attended. ‘

The Assemblies proved to be fully representative -
of all creeds and of all sections of opinior, with the
exception of a very small group of extremists., The
result showed that it was right not to have been
deterred by the somewhat alarmist accounts of the state
of opinion in Palestine, which had been transmitted
from time to time, but to have put the s@tuation to -
the test at once.

The Assembltr& at Jerusalem consisted of about

250 persons, and at liaifa, the invitations having been
distributed rather more freely, of a somewhat larger
number. At both I read in Fnglish the lessage to
the people of Palestine wmhich H.Y. the King had been
pleased to send., The message was then translated into

Arebic and into Hebrew, the audience standing meanwhile,
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I then delivered the speech of which a copy is

appended in this despatch. (Annex A).

Arabic and Hebrew translations were read.

The proceedings concluded with the reading in the

three languages of a letter from Lord Allernby,

who would have been present at one or other of the
7atherings, but for an unfortunate accident which

confined him to his room at the time.

The reports which have sO far been received are

unanimous that the pronouncements at these Assembliles
have had an excellent effect. The Jewish population
ig very satisfiedy #hile the Noslems, who had expected
the declaration of a much more drastic policy, are
relieved and re-assured. The Grand lufti of Jerusalem
said, in the course of conversation at the reception
vhich followed the ceremony, "to-day, for the first
time for many weeks, I feel that I may smile".
Although the extremlists will no doubt continue their
criticisms, and show signs already of putting false
interpretations on some of the points, there is every
reason to believe that the pronouncement has greatly
relaxed the tension which has existed for so long.

%ithout attempting to forecacst the future, for the
time being, at least, the political situation in
Palestine may be regarded as favourable.

I am now engaged in preparing the measures that
are necessary to put into effect the points in the
declaration which are capable of immediate enforcement.
I will report upon those measures in due course.

As a consequence of the establishment of a

03vil Administration several of the officlal



designations previously in use have been changed.

I append a copy of an anmouncement which
vas been made on this subject. (Annex B).

I have made no reference in any public
statement to the fact that my own functions include
those of Cormander-in-Chief of the forces in |
Palestine. without an explanation of the meaning
to be attached to that title - and even with such
an explanﬁtion - the public mind would be likely
to be confused by its use, and the military
authorities embarassed.

I shall bring into effect very shortly
the reduction in the number of District Governorates
from ten to six, which was contemplated in the budget
submitted by the late Chief Administrator last April.
The rolitical Branch of the Nilitary administration
will become a part of the new Civil cecretariat.
These and cther adjustments willl involve a number
of staff changes, which will soon be carried into
effect. Vr.Wyndham Deedes, C.Y.G.,D.S.O. whom I
have ap;ointed as Civil Secretary, will not take up
his duties until the end of August. l'eanvhile
Colonel Storrs,t.l.G.,C.B.FE., the Governor of the
Jerusalem District, is acting in thatl capacity. 1
am receiving from him invaluable assistance.

The condition of the country is at present
quite tranquil, There is no sign of any renewal of

the raids which took place earlier in the year.
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There has arrived in Palestine within the
last few days, Rufeifan Pasha, a leading Arab

sheikh from Xerak. He coatrols the tribes of

Trans-Jordania throughout a large stretch of
country to the east of the Dead Sea. He adopts
an independent attitude towards Faisal, who,
however, has recently abpointed him a lajor-General.
In a conversation which I have had with Rufeifan
Pasha, he gave satisfactory assurances of
friendliness towards the Eritish administration.
His goodwill 1is of importance, and he is being
shown every attention during his visit.

I have the honour to be, with the hizhest

respect,
¥y Lord,

Your Lordship's most obedient humble Servant,

/MM/} .fw’/(

HIGH COLLISSIONER
FOR PALESTIIE.

His Majesty's
Principal Secretary of State for Foreirn Affairs,
Foreiszn Office,
LOYDON.



I am commanded by His Most Excellent Majesty King George the Fiith, to communicate to you the

following message : — ~
TO THE PEOPLE OF PALESTINE: — |
The Allied Powers whose Arms twere victorious in the late War have entrusted to My Country a Mandate

to watch over the interests of Palestine and to ensure to your Country that peaceful and prosperous development
which has so long been denied to you. |

I recall with pride' the large part played by My troops under the Command of Field Marshal Lord
Allenby in freeing your Country from Turkish rule, and I shall inde d rejoice if I and My people can also be
the instruments of bringing within your reach the blessings of a wise and liberal administration. |

I desire to assure you of the absolute impartiality with which the duties of the Mandatory Power will be
carried out, and of the determination of My Government to respect the rights of every race and every creed
represented among you, both for the period which has still to elapse before the terms of the Mandate can be
finally approved by the League of Nations, and in the future when the Mandate has become an accomplished fact.
| You are well aware that the Allied and Associated Powers have decided that measures shall be adopted
to secure the gradual establishment in Palestine of a National Home for the Jewish People. These measures will
not in any way affect the civil or religious rights or diminish the prosperity of the general population of Palestine.

The High Commissioner whom I have appointed to carry out these principles will, T am confident, do
so whole - heartedly and effectively, and will endeavour to promote in every possible way the welfare and unity
of all classes and sections among you. |

I realise profoundly the solemnity of the trust involved in the government of a Country which is sacred
alike to Christian, Mohammedan, and Jew, and I shall watch with deep interest and warm sympathy the future
progress and development of a State whose history has been of such tremendous import to the World,

GEORGE R. and L

His Majesty has been pleased to confer upon me the appointwent as his High Commissioner to preside
over the Civil Administration - .which. is now established. The principles which will govern the.policy of that
Administration have been expressed in the gracious message which I have read to you. In whatever part of the
world British rule prevails, there is there a complete freedom and equality for all religions; there is equal justice
for every person in the land, regardless of his station, his race or his creed; order is maintained with a firm hand;
corruption is suppressed; taxation is made equitavle for the people; the economic development . of the country is
promoted, and the prosperity of the inhabitants 1s increased. Great Britain asks for no privileges for herself.
No tribute is drawn to swell her own revenues, The taxes paid by the people are spent for the benefit of the
people. These are the sound principles of Government. They are the foundations of the greatness of the British
Empire. Under the Mandate .conferred by the Powers, and under the superintendence of the League of Nations,
these are the rules which will direct the Administration of Palestine,

The boundaries of the country to the. North and the East have not yet been determined. I trust that

a satisfactory settlement may be reachéd without undue delay.
Palestine will constitute a separate Administration, in direct communication with  His Majesty’s

Ministers in London.

When the Mandate has been passed through its final stages, the Civil Service of the country will be
established on a permanent footing, with security of employment, subject to efficiency and good behaviour, and
with pension rights for certain classes of its officers. The higher ranks will consist ‘in the main of British officials,
until such time as an increasing number of Palestinians, fully qualified for the task, are able to undertake a larger
share in the conduct of the administration. The other ranks will be open to Palestinians, irrespective of creed.

The -honesty -of -officials is the :first condition of. good administration, The, Govermnent._’will,‘proceed__with”_‘ _

the utmost rigour of the law against any person who gives, or who offers, a bribe to any of its servants, or to any
member or official of a municipality, and will equally proceed against any person, whether his station be high
or low, who accepts a bribe., :

I am about to nominate an Advisory Council, small in number, consisting in majority of officials of the
Government, but containing also ten unofficial members, chosen from the various sections of the people. The
Advisory Council will meet, under my Presidency, at frequent intervals. The drafts of Ordinances, dealing with
matters of importance, and the annual financial Budget, will be submitted to the Council for its advice. The unofficial
members will be free also to raise questions to which they desire the attention cf the Government to be directed.
The conclusions of the Council will be made public. Such has been, in many parts of the British Empire, the first
stage in the development of 'self-governing institutions. I trust that, in course of time, a similar evolution may take
place in Palestine from these beginnings. | |

In the Draft Treaty of Peace with Turkey an article is inserted providing for the appointment by the
British Government of a Special Commission, to study and regulate all questions and claims relating to the different
religious communities in Palestine. In the (fomposition of this Commission the religious interests concerned will be

taken into account. The Chairman of the Commission will be appointed by the Council of the League of Nations.-,..

\\
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When the Treaty with Turkey is concluded, subject to any changes that may be made in the interval, a Commission
will be established accordingly. Meanwhile all questions with which the Commission will be called upon to deal,
including any that may relate to the Holy Places, will be held in suspense. .

The time has now happily arrived 'when the economic development of the couniry, long held back by
the existence of a state of war and by its consequences, may be actively undertaken. The measures designed to
promote the establishment of the Jewish National Home will greatly assist that development.

Land sales, and other transanctions in land, will be resumed at a very early date. They will be subject
to certain restrictions designed to prevent speculation in land, which will be defined in an Ordinance to e
enacted immediately. |

1 propose to appoint a Land Commission, consisting of a British official and two other members, in
which Jews, Mohammedans and Christians may have full confidence, whose function will be to ascertain what
lands are available for closer settlement, to promote the development of the country, and to ensure that no
injustice is suffered by existing cultivators, -graziers and owners.

A Cadastral Survey of the land is about to be begun. In connection with it a Land Settlement Court
will be established. Their purpose is to settle the boundaries and the titles of properties, and so to avoid the
constant disputes and litigation which have hitherto been a source of trouble to the population. It will take time
for this survey to cover the whole country, but it wili be pressed forward with all practicable speed.

The early establishment of banks for the grant of long term credits for agriculturists and for urban
businesses will be promoted. '

The tailways will be taken over very shortly by the Civil Administration. 'I'he necessary works will be
carried out, before the rains, to prevent a repetition of the interruptions of the lines which caused loss and
inconvenience last winter. The railway from Jaffa to Ludd will be widened. Other railway developments are in
contemplation for the future. |

There is under consideration a large programme of public works, including the construction - and
improvement of roads, the development of telegraphic and telephonic communication, the provision of electric
power throughout the country, the construction of a harbour at Haifa, the drainage of swamps, and the afforestation
of suitable lands. Some of these costly enterprises must be postponed until larger financial resources are availablc.
I hope, however, to be able to arrange for a loan, as soon as the status of the country is finally decided, of such
amount as will enable a beginning to be made with some portions of this programie. Other portions may be
carried out in whole or in part, through the efforts, and. with the resources of non-Governmental agencies.

The Department of Public Health will labour for the improvement of the health of the population and
particularly for the extirpation of malaria.

As the revenues of the country expand with its increasing prosperity, the Department of Education will
be able to accomplish more and more for the education of the people, the first condition in every country of a
high standard of civilisation. |

The historic buildings which help to render Jerusalem an object of profound interest to visitors from all
parts of the world, will be reverently preserved, and measures will be taken to improve the aspect of the ancient
city. Archaeological research will be promoted. Steps will be taken to securc the proper planning of the new
quarters that may be expected to arise in many of the towns of Palestine. Uunsightly advertisements will be
prohibited. Every effort will be made to encourage the visits of pilgrims and travellers to the Holy Land.

The development of the country will not only promote the wellbeing of its present population, but will
furnish a livelihood to a large additional number. Indeed, it cannot be carried out without the introduction of
additional man-power. The ports and frontiers will shortly be opened to a limited immigration, its numbers
proportioned to the employment and the housing  accommodation available in the country.

An Ordinance will be issued almost immediately, establishing a Government control over immigration
and defining the conditions under which immigrants will be admitted.

In the hope that the feelings that gave rise to the unhappy disturbances -1n i]erusalelu three months
ago are Now allayed, and that there is a prospect of greater harmony among all ele:uel_lts of the populatioz, I
hereby declare an amnesty to those who are now in coafinement.as a result of those Mistttrl)allces,-'=and~-to all
political prisoners in Palestine. Their civil and political rights will be restored in full. This amnesty does not
include the two men who, having given bail, nevertheless did not surrender to justice, noithe two men who took
advantage of the disturbance to commit an abominable crime. B - .

It will not be supposed that this amnesty implies that such disturbances are lightly regarded. Should
they recur, they will be suppressed with all the resources at my command, and a similar forbearance would not
be shown on another occasion. - ‘

To celebrate the inauguration of the new administration, T shall extend the hand of clemency also to
a number of persons now imprisoned for offences agaiust the law, whose cases are those most deserving of merciful
consideration. ' .

As to myszlf, T prefer that my future acticns, rather than my words, should declare to the pzople my
devotion to the interests of this historic and venerable couatry, and the spirit of impartiality in which I undertake
the high task entrusted to my haunds. | -

I pray that the blessing of the Almighty God, before whom Mohammedan, Christian and Jew bow in
equal reverence, may rest upon this Assembly and upon all the people of this land,

- *
| s
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HEBRON TULKERAM (& D.D.0s).

Press.
0fficial Gazettd.

The Right fonourahle Sir Herhert Samwel, P.C.,G.B.E.,
assumed office as and from the lst.inst.,as His Britannic
Najesty's High Commissioner for Palestins, with the charge of
establishing a Civil Government in the place of the Military :
Administration. i

Certain cha:ges of designation will consequently take j
place.

Occupied Enemy Territory Administration is now the
Governmeny of Palestine, and its Headquart~rs, Government FHouse
Jerusalem.,

Military Governors =mre entitled District Governors.,

oy S T— ‘

The HighY Commissioner has made the following
aprointments: -

Civil Secretary:- Mr .%Wyndham Deedes, C.M.G.,D.5.0. ,j

Legal Secretary:- Mr.Norman Bentwich, M.C.

District Governor of Jerusalem:- Mr.konald Storrs, C.M.G.,C.B.E.
A8 Mr.y/mdram Deedes 1s at present on leave, the

post of Civil Secretary will he temporarily occupled by
Mr.Ronald Storrs.

Military Secretary & Alde de Camp:- Captain Lord Edward Hay.

Private Secreta£1: Mr.J.P.K.7roves.

Agssistant Private Secretary:- Mr .M.Nurock.

Other appointments will he announced in due courss.

fovernment House, (Sgd) R.Storrs

Jerusalem. a/Civil Secretary.
5th.July, 1920,

Copy to:- Colonel Symes, C.M.G. Min'atry of the Inter'or, Egypt.
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Sir:-
a / 7¢-f I have received your Despatob No.l of
- the 1l2th {pstant, with enclosures, gnn 1

note with muah satisfaction the partioulars

of your reception in Palestine. The

attitude of the Grand Mufti appears to me

to be esapecislly significant, and I have noO

doubt that you will be able toO retain the

confidence of all sections of the people.

The measures which you &re bringing into

da At
effect haveMroval. and you may rely

close support in the execution of

upoad my

the policy 80 admirably outlined in your

opening apeech. 1 trust that the success

of the Openihg days of your Administration
mey be a heppy augury for the future 1

development of Palestine.




No. 134. FOREIGK OPFICE,
(E 8599/88/44) VA S.¥.1.
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“ ™  20th July, 1920C.

sir,

I have received your Despatch No. 1 of the 12th
instant, with enclosures, and I note with much satisfaction the
particulars of your recertion in Palestine. The attitude
of the Grand Mufti appeers to me to be especially significant,
and I have no doubt that you will be able to retain the
confidence of all sections of the people. The messures which
you are bringing into effect have my entire approval, and you
may rely upon my close support in the execution of the policy
so admirably outlined in your opening speesh. I trust that
the success of the opening days of your Administration may be
& happy sugury for the future development of Palestine.

I am, with great truth and regard,
Sir,
Your most obedient,

humble “ervant,

The Right Honourabdle
Sir Herdert Samuel, G.%.E.,
otc. eto. ota.
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War Office.
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Dated 213t July 1920

Received 22nd July 1920.

¥: Turkaey.

Last Paper.

P j’q ()
/

(£rint)

. T A . w DS AR > A Oy liinere . Wtagih g -,

Ao

|

(e dsposed gf.)

|

(Action I (Index.)

completed.) l &/
o ‘ §~

A/

baaxt Paper.
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Expression of Anti Zioniast Views by
Colonel Waters Taylor.

Refers to F.O.letter of 8th Junse,
(R 5638/85/44).

Enquires if a copy of the telegram containing
the expression of Anti-Zionist views could be
obtained and forwarded to War Office.

(Jinutes.)
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All fertber communications oa this

e

sabject should be addressed to — ) WAR OFFICE,

The Secretarv,

»

aud the following number quoted.

War Office,

e w1 © _LONDON, S.W.1.

Telephone : VICTORIA 9400.

0152/5561 (M.I.2)

The Under Secretary of State,

\¢ 887 38

o“ -

~July, 1920}

L2292

Sir,
¥ith refevence to your letter No. E.5638/85/44
of the B8th June, 1920, relative to an extract from
e telegrem despatched by Colonel Waters Taylor to
General Headquarters, Cairo, the substance of which
contained an expression of anti-Zionist views,
I am commanded by the Army Council to enquire if a
copy of the telegram 1s 1n possession of the Forelgn
Office or if 1t could be obtained from Mr. Denys Cochsn
or another member of the Zionist Crgenisaticn and
forwarded to this department.
I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

. A}

FOREIGK OFFICE.
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% 8677/85/44 : ' -
-
:i.li 01-
Lo July 25th, 19£7.
V.:‘.;' * e~
Sir,

In reply to your letter .a 0152/35561 (u.!.2.)
of ilst inctant, 1 am directed bdy d£r1 Curszon of
dedleston tc state that he re. rets that this .aepartment
has no copy of Coionol saters Taylor's telegrum
reforr:é to in your letter under reply. a:d that in
view of the circamstiaices explained in a pr:vious
‘ letter, io. B 5638 of tth .1timo on the subject, this
Lepurtment is not in a position to obtain n copy from
#r. Cohen or the Zionist r.anisstion,
I eam,
Sir,
Your mcat obedient,

humble Servaat,

The Secretnry
to tke irmy Cow.ecil.
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Collection of

Customs dues
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at Haifa

on behalf of Government of Damascus,

Replying to M¥r. Gould, Mr., Harmsworth
said that no dues have bteen collected at Haifa
or any other port in Palestine on behalf of any
other GCovernment than the administration of

Palestine,
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No.

Parliamentary Question.

111, Mr. Gould,—To ask the Under Secretary
what amount of customs dues has been

(Subject.)

of State for Foreign Affairs, if he will state
collected by the government of Palestine on

and other ports in Palestine since

behalf of the government of Damascus at Haifa
amount has been remitted to

the armistice ; and what
[Tuesday 20th July.}

Damascus on this account.

Last Paper.

(Print.) (Minutes.)

(Hov disposed of.)

PALESTINE.

Mr. GOULD asked the Under-Secre-
tary of State for Foreign Affairs what
amount of Customs dues has heen collected
by the Government of Palestine, on behali
of the Government of Damascus, at Haifa
and other ports in Palestine since the
Armistice ; and what amount has been

. remitted to Damascus on this account!

Mr. HARMSWORTH: No Customs
dues have been collected at Haifa and
\ other ports in Palestine on behalf of any
other government than the administration
of Palestine.
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; French and ltalian Detachments in Palestine
Regrst )
Res?} E a771/85/44.

FROM Refers to F.O, letter of 14th July (E 8154/

war Office.

Ne. 0152/5602 (M.0.2)
Dated July 23rd 1920.

Received  July 23rd 1920

E. Turkey.
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Transmits copy of telegram of 21st July to
G.0.C. BEgypt stating that propvosals of this nature
snould be referred to Hign Commissioner for

Palestin= who should deal direct vith F.0. in tae
matter.
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All lnnheteommnnicationsont—his.] / W WAR OFFICE, =~ /i-a‘T/

subject sbould be addressed to—
The Secretary,

- War Office, LONDON, S.W.i.
C? London, S.W.1.
and the following number quoted. 2% "‘L N
Telephooe : VICTORIA 94(!? J\lly ’ A9<0 j

0152/5602. (M.0.2.) E 8771

Sir,

I am commanded by the Army Council to acknowledge

receipt of your letter No.E.8154/85/44 dated l4th July 1920,
and I am to attach a copy of the reply which has been
sent to telegram No.874G. recelved from General Headquarters,
/ Egypt.
I am, .

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

The Under Secretary of State,
Foreign Office,
Sowol'




c.2. C45

Please despatch the following in cipher. -~ -

¥.0.2.b,

From :- War Office.

To :- G.0.Ce. E@pto

ooooooooooooo(MoOozo) 21.7.20. (121/Medtn./5559).

Reference your 874.G. of 5th July, It is considered
that a proposal of this nature, involving international
diplomatic action, should emanate from High Commissioner
for Palestine, The matter should, therefore, be referred

to him by you, and he should deal direct with the F.0Q.
in the matter.
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Dated 22nd July 1920
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Néxt Paper.
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Recruitment of Palestine Moslems and Christians
For service as?soldiere in His Majesty's
oreces.

Replying to Mr. Raper Mr. Churchill said that
no such recruitment was proceeding at present.
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Parliamentary Question.

3496. Mr. Raper,

— To ask the Secretary of State for

(Subject.)

saki i ) for serv
and Christians are being recruited s(:il«; ond July).

Last Paper.
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His Majesty’s forces
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(Print.)
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Next Paper.

(Minutes.)

Beicy wp ok ‘%'e,

PaLesTINE (RECRUITING).

Captain GANZONI asked the Secre- .
tary of State for War whether any
Palestinian Moslems and Christians are’
being recruwited for service as soldiers in
His Majesty’s Morces? '

Mr. CHURCHILL: No, Sir, not at
present.
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N‘.&’}'E 8961,/85/44 ) Jituation in Z_.lestine,

S (1) Reports rumour thut mir ~eisal intends to
FROM Cir Z. c.ouel, invite him %o Damascus. Jiscusses this resort.

R

__c_____TJerusa.Iem. (2) Raises ocuestion of order of

= R o precedence of
(to Lord Gurzoni. languages. Urges tuat irabic should remain
No. second language and not be replaced by iebrew.

(3) States that Colonel Storrs tells him that
the map upon wiiih the 3erthelot line is based

ig inaccurate at sevcral points.

12th July, 1920.
Recsived  £7800TULT 1920
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FROM War Office.

No. 0152/5607(M.0.2.)
Dated 27th July.1920.

Recsived  28th July.1920.

E: Turkey.
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JCH

Possibility of armed Arab bands entering Palestine.
Represenis possibllily of arab bands crossing Into
Palestine as French campaign in Syria progresses, and

requests instructions as to what course of action
should be edopted in case they come merely as fugitives
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Any furtber communication on this
subject should be addressed to—

|
§ Yeos ~= s : !
The Secretary, L UL £ZC \32',‘/
War Office, :
Lendon, S.W., .
and the following number quoted. War Of f 1ce, .

London, S.W.

0155/5607 (M.0.2.) 24 2“1lpJuly. 192C.

Sir,

I am commanded by the Army Council to say that as the French
campaign sgainat the Arabs progresses, it is possible that bands of
armed Arabs wili meke their way into Palestine, either to take
refuge or to create disturbances. In the latter case the question
will be pure}y military apd the course to be sdopted will be clear.
If, bhowever, they come merely as fugitives, their treatment would
appear to be a political question. I am therefore to request
instructions as to the course of action to be adopted by the military

authorities, in order that the Commander-in-Chief may be informed
g s &

RS
.

accordingly.

I an,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

!

The Under-Secretafy of State for Foreign Affalrs,
FOREIGN OFFICE,
So'ol.
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Sir:-

In reply to your letter 0152/5607
(M.0.2.) of the 27th ultimo, I am directed
etc. to state that he is of the opinion tha
in the event of refugees making their way
into Palestine they should, whether armed

or unarmed,_ be escorted across the Jordan.

ye
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- B 5981/68/44.
e B Pozeign LLfice

Se¥Vele
" abgust 20th. 1920,

3irie
In reply to your letter OlBR2/86(7 (KeUele)

of tue 27th. ultimo, I am direct-d LY Iarl Curszon of
Kedleston to state that he is of tae opinion that
in the event of refugees making tueir way into ralestine
they should, waether si1ued or unarmed, Le escorted
across tne Jordan. |

I a,

3ir,
Your most obedient,

humnble Sexvant,

The Secretary
te the Ary Council.
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FROM French and Italian Quard Detachments in
Sar Office.: falegtine.

No. 0152/5602(M.0.2.) Refors to F.O.letter of 24th July (E8438/85/44),
: which apparent crosgsed War Office letter of 23rd
Dated 28th July 1920. July (B8771/85/44).

: 1920. Would prefer that Prench and Italian Govern-
Reccioed 29th July ments should be approached by Poreign Office.
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rapeps (1) Letter No 0152/5602 (M.0.2), July 28, from w.0. to
3 tted Foreign Office
Julyj 30 (3) Tel " 915 G.I., July 28. from G.5.Q. Egypt to #.0.

(IP Despatech No I, July I2, from Sir H.Samuel to F.O.
' (E 8599/85/44)
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(Ziul.}ia > fln CMIAV ‘ﬂ‘d\u 731.«»% C Deraa - M _ #

Qheo A5~ gladl L ke Hou add‘“ei U\oatu o d:.ﬂaq
Apoleilunr w1l ba twvoerld by o | 3 Whata aankiy
Con- tua~-s@aliai> v M arn~o fod *Col,ulu;o N e Ol

Diovps Whee N G- tuteCl .

Contents (2) war Office wish French and Italisn Goverhments to be
approached by the Forelgn Office with reference to

withdrawal of French and Italism guard detechments
in Palestine.

(¥) French have occupied Demascus, and Cabinet has been
chenged. Sheiks of Kuneitra Arabs and section of

Ruwalle at Kuneltra have sent invitetion to Britiéh to

occupy Kuneltrs. |
(%) Submitted for reference only.

Administration of Sir H.Samuel in Palestine.

¥inutes, a) 444,,“‘ a’w ot Plda ﬂy.

Mgl 2
(1}3‘ o, m ot

(3) ﬂaf{}f J‘M@W@A«?a«l
%/:&woxp[w-va M/Mﬂglha
W Sl Lo abendy bion SubonilEld

¥
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l All further communications oq this WAR OFFICE..,
@ subject sbould be addressed to—
The S ar Office. LONDON, S.W..
- {.ondon. S.W.1. o
and the following number quoted. fA% .- July, 1920

e e i g

Telephone : VICTORIA 9400-

s )
0152/5602. (M.0.2.) E -9037

. UL 29:920;

1 am commanded by the Army Council to refer to your
letter No.E.8438/85/44 of July 24th 1020, which apparently
crossed Army Council letter No.0l52/5602 (M.0.2.) of

July 23rd with copy of @& telegram to General Officer

Commanding Egypt.

The Army Council are of opinion that the procedure

referred to in War Office telegram to General Officer

Commanding, Egypt, 1s correct, and would prefer the
French and Italian Governments to be approached by the

Foreign Office.
1 em,

Sir,
(
Your obedient Servant,

The Under Secretary of State, ) )
Forelign Office,
Sowol.
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CLEAR TFR LIi®E, oath July 1923.

Froa: - %er Office.
To: - G.0.5. in C. EEY™ .
gE780 ciorer ¢D.".0.)
1. The Foreig Ofilce have reccived 8 ‘telegrs, from Eigh
commissioner {n Jeruselem quoting the oninion of Generel
ghes ss follows,
BTGINS -~ Under exisping conditions General Shes snticipates
no difficulty in océupying,Trans-JOrdania up to provosed
boundery ofra few miles teet of Hedjez Rellwey. ENDé.

The occupation of Kuneitra srnd the country from Belseun to
Dsreae AlsSO wWes groposed by the High CommissionAar,
o. Trs view teken by ihe Forelg- Offlce is thet wrile 1t
nou1d be both unneécasssry end unwise to occcupy sny Dleeas in
french gphere or 1n French Arab sphere, north of Sykes-Picot
1ine, thore miaght be some rdventsge in forastslling eny
Fronch cleims over British srab srea, end in securing froutiser
deaircd by wus.
3. whet sre your views of thasy L¥O provosfrls, Stets
definitely whather additional troops or d2ls&y radnetions forscestad
in your letter of 4th May w11l be 1lnvolved by them, A130 whe ther
you consider that existing communicsations snd trangoort
fecilities will meinteln troops in aress-in ~ruestion when reins

commence . Reply "Cleer the Line."

X
Note b+ C2. No. 156 frcn High commissioner, Jeruselem 20/7/20.

c.2. Copnles t0:- sgof c. v.e. of s, dec, k.G, o, .G, MGLC,
c.7T.G.F. D.C.1.G.34 D. 7.0, D.D, .N. 7.0Y. 2 & B, 3. 4. D.t. 1.
D.D.%.I. ¥,1.2 & B & C. 3 &% A, A. D.T.D. D.C.%. G, D.O.

D.Movs % Q. D.S.T. Ad (D.N.T.) ?.0.(¥r.0Osborne). F.C. (Mr.,

Oliphent). F.0.{Lord Curron). 1.D.CE. I.0.(Col “epys).
1.0.(Mr.Gerbctt.)
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(B 90BY/60/44)« ) sagust bk, 1.2,

By Lowdie
e Aruy Counell are anxidus 2or She reuaoval ¢ Lire

srall Preneh delachnents wLieh &X9 e .uyod On guard duilus Lo

e rtain soly .lasess in Falew iine.
Fis Eajen(y's Sigh Comaieuloner at Jurusulda ®porte

the .aF ¥Zice 0pinion \hat tne Pelenilon 92 Lngle dar.ugiaulle
19 B0 longer moCessary end uhat tholr withdrewal is sdviasdhle,

and T sn3uld be glad therefore if you wiuld syyroeca ihe Truneh
sovarameat 7ith a viev %0 uscure thair reeall.
] ar, with great truth amd rospeos,
y Loxd,
Your £xasllenay's acal odedlunt,
humdble vervant,

(ror the eczeiary 3% .Ltate)

Hig ixoslieney
The Earl of uely, YeGe, eTeTe /e,

..bcog ‘“0' ﬂt‘..
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FROM Mr. Gould.
Parliamentary Questio

No.

Dated 27th July 1920.
Reccived 29th July 1920.

E: ™Turkey.

Last Paper.

é79032

(Print.)

(e disposed of.)

(Action (Index.)

completed.) .
K By

N eét Paper.

£ Qp 70

Reoruiting for Arab Army in Palestine.

Replying to Mr. Gould, Mr. Harmsworth said
that no such recruiting was permitted and if it
was in progress it was being carried on without
nowledge or authority of High Commissioner.

(Minutes.)

MN X 0. a. S(oﬁ 17-1/1:.
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No.

Parliamentary Question. (Subject.)

fr Foreign Affairs, whether
. Mr. d,—T k the Under Secretary of State for : :
%0 Amregr(:;:ing foroth:sAra.bearmI;' is vermitted or is in progress among the inhabitants
.asilis_of Palestme. [ Moyslay 19 dey-rr ‘

A

N

Last Paper.
(r. 27
(Print.) (Minutes.)
by sep o
Stk T cee Ay 7 e
u -
ﬂe———Wv, =R 2 %—ﬂ?mst -
(How disposed of.) . ‘ L +—T7AAUCA

AraB ARMY (RECRUITING). /

Mr. GOULD asked the Under-Secretary { 4{7
of State for Foreign Affairs whether re-
cruiting for the Arab army is permitted or

i8 in progress among the inhabitants of /?
Palestine ? W& &/‘7
Mr. HARMSWORTH: No such re-

cruiting is permitted : if it is in progress { [,
it is being carried on without the know-
ledge or authority of the High Com-

./{,, vie K {(Clw;{i ,/,'/(14,,‘“‘&(,(; 'Zd’(,;
A A w-k‘t‘? (‘CWU(GX é\

(Action (Index.) 6‘. /f "~ %/ éM/‘&A 1748 MM‘?

completed.)

Next Paper. %%/ éZ‘ &/‘7
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*1‘2. Mr. un}d,—'l‘o ask the Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, whether
recruiting for the Arab army is permitted or is in progress among the inbabitants 64

of r‘leet:in,@:.,, I , . .-
) | doul
: —

cu»s‘(‘ 11

No such recruiting igs permitted; if it is

in progress 1t is being carried on without the knowledge

or suthority of the High Commissioner.

onaas
i
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‘\'rmlbd} B 9077/85/44 . '/

TELEGRAM FROM
Sir.H. Samuel.
{(Jerusalem).

v 156+ Very Urgent.

Dated 29th July . 1920 '
Received  29th Ju 1y .1920.

Occupation of Trans Jordanie.

Informs of invitation of British occupation of
certain parts. Military authorities consider this
the right mamant to occupy country from Belsan to
Derea, and that it could be done in two days without
any fighting.

Considers this favourable opportunity should not

be lost. Immediate decision required. |

i Last Paper. Minnres )

.j f At Cacualeol U3 /w& 0.0.% Saol
;‘ cqo57 Jor if Ao Jpfooo . fleat Lie in
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(1) Tel No 9I8 G.I., July 28, from G.H.Q. Egypt o W.0. 66

(2) i " 915 G’oIo 1t 28 [\ ] " " " - -

(3) ™ " 876 " 28 " Lord Derby (Paris) to F.O.
(E 9032/4164/44)

(4 ™ "™ 914G.I? " 28 from G.H.Q. Egypt to W.C.

() " " 85 " er " Beyrouth to F.O0.
(E 9030/2/44) |

(6) ® "™ 1T6I(R) » 27 from Lord 711?nby to F.O.

- (E 8985/2/44
(ny - - 56 W 2Q feom Sir H Shewl JoTFO.

(I) July 2. aleppo accupied by French.

(2) Damascus has been occupied by French and Cabinet has
been changed. Shelks of Kuneitem Arabs and Section of
Ruwalla et Kuneitre have sent invitation to British

to occupy Kuneiltra.

(3) Lord—;zégzrreports that he has‘completed discussions on
maendaete with French and hopes to finish with Italians

in a few days. He refrained from touching questlon of
frontiers as Zionists were sppreaching French dlrect.
He encuires if Zionists are to be informed that

frontier negotistions with French must now be con-

cludec.,

(4) British Lialson Officer, Damescus reports that Felsal
returned to Damascus but is leaving by order of French
on July 28 and will proceed to Deraa?.

(5) and (6) Reports of engagement between French and

Arabs,

(1) Shortiam Potrcanas Hawrar 0 Olona Rewabe AT
fowo - Gnled Nadd secafalom . Hv 4 Sac o
Corus das i B UphT  neonaart 5 Otk anuThy fomom Placaa,
le— 2 e a0 vl amagsd Qrats v T
6 9Yenda. parrrep  Tiia o€ cofalon — S A-Led
QrRA—Juv riareaolials chm*,up.,rHPNE;A-Lbuf
o waa bl Bartes pAdfn Tondars d) Catladlea

(3471) Wt. 22218—332 50,000 10119 J. T.& 8, Ltd. 162 (REGIMINT.)
(3471) Wt 42458428 100,000 320 J.T. &8, Lud. 162 (REGIMINT,)
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BALESTINE.

EOLITICAL,
Desypher. Sir H. Jamel (Jerusalem ).
yph ° (Jorusglem fay 1920, _

DO 5.10.'1.r‘.‘l. - -
29th July 1920.
R. 11.10.a.m. y1920. || ] _9077

Yo. 156. | JUL29.320)

g

sherifian Joverment Hauran and several Sheiks
Kuneitra district invit ed Brit ish occupat io';xk General

ZTOuX ) ’is North of ( one group undecypherabl e)
P.  Jeneral A.(groups omitted ) has arrived at Jerusalem
( one group undecypherable). Ye are unanimous in view
that this is risht moment to occupy the country from Beisan
to Deraa amd that it can be done in two days with troops
at our disposal without any fishtiny. Before advincing
to Kuneitra I would prowosa to negptiste with lshmd
Faour. He is (? believed ) to favour Eritish occupat ion
bt we should have definite underst andin~ so as to obviate
possibility of conflict. There is slso a movemert amonast
Arzbs West of Jordan favourin~ British occupat ion. C-enerél
She&........anticipates no difficulty under existiny
condit ions in occupyins Trans Jordiania up to proposed
boundery of « few miles Wes of Hedjaz railway. 1
stronzly advise not losinj present favourable cpportunity
to secure proper boundaries of future Palestine and
trust the arranzements with french will permit of this,
Condit ions require im.ediate decision. to news today of

Feisals movemert s,
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Administrative Authority of Palestine Government i

ﬁ%ﬁﬁ;} E 9131/85/44. ~ Rast of lhe 3ofaaﬁ¥_ ‘
Mr Bonar lLew sald that the authority of the Palestine ,

FROM ‘{_:'_'_Ii'ig%’:’ Government did not extend east of the Jordan. i
Parliamentary Question. |~ ander Kenworthy theélenquired whether the Jordan ik

would be the future eastern boundary of Palestine.
No. ~ Mr.Ormsby Gore asked who was administering the

country east of Jordan. w
Dated 28th July.1920. Mr .Bonar Law said he requbed notice of these questions. |
Received 30th July.1920. ‘
E: Turkeye.
| |
;k' I:.ast Paper. (M inutes.)
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No.

( Subject.)

ITarliament.ary Question.

':l» 5. Mr. Raper,

the administrati
.« - the River Jordan. [ Wednesday 28¢h July.]

B

— To ask the Prime Minister,

if he will state how far and in what places
of Palestine extends to the east of

L3
-
. . i
R UV P RRT SRSt

ve authority of the government

Last Paper.
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PALESTINE.

48. Mr. RAPER asked the Prime
Minister how far and in what places the
administrative authority of the Govern-
ment of Palestine extends to the east of
the River Jordan?!

Mr. BONAR LAW: The administratave
‘ authority of the Government of Palestine
does not extend to the east of the River
Jordan.

Lieut. - Commander KENWORTHY:
Wwill the eastern boundary of Palestine n
future be the River Jordan?! |

Mr. BONAR LAW : I should like notice ,
of that question.

Mr. ORMSBY-GORE: Who is ad-
ministering the country east of the River
Jordan!

Mr. BONAR LAW: I would like ta have
notice of that question.
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F Rcistry}s 9254/85/44.
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FROM

sir H. Scruel

.-“
Ne. Jerusalen,
' 1/Gen./248.

Datdd uly 1oth.1920.
Received pygusge 5rd.19<0.
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Next Paper.
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Conviction of Lieutenant Jabotinsky.

States that Lieutenant Jabotinsky is not satisfied
with his release under the amnesty but presses for
quasiing of proceedings. InIorms that he has told
Lisutenant Jabotinsky that the Army Council alone

can review proceedings.

Intorms oI circumstances of cancellation of order for

relecse of 19 Jews convicted of being in possession
of firearms.

e e

(Minutes.)
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TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS: — HICOM, JERUSALEM.

SBECRET.

GOVERNXMENT HOTUS
JERUSALEM.

L/Gen/248. 15th July 1920. 73

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs,
Foreign Office.
O T T LoNDOR.

o £ 5254
............. B

| LG T 920

My Lord, \ndl_ L 2
I have the honour to inform you that almost

fmmediately after my arrival in Paleatine I received an
application from Lisut.V.Jabotinsky to quash the Procesdings
of the Military Court held at Jerusalem on the 13th and 14th
April last, which sentenced him to 15 years penal servitude,
Lieut.Jabotinsky, as well as all the other persons sentended
by the Eilitary Court, (save two men who absconded from their
bail snd two more who were convicted of rape), was included in
the armesty which I announced for the persons conocerned in the
regrettable incidents which took place at Easter. He has been
relsassd, but he is not satisfied with the amnesty, and presses

very strongly that the procesdings should be reviswed and quashed.

The General Officer Commanding the Egyptian
Expeditionary Force revised the proceedings on April 28th,
and commuted the sentence to one of a year's imprisonment
without hard laboure. I am advised that in thesse
circumstances I have no power to review the proceedings sgain,
and that the only suthority that can now deal with the matter
is the Army Council in London. I have replied to Lieut.
Jabotinsky in this sense, and havse informed him that he should
address any application for quashing the proceedings which he
desires to mske to the Army Councile.

: On the day of my arrival in Palestine 1 was informed
thet an order had been sent from General Headquarters at Cairo
to liberate immediately the 19 Jews who had been conviocted for
being in possession of firearms, and sentenced to 3 year's
imprisonment. This order hed besn given by the Deputy
Adjutant General in the temporary absence of the Commander-1ine
Chief, on the ground that the evidence on which thess 19 men
had been convicted was the same as that in the case of 5 other
Jews who wers subsequently scquitted by the same Military Court
on the same charge. The Commander-in-Chief however, cancelled
this order; and in view of the faot that the liberation of these
19 Jews prior to the declaration of the general amnesty would
be likely to cause political unrest and Arad discontent, I
concurred in this action. Although the order of the Deputy
Adjutant General had become known, the reversal of the order
evoked no protest, I think, howsver, that it is desirable
that you should be scquainted with the facts in case ths matter
gshould be raised in any subssquent procesdings.

I have the honour to be'
Your Lordship's
Humble obedient servant,

/¥¢4/@”V¢ sCKf»*”“‘**’L

HIGH COMMISSIONER.
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rersons wishine tc enter Palestine fronm Zvyria,

LJ2dressed to Tevrout,

Following sent tc Damascus.

all Falestinians with certcin exceptions to be
allowed tc return. ’

Cyrlans may enter if not on Black List.

rench reaquests for extradition to be treated
individually on merits.

All persons in uniform ill re interned.
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Decypher. High Commissioner (Jerusalem)
August 2ud. 1820,

De 11.1C.8.M¢ August 2nd. 1920.

Re. Ge45.8.mM¢ August 3rd. 18920,

{_
(Unnuwatered) . ‘E . 926a

Yery Urgent.

e

AUG 7 920)

Y I I I X T I X3 1 KX 1]

Addressed to Consul, leyrout, repeated to Hizh
Cormissioner, Ejj[\" (t hrerumt ).

Following seut to Lritish liaison officer, Jamascus
teging:= |

Reference persons wishing to enter Palestine.

All Palestinians except those on blacx List and
two atsconders from taku to be allowed to return.

Syrians may enter 1f not on black List and I agree.

For your private information. If exWradition
were required by French for people in ralestine each
case would be considered on its merits by High Commise

sicner.

All persons in uniform will be interned, Ends,
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Dated August 4th.1920.
Received August 4th.1920
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Enquiry into Rioting in Jerusalem in
April 1920.

Refers to F.0. letter of 2lst July (E8436/85/44).
Transmits in original

(1) Proceedings of Military Courts.

(2) Text of Court of Enguiry into the Riots,
with evidence of all witnesses and all exhibits
placed before the Court.

They concur with Sir H. Samel in deprecating
further publicity being given to the matter.
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Any further communication on this

subject should be addressed to—

The Secretary,
War Office,

London, S.W.,

and the following number quoted.

LAUG 4 920,

War Offce,

0152/5610 (M.I1.2).

S1ir,

London, S.IV.

A
1

(-
(L

August, 1020,

1 am comrmended by the Army Council to forward

herewith

(a)

(p)

The proceedings of the Mi]f%ary Courts of
the trial of 23 individuals for conplicity in
the Jerusalem riots in April last.

The full text of the Court of Enquiry assemxbled
to engquire into the ricts in Jerusalem in April,
1220, accompanied by & covering letter from the
@.0.C., Egyptian Expeditionary Force, li0.3.41161
of the 1%th July, and further, the evidence of
all witnesses and all exhibits placed before the
Court.

These documents are the original documents and
the only copies availlable.

I am to say that the Council are in complete agreenent

with the

views expressed by Sir H. Samuel in his telegram

lio ,125 of the 15.h July, forwarded to this Departrent under

cover of your letter lio. E.B43¢/85/44 of the 21st July, and

would strongly deprecate further publicity being gliven to

a matter which has teen closed by the action of the High

Conmissioner for Palestine.

I an,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

The Under Secretary of State,
FOREIGN OFFICE.




PY.
— BA1161.
From:-
the Generel Officer Commanding,
Egyptian Expeditionary Force,
To:~-
the Secretary,
war Office, London, S.W.1l.
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS,
13th July, 19<0.
sir,

1 have the honour to forward herewith the
full text of the reports of the Court of Enquiry assembled
to enquire into the riotes In Jerusalem in April last.

A precis of the conclasions arrived at has
already been telegraphed to you in my cable No.817.A of
5th July, 1920.

Coples ¢f the proceedings have beéen sent to:-

H.E. the High Commis3loner for Egypt.
H.E. the High Commissioner for Palistine.

and I enclose a copy for transmission to the Foreign Office.

As regards Part "A".

1 am not in a position to discuss the politicel
findings of the Court, but as far as I know of the situation
1 am in agreement witn them 1n general. I conslder the evid-
ence produced dlscloses the state of affairs in the Zionlst
commission and activities fully justifying the conclusions
arrived at by the late Chief ndministrator, Major General

sir L.J. Bols, and already forwarded to you under my G.S.
1446 of 28tn April, 1920.

1 consider that the bvaneful influence of
Lieut.-Col. Melnertzhagen has been exaggerated.

1 agree with the findings of the Court para.45,
page “6. :

A3 regards Part "B".

As the edministration of Palistine hed been
taken over by Sir H. Samuel before 1 recelved the report
1 am unable to take any action on the adverse remarks made
on the Military Governorate.

The decision to withdraw the troops, vide
para 9 of page 40 of the report, is animadverted on, but as

them...l....l...



T
o 3V /

—2-

there seems to be a conflict of evidence as to the responsibile
ity for it 1 heve taken no action.

As regards the remarks of the Court on the trial
of Jabotinsky and his confederates, para.6l; the proceedings
of trhe trial were carefully examined by the General Officer
commanding; 3rd Division, who convened the Court, by my legal
sdvisers and by myself. I consider the evidence established
their guilt on the charges framed against them, with which
alone I was in a position to deal.

I remitted a large portion of the sentences, 8s
already reported to you, acting on the same lines as were
followed in the similar trials here in Egypt in April, 1919.

The proceedings of the Courtsare already in your
possession.

i have tnhe honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

(Signed) W.N. CONGREVE ,
Lieutenant-General,

Commanding EGYPTIAN EXFEDITIONARY FORCE.
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JORXIEE OFFICE .
DOCKE:\ . S. 1.3,

Angust 18th 1980

sir,

I em directed 2y Barl Curses of Kedlestea
te Tefer to your letter No. 0152/5610 H.1.2, of 4th
instant em the subjeet of the enquiry imte the
disturdences in Jerusalem in April ef this year, 1In
view of the change in the Administratien whioh has
taken place aad of His wﬁv'o Eigh Commissioner's
expressed desire that the repert sheuld net v
pudlished lord Curasn, as far as this Departaent ie
concerned, 4oes met coantemplate taking say further
astien,

The emelesures tranmmitted with your letter
under reply are returned herewith,

l am,
Bir,

" Yeur most ededient,
humble servaat,

™e Secretary
te the Army Cewneil,




SZCRET.

REPORT OF TH- COURT (F INQUIRY
CONVENED BY CRDER OF H.E. THE
HIGH COMMISSICNER AlD COMraNDER-
IR-CHIEF , DaraD THE 12TH DAY CF
APRIL, 192C.

INTRODUCTORY NOTL.

The Mission ent~usted to the Court was originally

as follows:-
"Po record the evidence as to the circumstances

which gave rise to the disturbances which

took place at and near Jerusalen on the

occasion of the Nebi Musa Pilgrimage on 4th

April and following days."

This mission was subsequently enlarged by the
addition of the words (received by cable dated 22nd April 1920
from General iHeadquarters) vand as to the extent and causes of
racial feelings that at present exist in Palestine”.

In consequence of this enlargement of the scope of
the Inquiry, the Court‘found themselves comnitted from a
comparatively simple investigation into the circumstances of
a local outbreak to a far reaching investigation of racial
upstirrings arising out of recent historical events in the
Near Zast. In the course of the inquiry, the Court sat Tor
a period of fifty days, exclusive of Sundays, and exsemined
one handred and fifty two witnesses, speaking no less than

eight different langaages, 1.€. wnglish, French, arabic,

Hebrew, Yiddish, Jargon, Russian and Eindustani: the consequent

necessity
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necessity of working through interpreters consicerably
lengthened the proceedings. As far as possible the examination
of witnesses was conducted in open courts but in view of the
grave political questions raised, permission was asied for

and obtained to hear certain portions of the evidence in
camera.

A feature of the inquiry was the vigorous attack made
upon the adninistration of C.Z.7T.A.(S) by the Zionist
Comission, who were legally represented by Kr. S. Alexander
of the firm of R.S.Devonshire & Co., Advocates, Cairo. The
case for the Arab and Christian popul.ation was by no means
so well prepared and apparently presented with some
reluctance. There was a marked contrast between the keen
interest displayed by the Jews throughout the hearing, and the
lack of interest of the Koslem and Christian population, who
hardly ever attended the Court. The Administration of 0.5.T.A.
(S) placed its officials and all documents at the service of
the Court.

The extension of the Mission of the Court makes it
desirable to commence with the more remote causes of the
disturbances, a method which will permit of the gradual
unfolding in Chronological order of the situation which led

to the actual rioting.

A/




A.
CAUSSS OF RACIAL FiSTLING.
The Arab Case.

1. The population aff-cted is roughly estimated at
639,228 in the Administration of O.7.T.A.(S), which includes
tne districts of Jerusalem, Jaffa, Hebron, Gaza, Beersheba,
Nablus, Tulkeram, Jenin, Haifs, and Galilee. Trans-Jordania
is not included in 0.7.7.A.(S).  Of this population the vasi
majority, or 533,090 souls are Foslems, 6C,883 are rsturned
as Christians and 6€,1({1 as Jews, wnile 1535 persons at Nablus
are returned as Samaritans.

For the sake of convenience it is usual to speak of
the Foslem population as "Arabs", tnough the actual Arab
elewent in the blood of the people is probably confined to what
ic really a landed aristocrucy, the vast majority of the
population, botn Moslem and Christian being of mixed blood and
largely consisting of 1lndigenous rces which have océupied the
country from time immemorial, races which were not in reality
extirpated even by the Jjews at the remote period of their
original conquest. Tiaese penple constitute a true neasantry
rooted to the soil, a fact which it is important to bear ih
mind in estimating the reality of the opposition to the
proposed imiyration of the Jews of the IJiaspora.

The true Arab element in the population has been dominant
ever since the Arab conquest in the time of Heraclius and Cmar.
In spite of the Turkish overrule, the last and most enduring
of a series of usurpations of power by foreign pPretoreans of
tne Caliphs, wnich owed their success to Lie ineradicable
tendency of the Arabs to intertribal discord, they have never

forgotten tneir pride of race and empire, or that tue author
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4.

of their religion sprang frou the noblest family of Yecca, the
chief city of the sradle of tneir race. Tne Turkish ov.rrule
probably caused less disturbance of these ideas than might be
ipagined, as that Government appears to have 10 1 grea*.  extent
~led through the ieiding Arab families in the country, and the
fact that there was NO differcnce in the religion ol the two
races has no doubt qiminished the realisation of the actual
loss of power. s far ns regards nis title to Palestine and
Syria, the .rab's tenure is by a title which he considers as
good as that of any nation in the world - concuest, not trom
the Jews of vhom as 4 nation he knows notning beyond what he
has learnt from his scriptures, but from tne then groatest
power of the 1astern world, the Roman smpire of Byzantium.
Furthermore, ralestine and Syria occupy 4 peculiar place in
his regard in view of tneir being tne carliest foreign conquests
of the Arab invaders, and palestine more particularly owlng to
the fact that the Harem el Sherif in Jerusalem ranks As the third
noliest site in the Moslem world, one of the four "3Janctuaries"”
(Haram), tne other tnree being Necca, Medina and Hebron. The
fact that his 1300 year title has suffered such interruptions as
the Cnristian Kingdom of Jerusalem, or that the actual empire
has passed to the Osmanli mikes no impression on his view of his
claim. He still rules, even if by tue apathy of the Turkish
conqueror, in a toslem land, which was the eariiest spoil of
nis ancestors' bow and spear, Won by stark fignting against the
greatest eumpire of ihe then civilised world.

9. ‘jhatever may be alleged again t Turkish rule, one
fact stands out quite clearly from the evidence. Up to a very
recent date the three sects, Yoslem, Christians and Jews

lived togetner in a state of complete amity. The ¥oslem was,

no/




5.
no doubt, dominant, but such intolerance as tncre was, seemed

rather to be directed against the Cnristian than the Jew. The
Caristian could be occasionally troublesome with his anpeals to
foreign powers. ‘The Orthodox Jew of Palestine was 1 humble,
jnoffensive creaturec, laurgely dependent on charity for his
livelihood in the city of Jerusalem, elsewnere hardly
distinguishable from the rest of the peasant population. No
serious attack on the Jewish population is recorded since the

time of Iurahim :asha in 184°C.

3. Turkish misrule, in spite of the natural indifference of

the doslem, had not been ultogether acquiesced n in Palestine.
The rule of Ibrahim Pasha after his conquest of the Turks was

a great improvement on that of the Turk and, from that time on,
it is said tnat the populatidn showed a distinct leaning towards
Lgypt. The occunation of Tgypt by the Britisn and the
wonderful advance of that country in prosperity, under British
tutelage, seems to have increased that feeling, especially

as Great Britain was the traditional friend of Turkey. It was
not until the Yurkish revolution of 19C8 that the growing German
ascendancy caused an estrangement in the feelings of tne
population to the British; a feeling which rcsulted in their
more or less willing acceptance of the Turkich cause in the
early stages of the outbreak of war.

4, Dpuring the progress of the war, however, a very great
change came over the attitude of the Arab population, both in
Palestine and in the other regions of the Arab world. This
was partly due to the ill-treatment of irabs by the Turks,
partly to the intense dislike aroused by their German allies,
but more especially by the rapprochement affected with the

Lmir/
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Emir Hosein of Mecca in 1916.  Arabia had never acquiesced
willingly in Turkish domination and the hold of tne Turk

over much of the country had even befoi-e the war been

precarious and frequently contested by the independent tribes
of the interior. 'The ideal of Arab independence was always
smouldering and early in the great war it was decided to

make the attempt to blow these embers into a flame with a
view of effecting an Arab diversion, countering the

projected Turkish attack on lNgypt. The revolution occurred

in 1916, the Arabs in rcturn for subsidies, ammunition, arms,

food, etc., agreeing to attack the Turks, in rcturn for which
certain specified areas of the Arab world were subsequently
to be acknowledged as independent. These included ccrtain
portions of 3yria - Damascus, Homs, Hamah and Aleppo, but

not the Litoral. Palestine was not included.

5. It is important to recalise the effect of this
movement on the Arab world. For the tirst time after centuries
of division and subjection, the Arab imagination was fired
by the vision of a great Arab Zmpire, ruled by members of the
0ld Arab nobility of Mecca. tlow far, and by wnhat mcans,
these ideals have been achicved, is a matter of history, but
it is certain that, though not included in tne original
sketch of the future Arab Empire, the Arab population of
Palestine could scarcely be indiffere.t to the hopes and
ambitions of their co-religionists. The general result of
this was to convert any feeling the population, (and this
is true of the Caristian population as well as the Arab

majority) may have had in favour of the Turks, into one of

friendliness/
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friendliness towards tne British occupation. There is no
question but that this was encouraged during the war by
every kind of propaganda available to the '‘ar Office.

For instance they were promised, in pamphlets dropped from
aeroplanes, peace and prosperity under British rule. As
late as June 1918 active recruiting was carried on in
Palestine for the Sherifian Army, our allies, the recruits
being given to understand that tney were fighting in a
national cause and to liberate their country from the
Turks. These men, it is believed, actually took part in
the offensive against the Turk. It is worthy of remark
that Captain C.2. Brunton who recruited these men acted in
co-operation with a Sherifian orficer named Hagg Ameen el
Husseini, who is described as being at that time ‘very
pro-*nglish'.  This man is now a fugitive from British
Justice accused of complicity in the Zastemriots. The
tendency of the evidence is to show that in spite of the
fact that nothing had been said about pPalestine being
included in the Hedjaz =mpire and the fact that the Balfour
Declaration had been published in 1917, the early impression
left upon the Arabs generally was that the British were going
to set up an independent Arab State which would include
Palestine.

6. “hatever may be said about the rights of the irabs
to draw such a conclusion from the Jolicy of the 'far Office
during the war, there can be little doubt that the declared
policy of the Allies in favour of the self-determination of
small nations encouraged the Palestinians to think, that

whether they were to be permitted to unite . themselves to the

great/




great Arab State forming on tueir borders or no , tney at
least, under the mandate of one of the Great Poweré, would

be permitted to work out their own salvation and be masters

in their own house. They made no effort to reconcile the
apparent contradiction between this solemnly declared policy

of the Allies and the Balfour oeclaration: if the Balfour
Declaration did not agree with tne sacred nromise of self-
deteriination, so much the worse for the Balfour Declaration.
Such refinements of argument as Captain Samuel's theory

that the "majority of tne potential population of Palestine

is outside the country® or br. lIdcr's theory of reconstituting
a nation, never crossed their minds, nor if such tneories

had been n»nropounded to them would they have seemed even
intelligible. The Jewish title based on the tenacious
historical memory of the race and a profound religious sentiment
which appeals so strongly to those “uronean and American
peoples who have absorbed the 0ld Testament narrative and
prophesies with their earliest essays in tnelr native tongue,
means less than nothing to 2 peovle who see themselves menaced
with denrivation by a race tney have hitncrto held in dislike
and contem)t. So far as the claim is nistoric, they can only
see in the Jews a people who, after an indeendent nistory of
less than tnree hundred years, were twice expelled from their
territory, by Great Zmpires as a standing menace to Imperial
peace and order. From the religious point of view they regard
them as a race guilty of the greatest religious crime in history
and still unrepentant. Such views may be uncritical and
unjust but they obtain and make it difficult for the native
population to contemp>late with equanimity even the most

moderate aims of 7Zionism.

7./



7. The Balfour Declaration was published on the
ond November 1917 and as the docunent 1s undoubtedly the
starting point of the whole trouble, it is necessary to set
out the text:-
"His kajesty's Government view with favour
the establishment in Palestine of a Hational Home
for the Jewish Peovle and will use their best
endeavours to facilitate the achievement of this
object, it being clearly understood that nothing
shall be done which may Erejudice the civil and
religious rights of existing non-Jewish communitie€s
in palestine, or the rights and political status
enjoyed by Jews in any oOther country. ".
This is a very carefully worded document and but for the
somewhat va,ue phrase "A National Home for the Jewish People"
might be considered sufficiently unalaming, offering as it
does, ample guarantees for the civil and religious rights of
existing non-Jewish communities, But the vagueness of the
phrase cited has been a cause of trouble from the commencement.
Various persons in high positions have used language of
the loosest kind calculated to convey a very dilferen®
impression to the more moderate interpretation which can be
put upon the words. President Ailson brushed away all doubts
as to what was intended from his point of view when, in
March 1919, he said to the Jewish leaders in America, "I
am moreover persuaded that the allied nations, with the
fullest concurrence of our own Govermnment and people are
agreed that in Palestine shall be laid the foundations of a

Jewish Commonwealth," The late President Roosevelt

declared that one of the Allies peace conditions should de

that/
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that "Palestine must be made a Jewish State.' Mr, Winston
Churchill has spoken of a "Jewish State" and lMr. Bonar Law
tas talked in Parliamen” of "restoring Palestine to the
Jews", Of the interpretation put upon the Declaration by
all but the most moderate Zionists, it will be necessary to
speak in detail later on.

8. It is said that the effect of the Balfour Declaration
was to leave the Moslems and Christians dumbfounded. This,
however, was not the immediate effect, for it evidently took
four or five months for the true meaning of the Declaration
to filter through to the minds of the people:- by true meaning,
we mwsh understand the only meaning intelligible to the
population, in view of the loose references to the Declaration
by the Allies' orators and Press and the outspoken statements
of the Zionists extremists. It is impossible to minimise
the bitterness of the awakening. They considered that they
were to be handed over to an oppression which they hated far
more than the Turk's and were aghast at the thought of tnis
domination, The Sherifian officer above ﬁentioned, Hagg
Ameen el Husseini, is cited as commenting on the British
policy in Palestine in 1919 with "surprise and anger". The
wish that we had 'left the Turks alone, as they would never
have done what we have done' is frequently repeated.

Prominent people openly talk of betrayal and that England has
sold the country and received the price. All this may seem
absurd and extravagant, but with Dr, Eder's admission recorded
that one of the motives underlying the Balfour Declaration

was/
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was the necessity of converting the Jews in America from
a hostile to a friendly attitude in order to secure the
entry of Amerioa into the war, it is too much to expect
a people who consider they are about to be sacrificed, to
appreciate at its true value the paramount necessity to
the Allies and civilisation of winning the Great Var. The
net result at any rate is that this perverted way of looking
at things has convcrieda friendly peopie into one which 1is
declared to be at the present day as to ninety per cent of
its numbers definitely hostile to the British Administration.
S. If this intensity of feeling proceeded merely from
wounded pride of race and disappointment in political as-
pirations, it would be easier to criticise and rebuke: but
it must be borne in mind that at the bottom of all is &
deepseated fear of the Jew, both as a possible ruler and
as an economic competitor. Rightly or wrongly they fear
the Jew as a ruler, regarding his race as one of the most
intolerant known to history. It is unfortunate that their
opinion of Jewish intolerance should have been inflamed by
the very remarkable articles recently published in the local
Hebrew organ, the Doat Ha-Youm (Daily Mail) of Jerusalem
against certain of their cc-religionists who send their
children to mission schools, Ostensioly the cause of
this viruleni attack was the fear that the missionary zeal
of these schools should lead them to proselytise among their
Jewish pupils, bur the fact that so purely Jewish an
institution as the Evelina Rothschild Girls' School was the

object/
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object of a peculiarly offensive attacc in enother Hebrew
organ, lends some colour to the theory that the real eason
for the outbreak was the d.sire to force the Evelina School
and the Jewish parents, teachers and pupils who used the
mission schools into line on the question oi' the exclusive
employment of the Hebrew language. The interesting point
is to observe how the terrors of religious excommunication
are united to the purely democratic tyrennies of the boycott
in order to efiect the d:sired end. It is true that these

articles have excited the reprobation of certain of the more

noderate of the Zionists and it has been suggested that such

94

purely interior recrimination within the Jewish family is quite

corpatible with the widest tolerance of non-Jewish institutions.

This may be so under ordinary conditions, but to the heated

imaginations of an outraged Foslem and Christian population

such exhibitions on the part of those waom they suspect they
may have to acknowledge as masters, hardly inspire confidence.

10, From another point of view the native of Palestine

looks with distrust upon the Jew as a possiole ruler. The

Orthodox Jew born in the country has never inspired the Arab

or Ch*istian with any varticular feelings of distrust for,
as has been observed before, he has been recognised as an
inoffensive creature practically dependent for existence on
foreign charity. But they already notice that the latest
immigrants from xastern “urope are men of a very different
type imbued with all shades of the political opinions which
have plunged Russia into a welt:cr of anarchy, terrorism

and misery during the past few years: they have even

reason/
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reason to suspect that the moderate men among the Zionists
have to some extent lost their hold upon the machine and
that extremists sprrug from these new impertations have the
greatest influence on cionist councils and they not
unnaturally resent and fear the possioility of their country
coming under the power of men who they recard as enemies

of civilisation and religion. It is iaterestiag to note
in this comnection that certain of the Orthodox Jews, them-
selves noderate zionists, fear the atheistical tendencies

of en of this character, such tor instunce as Dr. Thon,

whose public utterances ure cited in evidence by kiss Landau

the Headmistress of the .velina Rothschild Girls' School,
herself a strict orthodox Jewess.

11. But it is as an cconoric competitor that the
Jew really inspires the profoundest alaurm in the minds of

the native. The latter has uno iliusicns whatever about

his own powers of competing with the Jew, whether as merchant,

agriculturist or admiuistrator. Previous to the war, the
progress of Zionism was hardly sufficient to excite his
anxiety and though: the actual colonisation did cause hin
some disyuiet, it was not sufficicnt either in quantity or
success to rouse him seriously. Nevertheless he was aple
to note that where the Jew became a landed proprietor,the
Arab and Christian fellah peasant proprictor was reduced
to the position of a wage labourer, The prospect of
extensive Jewish imrdigration fills him with a peanic fear,
which may be exaggerated, but is none the less genuine.

He sees the ablest race intellectualiy in the world, past-
masters in all the arts of ousting competitors whether on

the market, in the farm or the bureaucratic offices, backed

by/
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by apperently inexhaustible funds given by their compatriots
in all lands and possessed of powerful influence in the
councils of the nations, prepared to enter the lists against
him in every one of his normal occupations, backed by the
one thing wanted to make them irresistible, the physical

" force of a great Imperial Power, and he feels himself
overmastered and defeated peforc the contest is begua.

12. Such a fear cannot be said to be entirely un-
reasonaple. There is certainly evidence to show that the
tendency of the native small proprictor is to sink into the
condition of a wage labourer where he comes into collision
with Jewish colonial enterprise and combination. Instances
such as the cornering of commodities spoken of by Dr.Paterson,
the abuse oi mercantile privileges evidenced by the Bishop of
the wnglish Church in Jerusalem, and supported by the circular
letter addr-ssed to him by Major Crichton in the matter of
Relief stores, the attempts to use the administration in the
matter of the Wilhelma lease, the interference with the
measures of the Administration manipulated by pressure
brought to bear on superior wuthority in Londmn to which
reference will hereafter be made, the grawual development
of the Zionist Advisory Commission into a body vbearing a
distinct resemblance to an independent administration
apparently able to control the actual Administration, and
to optain knowiedge through its private Intelligence
department of the most secret official documents in the
possession of that Administration. All these things done
at a time when the Mandate has not yet been given and the

threatened
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threatened immigration is merely in preparation, have
undoubtedly had the effect of confirming the fears of those
who consider themselves to be owners of the country.
Rightly or wrongly, they believe that room can only be made
for the Jew in their country by their own subjection or
eviction, and so stronzly is this feeling abroad that many
of the less forceful among the people are said to be
contemplating emigration.

13. It is necessary to nake a few passing remarks
upon this guestion of immigration which loomns so menacingly
pefore the eyes of the native population. It is said on
the one hand that the immigration of the Jews will be
wholly for the benefit of the country and on the
o*herthat there is sufficient undeveloped lands to provide
for the coming colonists without any disturbance of the
native population. The first proposition is undoubtedly
true provided that the immigration is strictly regulated
and controlled by the mandatory power. The fellah is
extremely backward in his methods and apathetic and slow
in his intelligence: a reasonable inoculation with the
vigorous mental force of the Jew would be invaluable 1in
the development of the country and people. This 1s even
recognised by the most intelligent of the Arabs and we
have the Grand Mufti, the representative of Islam in
Palestine and a member of the oldest nobility of the
country saying "I too believe the Jews could greatly help
our country, but what terrifies us are the extremists and
the uncontrolled immirration. Who that wants salt empties
the whole cellar into his plate?". It is the misfortune
of the Zionists that they have managed to convey the
impression that such reasonable inoculation "is not what 1s

happening here.)"

14,/
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14, The question of the carrying capacity of the
land is one of great difiiculty. Assuming that the
immigrants are content to occupy the lands as yet undeveloped
and would not make efforts to evict the present holders
from the richer farms, it is & matter of extreme uncertainty
how far the country can carry a nuch heavier population.
In the first place the natives nave a right to demand that
the claims of the natural 1lncrease of their population should
pe first considered. How serious these are can be seen
by an examination of the vital Statistics cor.piled by
Colonel Heron, A.D.M.S. The increase in population under
the improved conditions brought about by the occupation 1is
very remarkable, The nusber of deaths recorded in the
five large towns of Jerusalem, Jaifa, Haifa, Hebron and Gaza,
with an estimated population of 115,36C souls gives for
the year 1918 a ratio per mile of 31.2%: for 1919 the ratio
is 18.17. The birthrate for the same years works out
respectively at 14,18 per mille for 1918, and 29,63 per
mille for 1919. Taking the more accurate figures obtained
under the new system for the six months ending March 3lst 1920,
the estimated death rate for the year works out at 16.24
per mille and birthrate at 29,20 per mille. These figures
on an estimated population of the whole of OJ.E.T.A. (8) of
847.250 works out at an estimated increase of 8621 persons
in one year., On this basis Colonel Heron considers the
increase in ten years might be 100,000, without taking into
account the fact that the present population of the country
is known to be composed very largely of women, 0ld men, and
children, the adult population having largely decrcased during
the war., 4ll Colonel Heron's evidence goes to show that

a/
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a very great increase in the populaticn nay pe looked for
in the near future, & powerful factox veing the very low
rate of infant mortality as compared with other oriental
countries such as Zgyptl.

18. The possibility of planting exten~ivz colonies
of immigrants upon the lind after providing Tor the
natural increase of the indigenous popuration depends on
the amount of unoccuri: 1 aseble land available and the
possibilities of intense cultivation and improved
irrigation schemes, Unfortunately there 18 VETry wide
diversity between the various estimates. Lieutenant-

Colonel Sawer, the Director of Agriculture in 0.E.T.A.(S)

will not put the quantlty of arable lend available at

a higher figure than ©6,000,0CC dorums (one acre equals
approximately 4,1 donums.) of this 4,2¢'S,000 donums

is estimated as under cultivation in 1920, leaving 1,756,000
donums for development.  The greater part of this
cultivable surplus is said 1o be ip the Jordan valley,

the arid and semi-arid areas to the South of Gaza and
Beersheba, the broken and hilly country beciween Acre and
safed and in the line of country tetween fthe Jordan and
Beisan, Colonel Sawer gives it as his opinion that

the possibility of there being a surplus of land capable

of supporting irmigranis after allowing for the natural
expansion of the populaticn depends On +he introduction

of intensive cultivation &nd improved schemes of irrigation
and on the possibility of colonising the Jordan valley,
which latter, however, he doec not think coul? be

colonised by ruropeans. 1t must, nowsver, beé noted

that/
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that Dr. =deT, Political Ufficer of the Zionist Comnission
states that Jewish duropecan Colonies arc already in existznce
in the Jordan valley {Daganieh and others) and that the
jnhatitants have quickly pecome aeclinetised to the conditions
of the district.

¥r. Levin, on the other hand, citing ¥r. Kraus, puts the
totai percentage of cultivable land in desteri Palestine
(0.E.T.A. (3) ) as high as fifty per cent o sixty per cent.
Lieutenant Colonel Sawer, however, points out that Mr. Kraus
claims sixty per cent to seventy ber cent of the desert country
of Beersheba &s cultivable, whereas his own figure for the same
district works out at about 6.3 per cent. ™ view of such a
discrepancy one cannot but suspect & gserious error on one side
or the other and as the territory 1S adristedly largely desert,
it is possible that kr. ¥raus' figure 1S unduly optimistlc - at
any rate it 1s based on the assumption that the country 1s
irrigaed. Tt is also to be opserved that Mr. Levin rightly
lays great stress Gu the valuable territory ~f prans--Jordanié,
the availanle arcas of which he gives at over 5,00C,000 donums.
This territory, however, is not irclucded in 0.E.T.A. (5) and
it would probably require a considerable miiitary force to
protect the colonists were it now 10 be taken OVET. wstimates
of the possible future density of the population vary from Lord
Bryce's 1,500,000 upwards.  The land question 15 further
complicated by the fact that certain ~opedic tribes have
customary gra"ing rights over large st:etches of the country
during par*t cf the year. It is gquite impossible &t present
in view of the immense diversity of these various estimates
to attemut to arrive at any definite conclusicn on tpis point.
It is, however, clear that all immigration should be carefully

regulated/
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regulated and admitted very gradually, both in the
interests of the existing population and in those of
the immigrants themselvces,

l6. From wh&t has already been set out, it is

evident that the fuil comprehension of the salfour

Declaration created a situatio:n of great tension, calling

for the exercise of the greatest delicacy and tact on the

part of the Zionisis, who were 1o benefit by the

Declaration. In order to see how far this was recalised

by the Zionists generally it will be necessary to examine
in some detail the activities of the Zionists during the
past two years.

It was only to be expected that the prospect opensi
up to the Jews of the near r alisation of their age long
aspirations should cause a certain loss of balsnce and
lead to extravagances. In a4 sense all Jews may be very
properly taken as Zicnists, though they difter among
themselves widely s to how the desired restoration is
to come about. The whole race, howev~r, must have
thrilled to the prospect that opened betore ther, the

onrush/
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onrush to fulfilment of long brooded over prophesies.
Too ruch stress should not therefore be placed on
instances of local excitement. Je hcar of indiscreet
pboastings and petty impertinences chiefly by the
immigrant Jews, together with local demonstrations

accompanied by much singing of the Hatikva or

Zionist National anthem. It is a singular comnientary
on the desire of the administration to please, that
in order to check this latter indiscretion, it w.s
considered necessury to suppress the use of all
national anthems including our own, so that even

on King George's birthday, the National Anthem could
not be played in his honour. But these petty
irritations might have passed without serious notice
were it not for the interpretation placed upon the
Declaration by the Zionist Extremists and the
grdwing impatience and detcrmination to push matters

forward of those in authority among them,

17/,
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17. From the very beginning the Lxtremists among tne

7ionists both in their writings and speeches adopted one
interpretation only of the Balfour Declarwtion. There was no
question of mbderate colonisation or a National Home, but a
declaration of Falestine s a Jewish Stute, "as Jewish as
tngland is Lnglish" (¥r. Joseph Cohen 1in a jetter to The Times

of veptember 19th, 1919). The loose langusge of the politicians
was seized upon and elsborated into a naked demand for the
expulsion of the Arubs. ¥r. hperlin wrote a pamphlet entitled
"An open book by one 7ionist to the Arabs® telling the Arabs

they must leave palestine and emigrate to the Hedjaz. It is
true that the more sober ninded among the 7ionists assisted in
the suppression of the parphlet, but the mischief was done.

tr. Israel Zengwill qdded his literwry gifts to fan the flame.
Lr. Leon Limon wrote an urticle in the Zionist Review which, in
spite of the apparent noderation of 1ts con lusion, was hardly
calculated to pacify a panic stricken people.  He begins by a
reference to the Arab population: "There will be”, he says, "a
state of Falestine contulning & mumber of Arab inhabitants, etc.”
One might ulmost imagine he was referring to a handful of gipsy
nomads such as infest the waste jands of Alexendria rather than
to the great majority of the populuation of a country. Later he
goes on to state: "There ure in theory at least three possible
policies, any one of which the Zionists night advocate now and
might strive to get carried out whenever their influence in the
state of Palestine becomes strong enough. These are (1) to
remove the Arsbs from the country by force if they would not go
of their own free will: (2) to leave the Lrabs in the country,
but to put them in a position inferior to that of the Jews; and
(3) to leave the . rubs in the country and invite them to take as
much share as they ure or muy become capuble of taking in its

development....
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development, making no distinction bevieen Jew and Arab from the
point of view of political or cconomic rights."

It is hardly important that }r. Simon ultirately accepted
the third alternative. The effect of the mere statement of
these monstrous propositions on & proud people who copsider
themselves rightly masters of the scil may be easier imagined
than described. The mere fact that dr. Siron was driven to
write such an article in reprobation of the eiCoSSLs of his
fellow Zionists may well pardon the wildest fears of the exist-
ing population.

18. The leading Zionists early became aware of the  mmense
mischief that was belng done by the extravagant pretensions of
their co-religionists and set thenselves to attempt a reconcilia-
tion with the native population.  One of the objects of the
7ionist Commission sent out by the British Government to Palestine
in 1918 was "to help in establishing friendly relations with the
Arabs and other non-Jewish cormunities.”" Dr. Weizmann, the
Chairman of the Commission, toured the country &nd by his
moderation undoubtedly created a certain effecta' Had the
Commission continued on the sarme moderate lines, the crisis
might possibly have been svoided, but it is fzirly clear that
the moderate councils at first prevailing gave way under pressure
of the hot heads among the 7ionists until the activities of the
Commission itself became the chief source of irritation. Not
indeed that the Commission ever appears to have contemplated
any issue but thut of the fulleblown Jewish State. Dr. Lder,

the political officer attached to the l'ission himself declares

that what is contemplated eventually is ng Jewish National State

under Great Britain".

19.....
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19. The activities of this Commission have so important
a bearing on recent events thuat it is necessary to explain why
it was sent out and what vere its objects. According to a
telegram of the 28th Januery 1918 from the Chief of the
Imperial General Staff to the Commander-in Chief (the earliest
mention of the Commission in evidence ¢xamined by the Court)
the objects of the first Zionist Commission were :-

(1) The prevention of land specul.tion during the war.

(2) The re-opening of Jewish Banks.

(3) The establishment of good relations with non-Jewish
elements of the porulation.

(4) The eventual laying of a foundation stone of a Hebrew
University in Jerusalem, under British auspices.

The objects and status of the Commission are laid down
by Dr. weizmann to the late Sir ¥M. Sykes on January 16th 1918
in letters forwarded to the Chief Tolitical Officer by the
Foreign Office. Dr. VWeizmann wrote thuat ¥Fr. Balfour had
approved the plans of the Cormmission and asked that they should
be put on record. As they are the same as wrticles 1 - 6
inclusive of the statement published by the Jewish Chronicle
on kKarch 8th 1918, it is unnecessary to set them out separately.
In the issue of the Jewish Chronicle cited above, the
objects of the Commission ure stated as follows :-
"The Commission should represent the Zionist
organisation. It should act as an advisory body
to the British Authorities in Palestine in all
matters relating to Jews or which muy affect the
establishment in Palestine of a Nationul Home for
the Jewish peoprle in accordunce with the Declaration

of His hajesty's Government. The objects of the
Commission should be :-

(1) To form a bond between the British Authorities
and the Jewish population of Palestine.

(2) To co-ordinate the relief work in Pglestine

and assist in the repatriation of exiled and
evacuated persens and refugees.

(3)..
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(3) To assist in restoring and developin the

colonies and in orgenising the Jewis
population in general.

(4) To assist the Jewish organisation and
institutions in Islestine in the resumption
of their activities.

(5) To help in estublishing friendly relations
with the Arubs and other non-Jewish communitles.

(6) To collect information w:nd report upon the
ssibilities of the future development of the
ggwish settlement and of the country in general

(7) To inquire into the possibility of the
scheme of establishing a Jewish University.

In order to be eble to achieve the foregoing
objects the Commission must have rmission
subject to military necessity to travel,
investigate and make reports upon the above
mentioned matters".

The Court has not had the opportunity of hearing any
evidence as to the negotiations as to this Cormission with His
l.ajesty's Government, but it is curious to note that the
Commission seem to be in a position to define their own mission,
nor does it seem to huve occurred to the Government to establish
any similar body entrusted with the duty of advising as to
native interests. The whole of the arrangements appear to
have been made in England by the Zionist organisation there.

20. On the 9th of October we find proposals made for a
considerable extension of their activities. Certain of these
were agreed to by the Commander-in-Chief, others modified.

The ten proposals in question will be found set out in a
despatch written by Colonel French and produced by Brig.

General .aters Taylor among his exhibits.  The most significant
of these rejected were (3) a proposal that steps :ihould be

taken to encourage and extend the purticipation of Jews in the
Lilitary Administration of the country; (5) that a Land
Commission should be appointed on which there should be

representatives of the Zionist Commission. In (4) they asked

that....
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that Hebrew should be recognised as the language of the Jewish
people in palestine and in (6) that the 7ionist Commrission
should send out experts to ascertain the resources of Falestine
and that they should be guthorised to proceed with such public
works as were necessary and practicable.  The Febrew language
was admitted subsequently, it being, nowever aild down that
English was the official language of the Administration; public
works must, it was pointed out, be confined to Jewish Coionies
and quarters.

These demands are VEry significant of thc growing impatience
of the Commission with the "Status Quo", the only policy possible
until the ¥andate had been assigned by the Powers, and their wide
interpretation of the powers entrusted to them. A serious
feature of their attitude soon developed itself in a tendency to
put pressure on the Administration through the infiuence of their
home organisgtion with the British Govermnment, when they had
failed to persuade the Administration to adopt their views
directly. The Zionist Commission made use of this procedure on
three separate occasions when adrinistrative measures or acts
did not please them. (1) In the matter of ths Land Ordinance,
(2) the establishment of the Egyptian Bonded warehouses, and
(3) in the matter of Agricultural Loans.

21. The first of these interferences resulted in the Land
Ordinance, which it had been proposed to publish in June 1919,
being suddenly held up by an order from Lord Curzon at the
Foreign Office. The position as to land in Palestine was
briefly as follows:- The land registers had nearly all been
renoved by the Turks, and as a cons€gquence no 1and transactions
of sale or mortrage could legally take place in occupied
territory. As, however, it was observed that illegal

transactions
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transactions 1in 1and were taking place, the Administration in
October 1918 issued a proclamation prohibiting any dealings in
1and. This proclamatlon was in the interest of the population
generally. when the registers were recovered preparations were
made to issue &n ordinance allowing 1imited transactions in land.
1t was very desirable to do this as illegal transactions in which
Jews were buying lend were still being reported.  The control of
Large transactions #as carefully kept in the hands of the
Administration us & safeguard against speculation. Without
seeing the draft, the Zionist Commission, who feared that if
there were private transactions previous to the settlement of

the country the price of 1and would go up, protested. The

Commission was at that time in financial straits. It was 1n

vain that the Chief idministrator pointed out the safeguards
against speculatlion .nd that the whole development of the
country was being throttled by the ccntinued rrohibition and
that it was not reasonable to ask in the interests of any
section that the whole populution chould be prejudiced in this
'way. The Commission succeeded in interposing their veto and
the measure was held up.

99. The actual effect of this on the population was not so
irritating as might be imagined except in so far as it convinced
the Arabs and Christians of the power of the Commission. 50
far as the measure went, the natives themselves were very anxious
to check land transactions, fearing the acquisition of their
property by the Jews. They were accordingly inclined to consider

the prohibition an advantage. The interference of the Commission, :

!
|
!

however, drew forth a very vigorous protest from General Xoney,

the then Chief Administrator, who peinted out that the action of

the....
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the Commission was a bad augury for any future Administration
of the country attempting to carry out the usuai British
practice of governing the country in the best interests of all
sections of the community without giving uniue preference to
any particular section.

o3 The cuase of the Lgyptian Bonded warehouses is dealt
with in a despatch sent by Lord Allenby ito the wear Office, a
copy of which will be fcund in the exhibits. 1In this case
the cause of the intervention of the Commission was the refusal
of O0.L.T.A (8) to entertain an application from a body of Jaffa
Jews to provide similar services tc those of the Bonded ware-
houses Zompany. This application it was impossible to entertair
es the applicants were not only entirely without the requisite
experience and organisation, but further consisted of traders
and representatives of firms 1n competition with the very
importers whose confidential agents they would have become.
The matter was extremely urgent and the arrangement entered
into with the Lgyptian Bonded warehouse Company took the form
of a short ierm lease, which it was understood would not be

binding on the future Government. It is characteristic of the

attitude of the Zionist Commission that &lthough Dr. Eder, the
Chairman, is said by Lord Allenby to have expressed himself
sutisfied and to have realised thut there was no ground for
criticism of this temporary arrangement, the same gentleman
quoted this case to the Court as an instance of anti-Zionist
bias on the part of the Administration.

24, The incident of the veto on the Agricultural Loans, ‘
however, had a far greater effect in inflaming the growing
irritation of the population against the Zionists. As no

mortgages between private persons and hanks could be carried out,
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it became necessary for the Administration to help the
cultivators in order thut they might get their properties into
order and cultivation again. A system of agricultural loans
nad existed under the Ottoman regime and wes well understood.
The Administration sccordingly proposed a scheme by which it
would directly advanceé money to actual cultivators on mortgage
to the Administration. The /fdministration actually got the
money to advance from the Anglo-bgyptlan Bank and guaranteed
the iﬁterest to the Bank, the Bank having no relations with the
cultivators and no interest in the land mortgaged. The
arrangements were in working order and giving great satisfaction,
when the Zionists objecied on the grounds that there was
favouritism to the Anglo-Egyptlen Bank and that the Anglo-
Palestine Bank - a Jewish Bank - should have been given the
opportunity of advancing the money to +he Administration: also
that the scheme interfersd with the "Status Cuo" by causing an
appreciation in the value of land. The latter ground is
interesting as showing that the Zionist organisation was ready
to plead the "status Quo" when they thought it was in their
interest to do so. By order of the Foreign Office the granting
of further loans was stopped.

The people at once came to the conclusion that the Zionists
nad interfered in order that they should be left in great
straits and should ultirutely have to sell their lands to the
7ionists at any price. Although Dr. “‘2izmann subsequently
agreed that there had been a mistuke, the mischief was done.

o5. Dr. Weizmann seems to have exercised a reascneble and
moderating influence whenever he personally was able to inter-

vene. There is evidence to show, however, that latterly he
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was uneble to control the txtremists of his pariy, and under
Lr. Ushishkin, & Russian refugee, the methods of the Commission
becare more and more aggressive and sutocratic. It appears to
have been Mr. ferbert Samuel who first enlightened the Chief
Administrator as to the extent to which the Zionist Comrissicn
had assumed the role of & a1l blown Administration. For rTuli
jetails reference must be mude to the despatch of 5ir Louis Bols
filed in the exhibits: 1t will be sufficient here to point out
certain cpecial features of the organisation. It amounts to
this that every department of the official administration is
duplicated in the Zionist Commission. The organisation consists
of no less than a hundred individuals and it 1s clear from an
exumination of the deteils given thut a complete edministrative
machine is in active operaticn.

96. To take a few instances: the Ieace Courts, an ancient

-———

Jewish system of urbitration, have been developed into a
complete system of Judicature within the country.  There are
0% Judicial Courts with 245 Judges, a Court of Appeal and 2
regular systen of procedure. They charge fees and execute
judgements, entirely indepencent of the Civil Courts of the
country. There is reason to suspect mOTEOVEYT that submission
to these courts is not always voluntary.

Folice. The 7ionist Cormission have taken up the position
that they are entitled to have ull Jewish candidates pass thrcugh
their hands and it is still more remarkable that the Administratior

should have admitted the claim which must tend to nake all such

candidates....
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candidates 100K to the Commission for their ordeTs. This 1s
on all fours 4with the disastrous system of permitting Lae
Commission 1O subsiise pelice and other officials in the
service of the Administration, a syster which could orly have
one possible result, as cane out very clearly in the Cornfield.
cuse, One would huve thought that the Scriptural Admcnition
as to the impossibiiity of serving lwo rasters might have
presented itself to the minds of the Administration. Such
a divided loyalty could only have One result and this 1s
doubtless seen in the efficiency of the 7ionist Intelligence
gervice to which reference will be nade latewr.

Defence. 1he organisation of this Torce is ancther instance
of the determination of the Zionists to act inlependently of the
rdministration, hut thers is & certain excuse for their ection
in the circumstances which induced it. It will be necessary
to refer to this matter surther in ccnnection with the riots ané
the Jabotinsky case. 71 is = 1little singular that a Husiness
which was openly carried out - they drilied in public places and
marched through the streets - and vhich was known and adversely
commented or by tne populace at large sheald only nave become
known to'the Vilitary Governor of Jerusalem immedistely beforc

the cutbreak.

Intzslligence. This Gepartnent ol the ziorist organisation
is admitted to be extremely efficient. It is the commcn talk
of @he people, not without evidence to back it, that this
department has access to all pocialand telegraph metter and
that no documents of the Administration are secret from it.

One of their agenls was arrested in Hebren a snort time ago in

possession.....
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possession of & pess issued by the rionist Commission secret
agent, Blumenfeld; this puss certified the bearer to be on
Cc.I1.D., 0.E.T7.A.(8) duty. Dr. weizmann recently cited to
Brig.General Wiaters Taylior, the Chief of Steff, the preamble
of so confidential & document as the 8th Rrigade Defence Scheme
and abruptly refused to say where he had obtained 1t. The
7ionists' system of intelligence evidently kxnew a great deal
more about the 1mner working of the Administration than the
corresponding department of the Administration did about the
Zionists.

public Health. This department is run by the American

7ionist Yedical Unit. It is admitted they have done excellent
ﬁork, but they have shown & marked tendency to try end work
independently of the Fublic Fealth Department of the
Administration and vo annex 211 the credit for sanitary WOI'K
done in the couniry. This was very noticesble even in the
evidence given before the Court. While Colonel Heron, who was
sble to refute practically every allegation made against his
depactment by Dr. Rubincw, the head of the A.Z.M.U., gave a
generous recognition of the sssistance rendered by the A.Z.M.U.,
Dr. Rubinow on the other hand could find ncthing but grievances
snd was very grudging in his admission of good work done by the
Administration.

It is unnecessary to go further into detail with
regard to the working of these rival departments, for they are
very fully dealt with in Sir Louis Bols' despatch. It 1s
difficult, however, to resist the conclusion of the Chief
Administrator that this state of affairs cannot continue without
grave danger to the public peace and to the prejudice of the

Administration. The si‘uation 1s, in truth, intolerable.

27 eees
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27. Two further examples may be cited to show the extent to

&

which the Zionists ultimately carried their autocratic method of
dealing with the Administration. At the second demonstration in

March last, the Mayor of Jerusalem, Musa ¢asem el Husainil Pashsa was

present.  No very definite evidence is to hand as to what he did,
“but the 7ionists strongly resented his action, with the result that
a ietter was sent to him directly, signed by Mr. David Yellin,
practically dismissing him from his post. (A copy of this letter

is attached). Mr. David Yellin is the head of the Council of

Jerusalem Jews and though not a member of the Zionist Commission 1is

in close touch with that organisation. Subsequently El Husaini Pasha
was dismissed without inquiry by Colonel 3torrs, the Military Governor
of Jerusalem. No doubt the Governor was within his rights in doing
this. The decision to dismiss the layor had already been made owing
to his incapacity, and the reasons assigned by Colonel Stores for not |
suspending the execution of that decision are certainly powsTful.

It was unfeortuna’.e, however, that it had to be persisted in after the
dictatorial letter of the Jerusalem Council, a letter which called
forth a reproof from the Chief Administrator and an assurance from the
chief of Staff, Brigadier General Jaters Taylor to the kayor that
"until correct procedure is followed and results endorsed by the
Administration, your position as Mayor of Jerusalem in unimpaired."
The subsecuent dismissal of the Mayor without his being heard and

thc appointment of Mr. David Yellin as the new Deputy Mayor, had a
profound effect on his co-religionists, definitely confirming the
conviction they had already formed from other evidence that the

Civil Administration was the mere puppet of the Zionist organisation.
This particular instance is a very good example of the want of

1iaison which is frequently to be noticed between the IHilitary
Government of Jerusalem and O.E.T.A.(S). It is scarcely credible
that Colonel Storrs was made aware of the assurance of Brigadier
General Waters Taylor or we imagine that he would at least have

given the Mayor a hearing. It was, moreover, peculiarly unfortunate

LY 4
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that this man's dismissal from coffice should nave been notifi=d to
him the day follcwing his giving his evidence b2fore the Court.
Colonel Jtorrs in his evidence gives cther instances or this lack of
cohesion which frequently rlaced him in an awkward position, owing te
decisions being arrived at by 0,E.T.A.(8S) which concerred his office,
but of wnich he was not kept informed.

<8. "he other example is the series of letiers addressed to the
Chicf Administrator and czrtain © his officials after the riots.
These 1lctters are set out in the despatch o Sir Louls Bols to
General Headquarters dated S1st April, 1920. The tone of these
letters is, as S5ir Louis Bols complains, percmptory and dictatorial,
and such as no Administration could be expected to tolerate. It
must, however, be borns in mind that they were written at a time of
great excivement and that the Zionists had then taken up an openly
hostile attitude towards the Administration. b

29. It i1s difficult to resist the concliusion on a calm review
of the evidence before the Court that the Zionists' attitude justifies
the description of one of tae witnesses, Dr. Paterscn, an old resident
in Hebron, as arrogant, insolent and provocative. To the native,
they seem to have adopted an attitude at first contcmptuous and |
peremptory, and laler, when they tecane aware of the srowing feeling
aroused by their attitude., a resentment rnot unningled with fear,

Get animal est tres mechant
Si cn 1l'attaque il se defend!

Towards the Administration they adcpted the attitude of "We want the
Jewish State and we won't wait”, and they did not hesitate to avail
themselves of every means open to them in this country snd aobroad to
force the hand of an Administration bound to respect the "Status Quo"
anc to commit it, and thcreby future Administrations, to a policy not
con.cmplated in the Balfoﬁr Declaration. It is not to be wondersd

at that the Arab population complaired of bias on the part of the g

Administration in favour of the Jews. - They see ~he administration

répeatedly
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overruled by the Zionist Commission; they see the Zionist
commission intermeddling in every department of Government, in
Justice, Public Health, Legislation, Public vorks, and forcing
the Administration as in the case of the %ilhelma concession
to interfere in their favour, in a'purely business transaction.
They see Jews excluded from the operations of the Public
Custodiasn with regard to enemy property: they have seen the
introduction of the Hebrew language on an equality with Arabic
and English: they have seen considerable immigration not
effectively controlled: they see Zionist staﬁps on letters
and 7ionist young men drilling publicly in the open spaces of
the town. Finally they have seen them proceed;ng to the
election of a Constituent Assembly. What more natural than
that they should fail to realise the iﬁmense difficulties

the Administration was and is labouring under and come to

the conclusion that the openly published demands bf the

Jews were to be granted and the guarantees in the Declaration
were to become but a dead letter?

30, - Another ind;écretion of the Jews, moreover, had
succeedea in adding fuel of the most combustible kind'to the
growing fire. Christians and Moslems alike have the deepest
concern for the Holy'Places of Jerusalem. Rightly or wrongly
they suspect the intentions of the Jews with regard to these,
the Roman Catholics mere particularly with regard to the.
christian Holy Places and the Moslems with regard to the;.
Haram el Sherif, whijh they can never forget is the site |
of the jewish Temple. Now previous to the war, the Jews
had already entered into negotiations to secure a piece of
1and for a Jewish meeting place close to the Wailing "all,
the land in question being a "aqf of the Moroccans.

The o«




32

1117

35.
The scnene Was taken up again in 1918, btut opposition had then
been raised and the scheme had to Dbe dropped.

The Waillng wall is in reality the "estern Wall of the

Haram, the bottom COUrSES consisting of huge blocks certainly
dating trom the time of the Jewish Temple, though whether Kercd's
or Solomon's is not clear. This wall the Jews claim as thelr
possession, put it is glmcst certain that they have 1O clair in
law, the wall together with the rest of the Haram being the
property o the sulZan of murkey in his sovereign capacily.
Recently the question has arisen in a more qcute form through
the attempts of the voslems to repair certain of the UPpeT
courses of theé wall. The correspondence which has ensued
petween the JEWS and the Administration with reference 1O
this subject throws considerable light on the extent of
Jewish claims in this directlon. The Rabbi Kook in his
1etter of 30th May declares that the Temple area and the
whole or the Mount are npound in the end to revert to us"

and asks the government to entrust the *alling “gll "to

the care and control of the Representatives of JTewry:

and any reparations that shall be required we shall carry
out ourselves.' The Zionist commission in their letter 1o
colonel Storrs of May 16ih 1020 declare tne qct of repeiring
the wall by the Moslems & togerilege’, and the Council

of Rabbis writling to Colonel Storrs oOn June 2nd 1920 say
nPhe Holy Wall, the ‘iailing 911 is the propertly of Israel
gs- far as the heavens -~d ne other person or persons 1S
allowed to touch 1T eeseerer At the same time W€ beg 10
jeclare our right 1o recognise the sgcredness of the

whole Moriah and Temple area; W€ are sure tnat the day will

Come » o0
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core and God will deliver his people; and our Holy Temple 1

will be rebuilt in its glory as in the days Of 0l@ oceeccecees™
Ssuch language may doubtless be considered as nothivg !

but the pious expression of millenial hopes by deeply

religious men. The Moslems, however, will be inclined

to look to the practical activities of the Zionist Commission

and to suspect that the Jess spiritually minded among them may
be tempted to hasten *ne fulfilment of prophesy. In view 3

of *he ganctity of the Haram in the eyes of all Moslems, such

a suspicion is enough to fire not only the Moslems of
palestine, but ths whole of Islam. ,
z1, Tt may be seid that, once the palfour Declarsiinn %“
was published, the native population should have recognised its jy
finelity and trusting in the guarantees it contains, ceased to -
agitate or to feel alarm. A number of factors, however,
created doubts as to whether the Balfour Declaration would
ever come into cperation, not only in the minds of the public
but in those of officials of the Government. ¥irstly the
Administration was at one period (the date Is uncertain)
instructed to send out a circular asking various localities
and communities how and by whom they would prefer to be
governed, Secondly there was the announcement of an
inter-Allied Commissio which was also to enquire how
Palestine would wish t» be governed. This commission never
arrived in its inter-~Ailied form, the American portion

coming alone in June 1919 to report to Fresident %“1ilson.

They held, according the Major ° agrett, a sporadic

plebiscite all over the country. Then the american zionist

Commission ...
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commission is said to have raintained the general notion that
things were being examined from the outside.,  Again there
was the Anglo-French Declaration (date not given) which
said that the Allies had no intention of imposing upon any
part of the Turkish umpire any institutions which they do
not want.

A1l these fitful essays tended to confuse and
exasperate the people.  Then the Peace negotiations dragged

on interminably inviting every xind of speculation as to the

possible issue, and finslly no definite proncuncement. was made

by the Administraticn, sO that the people were never

squarely faced with a chose jugee, a thing which in the

e et
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rast often works miracles in versuading the people to accept the

inevitablec

29. fThis raises the question of the wisdom of with-

holding *he Foreign Office pronouncemcnt on Zionisms which was

eventually issued on 28th April 1920. This declaration or

one similar to it, had been forwarded to Ge.eral Money, the

then Chief Administrator, who in the exercise of his dis:retion

and with the assent of General Headquarters, declined the

responsibility of publishing it, a course subsequently followed

by both his successors, General Watson and General Bols.
Both General Money and General tiatson considered, and
presumably the High Comrand agrecd, that there were military
dangers in the publication of the declaration during their
tenure of office: General Bols considered the announce-
ment would awaken antagonism.  The question was

doubtless oo
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doubtless one of extreme delicacy, but in the light of

subsequent events and misunderstandings, 11 would probably

nave been better to have published the declaration and risked

the consequences.

330 e have then arrived at a condition of affairs where

the native population, disappointed of their hopes, panic-
stricken as to their future, exasperated beyond endurance by
the aggressive gttitude of the Zionists, and despairing of
redress at the hands of an Administration which seems to them
powerless before the Zionist organisation, lies a ready prey
for any form of agitation nostile to the British Government
and the Jews. Such agitation was not and is not wanting.
Firstly there is the movement for a United cyria with which
+he Tmir Feisal 1s directly associated as chief. This 1s
the principal movement openly advocated by the clubs such
as the Moslem~Christian, puntada el Araby, etc., and the
main object of the dgemonstrations which took place arly
in this year. The declaration of ~"mir Feisal as King, of
United Syria, including Palestine, gave an 1lmmense fillip
to the movement. The country, mOreover, was infested with
Sherifian officers carrying on an sctive propaganda. It
is impossible to follow the moverent in all its ramifications
in this report and for a true appreciation of the formidable
dangers it discloses, recourse must be had to the reports
of Colonel Bramley, the Lssistant Administrator (Police)
on this and kindred subjects.

Te attitude of the Administration towards this
declaration of the Emir Feisal has deen criticiseds Ve
£ind the Chief Administrator, and the High Commissioner

in agreement with him, contemplating a recognition of

Feisal ..o
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Feisal as King immediately after the declaration. Guch
g policy was 1n intention to give Feisal a mere nominal
suzerainty over ralestine and Mesopotamia: 1ts attractions
from certain points of view are evident, for it would have
quieted a good deal of foreign anti-Zionist propaganda
in the zountry, as well as afforded a sop to the irritated
susceptibilities of the Arabs, On the other hand such a
policy at such a time of tension might have had the effect
-f encouraging the native population in its op osition to
the Balfour Declaration and would be considered as dealing a
blow to Ziorist aspirations: It is not certain how far this
contemplated recognition became public generally, but the
7ionists certainly got to know of jt. Mr. Herbert Samuel,
on it being broached to him, entered a vigorous protest.
we will refer to this question again later on.

34, Closely interwoven with the United Syria movement
15 the Pan-Islamic agitation, which seeks to unite Islaa
from India to the Mediterranean. This again connects up
with the Pan-Turanian ideals which favour the aspirations
of their Turkish co-religionists. All these movements are
now definitely enti-British and Anti-Allies, and their
combined efforts are directed to fan the flame lit by the
discontent of the Palestinian population.

A more subtle undercurrent runs through all these
movements on the one side and within the Zionist movement
itself on the other. Russian Eolshevism is undoubtelly
working underneath the surface both southwards from the
Caucasus ito Damascus and in Palestine itself in the very

heart ...
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heart of Zionism. lLarge numbers of the Jewish immigrants
hold Bolshevist views and the Faola Zion Club of which

Lt. Jabotinsky is said to be the organiser, is a definite
Bolshevist institution. Attention is purticularly drawn to
the renurkuble circular issued by this club and printed by
Volpert and Company of Jauffa, subsequent to the riots, which
definitely throws over the Zionist leaders and declares for
the “world Froleturiat and the Social Revolution." The appeal
is to the Arab fellah and worker and it is said that the same
kind of appeal is being made to the same classes on the other

side of the Jordan.

The Jewish Case.

35. Huving examined in considerable detail the case made
by the ..rab population against the Government and the various
causes which may have been sauid to huve given rise to the
intense feeling which culminuted in the outbreak on raster Day,
it is now necessary to pass shortly in review the case against
the Administration as presented by the Zionists. This case
was presented and pressed with o degree of bitterness by the
Zionists remurkuble cven after muking due allowance for the

injury and alarm their compatriots had suffered in the riots.

They persist in describing the events of these days as a "pogrom",

a word which clearly irputes connivance to the Administration:
Jr. de Sola Pool guve as his definition of the word that it
meunt "an attack on the Jews of the city carried out by the
lower lawless elements who were given free play by the non-
interference of the police and those charged with the keeping of
order. Not necessarily with the connivance of the Government,
but almost invariably of the lower police officials."

The Zionists also allege that the Administration and its

officials have been steadily biassed against the Zionists and

disloyal..... . -~
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disloyal to the policy 1sid down in the Balfour Declaration:

that by the exhibition of this bias they encouraged the Arabs

to think thut & massacre of the Jews would be pleasing to the

sdministration: that they failed to make uzdequate preparations

to meet u premeditated attack in spite of repeated warnings,

and that by their coquetting with the Sherifians and the Emir

Feisal, they precipitated the catastrophe.  The question of the

pehaviour of the police and the question of premeditation and

want of preparation may best be left for consideration when we

come to discuss the actual occurrences of Kaster week.

The questions to be examined here are how far the allegations

of bias und encouragement of the irabs can be said to be justified.
36. In order to understand the situation, it is necessary ;

to have a clear idea of what the position of the Administration |

was. The Administrution is a military organisation acting unier

a Chief Administrator who takes his orders from t he Commander-in- |

Chief, (Lord Allenby) through the General Officer Commanding

(General Congreve). The latter consults the Commander-in-Chief ‘
on mzjor questions und acts for himself in other respects.
The war Office is ultirutely responsible for the execution of

the policy dictuted, but they do not lay it down. They act on
instructions from the Foreign Office. |
Now the instructions given to the various Chief Administrators !
who have directed the Administration, have always been to follow
out exactly Chapter 14, Articles 355 et seq of the Yanual of
}ilitory Law, which lays down the proper procedure for the

occupant of occupied eneny territory. This 1s 1n principle the
maintenance of the Status “uo: in the words of Article 354 "it

is no longer considered permissible for him to work his will

unhindered, altering the existing form of Government, upsetting

the. ..
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the constitution and domestic laws and ignoring the rights of
the inhabitants.”

Such an administration hus nitherto been expected to be
of a purely transitory charscter, not enduring for more than
a few months at most. The protracted peace negotiations,
however, have necessitated the prolongation of this temporary
form of administration during several years and it has become
1ncrea51ngly difficult to follow the strict rule and maintain

the Status Juo. These difficulties have mostly been caused

yw;
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by the instructions emanating from the Foreign Office in favour

of the Zionists und have resulted in certain proclamations such

as that introducing the Hebrew language, clearly at variance
with the Status Guo. The permission given to the Zionist

Commission and the increasing pressurc placed upon the

tdministration has made it excessively difficult to follow out

the definite instructions under which its officials act.

It will be remembered that the Zionist Commission, while making ]

continuous deﬁands which amounted to violations of the Status
wuo, did not hesitate to fall back on the Status Quo when it

suited their purpose and ultimately by their abuse of their

influence at home with the British Government induced the Foreign

Office to add further to the harassment of the Administration by

its direct interference, a state of affairs which became even

more impossible when the late Chief Political Officer, Colonel

lLeinertzhagen, claimed and exercised the right to deal directly

with the Foreign Office, irrespective of the opinions of his
military chiefs. The condition became one of perpetual
conflict between the Administration attempting to follow out
its definite instructions and the Zionists seeking in every

direction to commit the Administration to a policy favouring

their pretentions.

8....
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z7. Now the accusations of the Zionists as to bias shape
themselves roughly under three heads. (1) Indiscreet remarks
by various officials showing personal bias against the Jews,
(2) definite acts showing bias on the part of the Administration
and its officials; (3) dealings with the Emir Feisal indicating
disloyalty to the policy laid down by the British Government.
Under the first group the Zionists have collected a number of
chance exclamaticns and expletives which have fallen from the
lips of exasperated officials at odd times and have been
zeslously noted Cown by attentive Jewish witnesses for future
use. Tt will occur to most people that any community under
1ike conditions night collect & similar batch of trivialities
capable of suggesting 111 feeling. It does not seem to have
occurted to the Zionists that it is possible for an English
official to have a personal dislike for a type and yet do his
duty conscientiously in spite of it. As a matter of fact
nearly all the instances cited concern four particular officials
whe on representation being made to the Admihistration as to
their attitude were relieved of their functions.  The principal
of these cfficiuls =i Colonel Gabriel, the late financial
adviser, whose budget came in for a severe criticism from
Dr. Bder for what he called its "tendencious language." Cclornel
Gabrial did not encourage Zionism in this budget and he
certainly rade use of one offensive expression when he talked of
"exotic Jews." Fe peid the penalty in removal from office.
To say that this handful of instances proves persistent bias on
the part of Administration officials is surely an extreme
deduction.

It is necessary, however, to examine the evidence of a
witness of much more serious importance, who undoubtedly is the
chief support of the Zionists in their contention - that is

Colonel......



Colonel Yeinertzhagen, the late Chief Folitical Officer.
1t is unfortunute that the Court was obliged to call Colonel
VYeinertzhagen very early in the Inquiry owing to his impending
departure for tngland and had no opportunity of recalling him
at a more developed stage: & nore sezrching cross examination
might have shed much necessary iigut on this witness'
instructions from the Foreign Office and his personal attitude.

38 Colonel Peinertzhagen's view of his countrymen's
attitude towards the Zionists 1s so damnatory that it had best
be quoted in full. He says "] pelieve that most FEnglishmen have
snherited a dislike for the Jew........ I do not think any
normal body of British officers could hold the scales equally
between Jew and Yoslem. I do not think any civil administration
could do so unless it had a certain sympathy with the Jewish i
cause." A sweeping statement of this character is extremely !
difficult tc meet: it might with at least egual justice be
said thut no nation has shown itself more widely tolerant of
the Jew than the Lnglish, and it ignores the proved capacity
of Imperial officials to maintain a high standard of equal
justice throughout the Empire irrespective of their personal
likes and dislikes. Indeed it is fairly clear from Colonel
Yeinertzhagen's own stutement that what he demands is not this
equal holding of the scales, but a definite bias in favour of
the Zionists. [He is wholly unable to appreciate the justice of
the native case, which he dismisses contemptuously as
"superficially justifiable", becususe in his view, the Arab is a
very inferior person.

A glance at other portions of this witness' evidence
gives a possible scale by which to estimate it. He states that
"the correct Zionist policy has always been misrepresented 1o
the Arabs, in some case deliberately, the main-anti-Zionist _~

argume’nt‘('{"o o ®
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argument beiug that Zionism mesns a Jewish State, which is a
phrase 1've only heard used by the Administration and by anti-
7ionists among the population «c...eee Zionism has never
contemplated a Jewish Government in Palestine.” No doubt this

is the correct interpretution of the Balfour Declaratlon.and that
put forward by the 7ionists when on their best behaviour, but all
the evidence adduced before the Court points to a mental
reservation quite opposed to Colonel Meinertzhagen's statement
wnd the most violent expression of this intention comes from men,
who if not officiual Zionists, &re certainly Zionists. Again
this witness gives as one of the causes of the strained relations
between the Administration and the zionists the fact that "the
British Administration has been asked to administer a policy
which they consider unfair and unjust as it involves, 1n their
opinion, the minority ruling the majority." The British
tdministration had definite orders to maintain the Status Quo,

a fact which Colonel Feinertzhagen himself admits a little

luter on.

It is not really necessary to analyse Colonel
Lleinertzhagen's evidence to disclose the contradictions in which
he has involved himself. It is fairly clear that, just as in
one or two unfortunate cases certain individual officials have
betruyed anti-Zionist bias, so Colonel Meinertzhagen arrived
with a definite anti-Arab bias and a prejudice in favour of
7ionism and took his views from the Zionists alone. It is
possible that the unfortunate example of Colonel Gabriel threw
him violently into the opposite camp; there is something
significant in his admission to Brig.General waters Taylor that
he believed that he was Dr. Beizmann's nominee.

A careful examination of Colonel Neinertzhagen's

reckless championship of the Zionist cause fails to convince the
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Court that he has added umaterially to the proof of general bias
charged against the C.E.T.4. (S) officials, while Colonel

Meinertzhagen's own indiscretions on a tour which was apparently
intended to conciliate the arabs, rev-al him as an agent who,
however capable of doing good work in other spheres is
singularly out of place in the nast.

A much juster view of the situation can be obtained
by the examination of the evidence of Lieut.Colonel Bentwich,
Senior Judicial Cfficer of the Administration. Lieut.Colonel
Bentwich is an English Jew and an ardent and convinced Zionist,
and he impressed the Court as being a nost fair minded and
reliable witness. This is what he says "I don't think there
has leen a general bias. There have been one or two cases of
officers in the administration who had - Colonel Gabriel had,
and one or two others were anti-Jjewish. ‘These officers have
been dealt with. I think the Jews are a little out to seek !
offence. They are too sensitive and ready to teke offence and
there is action and re-action accordingly. the Jews regarded
the declaration of 1917 as sometning which was to be fulfilled
immediately and have been worried and déisappointed by the delay.

I think also there has been too much ostentation and demonstra- .
tion.irritating to the populace." This evidence deserves the
profoundest consideration for it really sums up the whole matter.
39. Coming to the allegations of definite acts showing
bias on the part of the Administration, three principal
witnesses give evidence in detail: Dr. Rubinow, head of the
A.Z.¥4.U., Captain Samuel, an official of the Legal Department,
O0.E.T.A. (S) and Dr. Eder, Political (fficer of the Zionist

Comnission./
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Comnm-ss.cn, ‘'Taking Dr. Rubinow's evidence first, the following
are his principal allegations:- (1) Difficulties placed in
the way of the work of his hospital irstanced by thes cutting

off of the water when he disputed the water rate. Colonel Grey

Donald denies that this was ever done intentionally. ‘the water

supply is not a constant service and is freyaently cut off from
causes out of control of ihe Jerusualew aathorities.  (2) the
arrest of a midwife in Tiberias. ‘The details of this case are
given in the appendix from which it is clear that this woman was
using a forged diploma. (3) Unfair treatment of personnel in
the taking over of anti-malarial work by the public Health
Department, Colonel Heron shows conclusively that the arrange-
nents for taking over were nade in agreement %ith the A.0.H.U.
and that the posts of fered to the Zionist officials were refused
by them as being too poorly paid. (4) That the work of the
unit was ignored by the Public Health Department in the first i
report of the Administration. Colonel Heron nas shovn that the
Public Health Department made no report that year and the
omission, if it was not an oversight (the unit had only been
working a few months) was the work of Colonel Gabriel. On the
other hand Colonel Heron is able to demonstrate (1) that the
unit received continual help from the Public Health Departuent,
and (2) that they were not generous in their attempts to obtain
credit for worx in which they only participated., Dr. Rubinow's
evidence was marked throughout by a want of fairness, to say the
least of it, an interesting instance of which is his account of
the reasons for Colonel Storrs going to pass the night in the
hospital during the riots, which should be carefully compared
with Colonel Storrs' own account of what actually occurred.

40. Captain Samuel's allegations are as follows: (1) The
failure to arrest Mohamed Zaid Nati. ‘“his man is a Sheikh of th-
Ghazzawieh Tribe of Bedouins, and the arrest would have

reqguired /
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required something like an expedition. As a matter of fact

actual fighting with this tribe did occur on April 22nd last.

(2) Failure to stop the 71iberias antl-alonlqt demonstrations.
This evidently was a question of policy for the local authoritye.
Riots ensaed in which the blame wes mwore or less egaally

divided between the Jews and the Arabs as may be seen irom the
table of convictions in the appendix.  uhe so-called
dermonstrations were ostensibly wedding parties and difficalt

to handle. (3) Removal of a Zionist shield from a shon in
Safed. Apgain the local authority probably used its discretion,
this town being in a ¢istrict in which thé Arab population is
very excitable. (4) The fishing rights on the Lake of Fooleh -
unfair preference of an .rab. There apnear to have bern
certain irregularities over this auction on both sides.

The administration eventually confirmed the contract to the
Arab, which was only for one year, probably considering that in
all the circumstances it was best Kept undisturbed, There is
no special reason 1o suppose they were influenced by a fear of
annoying the Arabs, as suggesied. The officer concerned with
the aiction, Captain ¥Flynn, was subseguently dispensed with over
another matter. While on the subject of Captain Samuel's
evidence_it is interestinz to note that he himself complains of
unwarrantable interference during the investipgation into the
Tiberias riots of a Zionist representativs, 2 Russian named

Ben jamin Grad.

41. Dr. Eder, whose evidence from his position and
reputation carried the most weight, cites the following
exanples: (1) The tendencious language of the Buadget
statement of 1919-2C. It has already been admitted that the
paragraphs complained of may bear some such interpretation and
one at least is o“fensive. Colonel Gabriel was responsible

for /



for this Budget, which he published without submitting proofs

to the heads of the departments for approval, and his services
nave since been dispensed with. (2) Jaffa Chamber of Comnerce -
failure to give proportional renresentation 1o Jewish mcrchants.
This may have been an error of discretion cr a desire io naintain
the Statas Guo. (3) Stein's machine shop. There seems 10
have been good reason for nhesitation here in the managing
directors' admitted bankruptcy (or liquidation, as Dr.Eder
prefers to call it)., LEventually they were allowed to take
possession.  (4) vagner's factory, and (5) Hardegg's Hotel.
any discrimination there nay have been in these cases SECNS to
have been exercised in favour of »nglish demcblised soldiers and
not to aArabs. The reuson propounded by br.uder that the Jews were
refused the Hardegg Hotel "because it was near the Protestant
Church" remains an explicable mystery. (6) Egyptian Bonded
varehouses. This has be~n already explained. The Company
were equipped and experienced and ready to do the work which was
urgent. The Jews were not. ‘The contract was for the shortest
possible pefiod. (7) Leasine, of land at ‘"achtihvah and Ben
Shemen. Here there was an apparent differentiation owing to
local causes only. The Araubs appear 1o have put in a
possessory title and the confirmation to the Jew would undoubtedly
have led to disturtiace. (8) The Sand Dunes, Richon le Zion.
Reference to the appendix will show that a very difficult legal
question was involved in this case, which neither side was
prepared to take into court.

42. This practically exhausts the specific incidents of
alleged bias, and it 1is evident that in all but one or 1wo
instances there is no question of unfair discrimination at all,

while /
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while even in those as to which there may be some doubt, the

discrimination was not influenced by any preference for Arab
as against Jew, but was dictated by questions of local policy
and the anxiety to avoid disturbance over doubtful cases.
On this issue as on that of general bias, the 7Zionists completely
fail to make good their contention.

4%. It remains to examine the third allegation that the
dealings of the Administration with the smir Feisal indicated
a disloyalty to the policy 1aid down by the British Government
and encouraged the Arabs to attack the Jews. Reference has
already been made to this action of the Administration; it will
be necessary to follow the political situation a little more
closely to appreciate what was occurring. In January 1920,
the Emir Feisal was conducting a campaign in favour of a French
mandate over Syria, including palestine. This was by
arrangement with M. Clemenceau, the terms of which appear to be
(1) a United Syris, including Palestine, under French assistance;
(2) an autonomous Lebanon; (3) an autonomous Hauran (both,
however, included in the Syrian Fingdom); (4) the withdrawal of
all French troops from Syria; (5) the acceptance of French
political and expert advisers who are to be considered public
servants of the Syrian ¥ingdom. Sheikh Fued-el-Khati, the
Emir's Director of Foreign affairs, who is thoroaghly pro-
British, informed Brig.General ‘Yaters Taylor that a violent anti-
British propaganda was going on not only in Syria, but in
Palestine, Mesopotamia and Persia and that it was actively
supported by French funds: that the Emir Feisal was now
completely under the influence of the French. The Sheikh
foretold not only disaster to Syria, but unrest all over the
British Moslem world.

It is admitted that the Administration were not taken by
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surprise by the declaration of ¥ingship by the Emir Feisal;

it was recognised as the culmination of French intrigue.

The French were prepared to recognise Arab independence and to
evacuate their zones provided the British evacuated Mesopotamia
and Palestine. They stated that they resognised that they were
not wanted by the people and would only stay because the British
were staying, and that they would claim their zone, whilst
recognising Feisal, if the British remained.

It was to meet this situation that the Chief Administrator
and his advisers deliberated as to the advisability of extending
British recognition of Feisal as ruler of an Arsb State,
including the English Provinces of Mesopotamia and Palestine.
The proposition was exceedingly tempting - it would probably
put an end to French intrigue, satisfy the pride and national
spirit of the Syrians by giving a nominal overlordship to
Feisal, which would not interfere with the actual control of
either ourselves or the French in our respective zones, and
generally pacify the Arab States. The suggestion was viewed
with favour by both Lord Allenby and Lord Milner and in .the face
of such support, it must be presumed that there were grave and
weighty reasons of general policy affecting the near and middle
gzast which justified deliberation on such a proposal, even
though, were such deliberation to become public, it might tend
temporarily to elate the Arabs and depress the Zionists. The
one thing certain is that the consideration of such a policy
was nol taken up out of any disloyalty to the Government Policy
or distaste for the Zionism aims, but as a hopeful and possible
solution of the grave difficulties which were then afflicting

the near and middle East.
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44. Ve have dealt elsewhere with the possible error made by
the Administration in not publishing the statement of policy at an
earlier date: we have also made reference to the grave
difficulties in maintaining a condition of 'Status Quo' caused by
the inordinate delay in concluding the Peace treaty with Yurkey.
One other disadvantage under which the Aaministration tound itselt
remains to be mentioned - the constant state of flux in which
the personnel was involved owing to the gradual demobilisation
of the army. It is only necessary to mention in illustration
of this that since Colonel Storrs' appointment as Military
Governor of Jerusalem, there have been four Chief Administrators,
nine a.A.Gs., five C.Cs Police, four D.A.D.M.S., three Staff
Captains "A", six Deputy Military Governors, Ramalleh and four
Deputiy Military Governors, Jericho, It 1s easy to see that under
such conditions continuity of policy can only be maintained with
difficulty. This cause may also have something to do with the
defects of organisation already commented on - the occasional
failure of liaison between C.E.T.4.{S) and the Gosy=-n-rate of
Jerusalem and the defective intel ligence svsien which resulted
in their being ignorant of the Zionists' duplication of Government
until informed by Mr. Herbert Sarmel and of the daily drilling of
"Jabotinsky's army" when that proceeding was the comacn talk of
the town.

45. Aafter the examination of the allegations made under the
headings before mentioned, the Court is cleerly of opinion that
no case of general bias has been made out against the Administra-
tion and only such cases of individual bias as have been dealt
with by the Administration itself. The Court is of opinion that
while no doubt occasional mistakes have been made, such as might
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be expected in an organisation of ordinary human beings acting
under conditions of extreme difficulty, the Administration has
loyally carried out the policy laid down for 1it, endeavouring to
hold the balance with the greatest exactitude between the warring
sections of the population, with results on the whole to the
welfare of people and country which ought to be the subjct of

sincere gratification to the British Government.

B.

CIRCUMSTALCEH
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43. W%e have now arrived at a stage at which we are able to
appreciate the condition of affairs during the weeks immediately
preceding Easter 1920. The whole native population, Arab and

Christian, was in a condition of active hostility at once to the

7:onists and the British Administration, their sentiments inflamed

by a sense of their own wrongs, their fears for the future, and
the active propaganda of various anti--British and anti-Zionist
elements working freely in their midst. The signs and warnings
had not escaped either the Zionists or the idministration. The
Zionists were seriously alarmed and repeatedly referred to the
Administration. The Administration were in receipt of full
information from their agents, both as to foreign activities and
as to the propaganda carried on by the various clubs. It is not
denied by General Bols that he and his officials had ample warning
of the extreme danger which threatened and though Colonel Storrs

inclines to consider the actual danger at the Nebi Musa Festival

itself was greater in the preceding year, the majority of witnesses

are not of his opinion.* It seems to have been evident to every-

body /

* The Defence Scheme prepared by his G.0.C. troops actually
contemplated an attack on the Jewish population.



1ody that & stoTm was beating vp and might burst at any moment.

47, A greas difriculty with which the Administration was
faced was the inadequacy of the poiice force. as far back as
Jane 1919, Cclonel Bramley, Assistant adrinistrator of Public
jecurity, had drawn attention to the makeshifs natere of the
existinc force and the ipperatise need for an eariy and thorough
re-organisation of a permanent police forze, ecpecially in view of
the contemplated redvction of the garrison. geveral schemes Werce
put forward by this officer, but financiel ccnsiderations
intervened and an actaal reduction in the turce appears 1o have
ween in contemplation. Colorel Gabriel in his letter of the 8ih
jeptember 1912, while approving of the scheme propounded, stated
"It appears to me, however, that bey-nd improving what we have
got, any re-organisation should row be deferred till the pezce
settiement .eecv0o...... there are o revepues in the country
1o meet the erxcess of expencditure involved in ihe propcsals
and no Tunds zan be raised as in time of peace"., Colonel Bramlerr
continued to press the matier and 10 point out the dangers
sipvolved in an inadejuste and ha'f trained force. Tt is
unnecessary to go into Cclonel Rramiey's figares in deteil, full
particulars of the scheme being cet out in tne appendix, bat it
suf fices to state that the absciute minlmm estzblishment for the
Jerusalem district is set cut as fourteen officers and three
nundred and seventy other ranks, acccrding 1o the memorandunm in
Colonel Storrs’ exnibits. The actual nunbevs availabie at the
time of the riots were eight officers ard one hundred and eigaty
three other ranks, with five men attached from Headguarters.

This number Lieut. Howes, formeriy O.C. Jerusalem Police, states,

and he has not been contradicted, is tctally insdequate even 10
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55.
police Jerusalem in normal times.

As regards the pmaterial of the police, it appears to
nhave possibilities, bat at the time of the riots it suffered fruin
jnsufficient training and control: furthermore, it was not
considered reliable in cases where their patriotic oT religious
sentiments night be involved. T7This comes out markedly in the
Defence Scheme which expressed the view of the G.C.C. where it
is stated that "In the case of universal internal trouble the
three thousand police must be reckoned with as a potential
hostile factor".

48. The garrison of Jerusalem at the time of the riots 1is
stated to have been as folluws:-

1st Bn. The Yorkshire Regt.

5Cth Punjabis (less 2 coys.)

51st Sikhs (less 2 ooys.

10th I.M.h.Brigade (less 1 battery).

1 Sec. 35rd Machine Gun Bn.

No.9 Light Car Patrol.

18th Coy. Sappers and Miners.
110th Combined Field ambulance.

It appears however that the machine gun section had been
previously disbanded and eight guns handed over to the Yorkshire
Regt. which regiment found the personnel. The Defence Scheme
contempl ated the eva uation of the Jews from the Jewish Quarter

within the city. In the actual event this was found

impracticable.

49, /



49, On February 27th 1920 occurred the first of the two

great political demonstrations which preceded the events of
Easter week. It was held with the knowledge and permission of
the authorities. The Zionists were alarued and two days before
the date fixed, Dr. Bler saw General Bols and suggested the
inadvisability of permitting a demonstration in view of the
tension in the country. General Bols took the view that
organised processions of this kind could be controlled and that
they acted as a safety valve. The demonstration which was
attended by between two and three thousand persons, passed off
quietly and the police kept the people well in hand, in spite
of a provocative incident by the Jews in starting the Hatikva,
the Jewish National Anthem as the procession was passing the
Jewish Blind School.

The second demonstration was fixed for the 8th March.
The fears of the Zionists were at this time aggravated owing to
a raid of Arabs and Bedouin which had just taken place in
a Jewish colony in the French zone. Dr. Eder again waited on
the Chief Administrator and urged the prohibition of the
demonstration. On that occasion he made the significant
statement that "I could not be responsible for holding back the
Jewish youth if they got out of our control". The Chief
Administrator maintained his view as to the policy of allowing
these demonstrations and the demonstration took place. There
was considerably more}excitement on this occasion, the Emir
Feisal having recently issued his proclamation declaring
himself King of Syria and Pslestine. The speeches were of a
violently political character and there was a good deal of
shouting against the Jews, and the temper of the mob was

"decidedly nasty". There was an incident said to have been
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caused by a Jewish boy trying to force his way through the
procession. This started & quarrel and there was Some stone
throwing. A few Jews were injured, but the police gquickly
regained control and the demonstration dispersed without
further accident. On the other hand it is only fair to state
that Lieutenant Colonel Popham, A.A. for Jerusalem expressed his
appreciation of the exemplary behaviour of the Jewish Communities
in avoiding all forms of provocation. There is no doubt that
the attitude of the mob on this occasion was seditious.and
extremely threatening and the only satisfactory feature was the
success of the police in maintaining control. The complaints
made against the police on hearsay by Dr. Eder at this time
seem to have been quite unfounded. As a result of these
incidents Dr. Eder wrote on the 9th March formally protesting
against the policy of permitting these demonstrations and
pointing out their danger 1o the Jewish Community. The Chief
Administrator was convinced that the time had arrived to put an
end to them and issued the prohibition dated the 11th March 1920.
50. The approach of Easter week with its inevitable
religious disorders and the coincidence of the Christian and
Jewish festivals with the Moslem Nebi Musa Pilgrimage was the
cause of serious anxiety both to the Jewish Community end the
Administration. There is certainly evidence that an
indefinite presentiment existed among the people that an
attack might be made on the Jews at some time during that
festival. Threats were uttered and warnings given to
individual Jews both in Jerusalem and in the country. It is
necessary to observe here, however, that 1t is not an uncommon
occurrence for the Moslem population in the East, when
relations are strained, to indulge in vague menaces of this
character and the approaching gathering of bioslems in

Jerusalem would naturally suggest itself as a suitable occasion
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for their execution. Apart from the intelligence reports put

in by Dr. Eder which are not evidence, there is little more

than individual warnings and threats of this character to be
relied on. Suﬁsequent events, however, do point 1o the
conclusion that the determination had been come to by the
firebrands of the political agitators to take advantage of

any occasion which might offer to raise a disturbance and that
agents provocateurs were present at the pilgrimage with that
intention. There is, however, no evidence of any definite

plan on the part of an organised body of rioters and the whole
affair has the appearance of spontaneity. We will refer to this
zspect of the outbreak sgain on considering the actual occurrences.
51. The Nebi Husa rilgriaage is said to have been ordained

by the Sultan Salah el Deen. It is not a feast of the tfoslem
year, but is fixed to coincide with the Jewish Passover and

the Christian Easter. The probability is that it bears a
sjailar yelationship with these two festivals to an ancient
spring festival to be compared with the Egyptian Shem el Nessim
held on Easter ifonday and that the Sultan Salash el Deen gave it a
religious character. On the other hand it is said that this
Sultan, observing the crowds of Jews and Christians who flocked
to Jerusalem at this time of the year desired for political
ressons to attract a large force of oslems to the city who

might be relied upon to counteract any attempt by the rival
pilgrins to seize the city. The feature of the pilgrimage 1is
the assembling of pilgrims, bearing their local banners from the
surrounding villages at Jerusalem. Those from the nearer
villages and Jerusalem itself asseible on the Friday before
Raster. The proceedings start with a reception by the Military
Governor of the Sheikhs of the Haram el Sherif with their

flags; a procession is formed and proceeds to the house named
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Dar el Kebireh in the city, where the flag of Nebi Musa is kept.
The flag is taken out, the procession proceeds to the Haram el
Sherif where prayers are sald and at the close of the service
the procession proceeds through the city debouching by

St. Stephen’'s Gate. At the bifurcation of the Jerusalem -
Jericho, Jerusalem Abu Dis roads, a tent is erected, where the
aduinistration officials, notables and guests await the
procession, After the ceremony a portion of the pilgrims
proceed to the tomb of Nebi Musa, which is midway between

Tilaat el Demin and the Dead Sea; the rest camp or return to .
their villages if near by, or to Jerusalem. No ceremony 1S
per.ormed on Saturday, but on Saturday or Sunday the main body
of the Hebron pilgrims comes along; they are late owing to the
distence they have to come.  ionday is the big day at the tomb
of Nebi ifusa itself and all the pilgrias reach the tomb that
day. The pilgrims return on Thursday.

55, The pilgrimage has always been officially recognised

by the Government who used to provide the necessary troops and &
band in honour of the ceremony. The proceedings are under the
direction of the Grand Hufti of Jerusalem.

A certain amount of turbulence has always characterised the
pilgrims and the Turkish Government made excuse of the
ceremonial troops provided to take elaborate precautions to
prevent disorder. The city was customarily garrisoned
with a battalion and the 0.C. usually brought in from
two thousand to three thousand additional troops into the
City in Easter week as emergency guards, making a total of about
four thousand troops. Under pretext of doing honour to the

procession, the Nebi Musa pilgriuas were completely surrounded

by /



60. -G .

by troops whereby contact was avoided with the spectators ard
quarrels confined to personal differences between the members
of the pilgrimage. Such quearrels were smothered at once and
no general outbreak was possible.  The wisdon of the Turk,
pased on long experience of the wrangling sects, preferred
prevention to cure, & point which neither the Administration
nor the local authorities seen to have properly appreciated,
althcugh there is no doubt that the authorities looked forward
to the pilgrimage with serious anxicty. They actually
expected trocbtle either on the Fridsy or on the return of the
pilgrims on Thurséay.
5%. The actual police precautions taken by the local
suthorities were as 10llows: The force available irrespective
of troops was eight offlcers «nd one hundred and eighty eight
@:n. On the rriday as many as could be sparecd of these were
distributed between the Haran and the Ras el Amood, one
officer and fifteen men belng sent to Nebi Musa.  The
Police‘Authorities had prot-sted against the insufficiency of
+he force but no more were forthcoming. It must be remembered
that in addition to t:1s special duty, the police had to provide
for the ordinary posts and for special Easter guards at the
various Holy rlaces. On the Sunday, the day when the Hebron
pilgrims came in, the force at the disposal of the Officer in \
Charge of the procession was two officers, ten mounted men and
ive dismounted men of the Hebron police force and one officer |
and ten mounted men and five dismounted men of the Jerusalem ;
force. A question arose as to the ceremonial troops and the band.
In the first instence both these were refused. This called
forth a vigorous prctest from the Grand Lufti which was strongly
backed up by Colonel Storrs, the kilitary Governor. The

principal /




principal point at issue seems to have been the provision

of the band though Colonel Storrs states that he did

consider the grant of ceremonial troops would have

had the additional effect of assisting the police in the
preservation of order. General Bols, however, states that he
was not asked for troops for the sake of keeping order. The
band was eventually conceded and the Chief of Staff informed
Colonel Storrs that if he required troops to aid in keeping
order, the Chief administrator would apply for them, but would
not allow the use of troops for ceremonial purposes. There
use in this way had been the subject of protest from some of
the other religious communities and Lord 4llenby had issued an
order forbidding such use of the militery. The offer was to
ask for troops to be supplied without arms. Colonel Storrs
made no further application and it is fairly clear from this
that he did not seriously consider they were necessary for
keeping order.

54, The Friday ceremony passed off without incident and

it would seem that the success of the small police force in
dealing with this day's procession and the two earlier
demonstrations had an unfortunate effect in instilling a false
sense of security into the minds of the authorities. Nothing
seems to have been seriously anticipated on the Sunday. The 2
arrival of the Hebron pilgrims is not specially noted in the

table of police duties made out for the Easter fortnight, nor

in Colonel Storrs' note of the procedure to be followed on

Friday, the 2nd, and on the return of the pilgrius on Thursday i
the 8th. The Hebron pilgrias started from lebron on the
Saturday, camped outside Jerusalem and marched in on Sunday
morning, April 4th. There appears to have been no unusual

excitement, and in the view of Dr. Paterson, an old inhabitant
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of Hebron, who had seen many pilgri.ages, therc was nothing to
suggust anything likc a design to cause disturbence. The
ordinary route followed by the pilgrims on their arrivael at
Jerusalemn appears to be the Jaffa road to the Damascus G&te and
thence to the Haram. By this route they pass almost entirely
through the hioslem quarter of the walled city. On this
occasion the procession halted in the JafTa road outside the
Jaffa uate to hear specches delivered by a Sheikh nanmed [ref
el arcf. They also halted further up the rcad to hear more
specches delivered from the balconics of tne Municipality and
tne Nadi el .raby Club by the iayor and other proiminent toslems.
It is suid that the practice of delaying the procession to
hear speeches came in for the first time last year.
Prior to that the cercmony was purely rcliglous as weTe
the songs of the pilgrims. On this accasion, howvever, the
specches were of a Tlagrently political character, culminating
in the exhibition of the portrait of the Buir Feisal, who was
greeted as "King of Syria and Palestine", The portraiit was
later carried in the procession with the flags. The crowd &t
this point was gradually worked up into a highly inflaumatory
condition and it seems extremely probable that there were
agents provocateurs intermingled with them here awaiting thecir
oppor tunity.
55. Neveritheless the crowd was turned back by the police
and successfully started through the Jaf{fa Gate on 1ts road
to the Hara.. I+t has been suggested that there was a deep
design on the part of the polic: in th s changing the route so
as to make the crowd pass by the Jewish quarter. The police,
however, state that the change was made owing to the
delay caused by the speeches and there is no sufficient reason

to suppose this untrue. It is clear that the first part of
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the procession had pessed the Jaffa Gate without any untoward
incident. A cinenatograph film, which by happy chance was
taking the procession just opposite the Androusky Hotel

(inside the Jaffa Gate) shows the crowd marching along quite
peacefully with little groups dancing and giving the sword play
in the usual fashion. This certainly supports the evidence

to show that &s far as the general body of pilgrias is
concerned, there was no preconceived intention to make an
attack on the Jews at any rate on that day.

56 Ttwas while the first half of the procession was
passing tnrough th¢ Jaffa Gate that the explosion occurred at
a point outside the gate somewhere between Christeki's
Pharmacy and the Credit Lyonnais Bank. The exact incident
which caused the explosion has not been clearly ascertained -
possibly there were more than onc. The attempt to fix the
responsibility on a Jewish Chemist employed et Christaki's
did not satisfy the Court, the evidence being contradictory
and unreliable. There is some evidence to show that the
attitude of the Jewish spectators was in certain cases
provocative, but it sppears much more likely that the mine
was deliberately fired by some agents provocateur raising the
cry of en insult to the banner by a Jew. On the other hand
the evidence of l{essrs. Russell and Perrott points to the
origin of the affair being in an attack by a pilgrim on sone
person in the crowd whose psrt was taken by a Jewish soldier.

This man was not produced, but it is interesting to note that

such/
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such a man is described by Mr. hbrshsms as being in flight
from the mob immediately after the trouble broke out. It
is quite evident, however, that in the e.cited condition to
which the pilgrims round the Nadi el Araby Club had been
wrought by the speeches of the political orators and the
exhibition of Emir Feisal's portrait, the most trivial
incident would be sufficient to cause an outbreak.

57.The immediate consequence of the explosion was a volley
of stones directed sgainst the shops in the vicinity of
Christak's Pharmacy, an incident vhich points to the true
"locus" of the exciting cause being in this neighbourhood.
Some of these shops were immediately looted and & number of
persons were beaten and hit with stones. The excitement
immedistely communicated itself to the portion of the
procession which had already entered the Jaffa Gate, and in
front of the New Grand Hotel several Jews were beaten and at
least one stabbed. It is said that the Jews retaliated from
the roof of Androusky's Hotel with volleys of stones, but
the evidence &s to this is not conclusive. The crowd then
passed down into the city looting Jewish shops and assaulting
Jews and one Jew at least was shot about this time.

58The point as to the retaliation by Jews is of

importance because it seems to have impressed the lilitary
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and led thea to inagine that the Jews were to sone extent
responsible for provoking the rising. Therc is sone
evidence to show that & Iev of the Jevs were araed and
occesionally retaliated by firing on the mob. A casc in
point is the firing froa the house by the two glderly Jews
on Tuesday the 6th, which resulted in their both being shot
by the Indian troops - & tragedy which it seens probablc was
due to an unhappy nisunderstanding, the Indians being
mistaken for Arabs. Therc vere &lso sone incidents in which
groups of Jews sttacked the policy and Arsd looters. But
it is perfectly clear that with these Tew exceptions the
Jews were the sufferers, snd were, moreover, the victims of
a peculiarly brutal and covardly attack, the me jority of the
casualties being old .en, wo.aen and children.  There 1s
some reason to believe that this impression that the Jews
were conducting a species of guerilla warfare from the
houses was actively fostcred by Lrab agents end the case
cited by Lieutenant Horridge is very significant. The
presence of a number of snerifisn sgents and officers in the
town at this time, anong them Hag Ameen el Husseini, is also
extremely suspicious and leads the Court to suspect that the
agitators took immedi:te steps to .1ake the most of the

disturbance when it had broken out, even though the mob was

not/



not intelligently in the plot.

It is a little surprising thet the speeches were not
stopped by the officer in charge of the police in view aof
their inflammatory chareacter. Although demonstrations had
been stopped, it does not sapyear that any definite orders
had been given by the Kilitary Governor as to speeches and
the officers on the spot evidently thought it best in the
absence of definite instructions not to interfere.

5. As soon as the trouble Lroke out, Lieutenant Howes of
the police, took immedisate gction a&nd drove the crowd into
the town as being easier to handle there than at large.

He and Sergeant Major Harrington then turned out the

Yorkshires who were in church at the tiue. The troops

were out in sbout five minutes snd the town was picketed

and patrolled, a-patrol being sent up Haret el Yshoud whence
troub”e was reported. The Kilitary Governor arrived sbout
eleven snd he and Lieutenant Howes went round the town.

The pilgrims by this time had arrived at the Haram el

Sherif; they were subsequently collected and kept for the

night at the police barracks. The trouble appears to have

been practically over by midday, but during that short tine
occurred the great majority of actual injuries, no less than 118 -
csses being treated on this dsy &t thc Rothschild Hospital alone

Yith the exception of & reported shooting from a house about

5.30/
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5.3) p.m. “2e rest of the day passed gquietly. Colonel Bramley's

record gives tne time that he reccived the message that all was
quiet and the situation in hand as 1310 hours.
The conduct of the police at the outbreak of the

trouble scems to have been rcasonably satisfactory. They did
tneir best to cone with what, owlng to their paucity of numbers,
was the ratner nopeless task of controlling the mob. It is
evident, however, that they rapidly drifted into a condition of
relplessness which has been described by one witness as teing
equally assignable to either fear, incompetency or sympathy.
There is certainly evidence that they at times went beyond a
rere passive indifference and were not above listening io
appeals to their race sympathy or even to giving active
assistance to looters. It is evident that after an early
hour on Sunday morning they had practically ceased 10 have any
value as a force. On the other hand the various aliegations
made against the force by the Jews, such as that of being aware
of the plan and giving a signal for the outbreak and of
removing the Jewish police from the interior of the city of
design, are certainly not established, nor do they seem at all
probable. An unsatisfactory feature, however, is the fact that
several of the Arabs arrested during the riots for offences and
Arab policemen charged with misconduct seem to have escaped
without prosecution. The officers of the force did their best,
but as had been anticipated, the instrument broke in their hand.

60. The Jews in the city, as wWas to be expected, were in
a condition of complete panic, while their compatriots of the
7ionist Commission and others outside the walls added to their
fears for their fellows a fierce resentment against the
Administration and the local authorities, to whom tney
ascri’ ed all tueir misfortunes, which made them somewhat
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difficul® to deal with. This was increased late" on, Wnen a
certain number of the Jews began to get into trouble with the
yilitarye. ?hey showed a strong desire to assist, but in thelir
own way and Aas usual to work under their own chiet's rather than
assist the \dministration. °he Public Health Department had
been early on tne spot attending to the injured and were soon
joined by tne officials of tne .. Z.M.U. Lo whose nospital, at
taeir own request, the greater part of tne wounded were
conveyed.

A singular jncident wns the offer by hr. Jabotinsky
and h.r. Ruthenberg 1o place at the disposal of the local
authorities the volunteer bands vhich nad recently been
raised by these two gentlemen 1n snticination of some such
catastrophe as hal occurred that day.  rhe wnole history of
this movement 18 extremely unsatisfactory. It seems scarcely
credible that tne fact tpat these men had been got togetner
and were openly drilling at the back of the Lemel School and on
yount Scopas snoald have been knovn as 1% undoubtedly was, to
the population during the montn of March - 1t was organised
after the demonstration of the &th — and yetv no word of 1t
reacned either the Governorate or the Administration until after
tne riots. Yet tnis is what is alleged and this ignorance
can only be 4ttributed to the curious deTects in the
intelligence cSyctew wnich the cvidence occasionally reveals.
There was no attempt at secr.cy. Mr. Ruthenberg actually went
to Brig.General Jaterc faylor in March and asked vermission to
arm the force. BrigGeneral Yu-eps Taylor's answer to this 1is
that he understood ¥T. Rutienberg to be referring.to the
question of arming outlying colonies of Jews. He admits that
towards the end of March Colonel Bramley repcrted that the

Jews were drilling on Yount Scopas, but neither of them appear
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to have associated tnis with the idea of a derence foice: At
any rate as the result of his interview, Mr, Ruthenberg apneurs
to have understood that he must not arm his force. after this,
Lieut. Jabotinsky asked Colonel Storrs for permission to arm
the force - he was at the time diiiling daily behind the Lemel
5chool - but he also appears to have left Colonel Stuvirs under
the impression that wnat he wanted was amis Tor cullylng
colonies and to have failed to have made it clear that he had
raised a defence force. Dr. rAder in backing this application
apparently made it no clearer. ‘*he organisers decided to arm
their men in spite of the administration 2 though they were
unable to raise more than about thirty pieces - sO convinced
were they that trouble was coming. It is claimed that the
force kept guard in the city on the ond, but the police deny all
rncwledre of this.

&l. - On Sunday morning, as soon as they haard of the
trouble, Messrs. Ruthenberg and Jabotinsky went to the Military
Governor and offered the services of themselves and the force
they had raised to assist in restoring orcder. hat actually
took place is narrated by %r. Ruthenberg ant as Colonel Storrs
admits its gsneral accuracy, it may be accepted. In the
course of conversation both men adimitted having arms;

Mr. Jabotinsky as an ex-British officer - lr. Jabotinsky was
principally concerned in raising the Jewish Rattalions which
served with the %gyptian Expeditionsry Ferce in Falestine -
surrendered his arm when ordered to do so. Mr. Ruthenberg was
persuaded to give his up and it was not returned to him. A
discussion ensued in which Ruthenberg and Jabotinsky refused to

surrender the arns their men possessed but asked for the men 7
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te arred by the aaninisiration and used. Colorel 3Storrs seid
he pust refer the mstier to the Chief Administrator and
arranged a meeting for the afternoon. At 4 p.m. they again
net and Colonel Stcrrs iried to restore confidence in the
administration by relating the measure taken to protsct the
Jews. QMescrs. Ruthenbterg and Jabotiunsky appioved, vut
insisted on the Arad police - against whoir by this time there
were many complaints - teing disarned and the Jewish youth bsing
armed under their responcibiliiy if the acministration considered
it ne..essary. As a compromicze Cclonel Bramley suggested the
formation of a body of special constables to which Ruthenberg and
Jabotinsky agreed, but Colonel Storrs vefused. & nunber of
other propositions were discussed and agrz<d on. During the
evening ené nignt ine Jewish leaders made use of their men in a
limited way as Colonel Storrs had promised that notody should be
arresced if they dia not collect in bancs. (It is only fair to
state that Colonel Storrs denies giving any such pronise).
They patroiled the city and collected information. “he events
of Monday and Tueuday cecided the authoriiiecs to use the force and
on Tuesday M.-, Rutihnenberg was sumrmorz2d to the Goveracrate and
inforued by Colonel Storrs and Colonel Beddy, 0.C. Yroops, that
the Administration rad © -cidad in use his nmen and asked how many
he could produce. Tt was expialined theyv were to be used es
special constalbles noi arned. I.atz that night ¥r. Ruthenterg
wes asked for a hundred men 1o be presented at 8 a.m. the next
day. These they succeeded in presenting at the time and piace
naned. Two companies of aboui Tifty wen were actually sworn
in when the Administration decided to suspend the crder and it
was not proceeded with. It was ir. Jabotinsky who selected
the men and he was 1n constan* consultaticn with the officials

up to the time of his arrest on April 7th.

On ,
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On the 18th April Mr. Rathenberg writes tc Coicnel

storrs stating that calm having been restored to the city, he
had demobilised the ngelf Defence", 10O which Colonel Storrs
replied with the decidedly disingenous letter of the 21st
April, asking vhat was meant by "Defence Corp=" as the
administration had no cognisance of such a bodve Mr.Ruthenberg
admits that in arming the COTPS nihe wishec oi tne Administration
were disregarded for the reasons already alleged - tut
subsequent events proved we Were right". The Administration
disclaims all responsibility for Mr. Jabotinsky's arrest and
places the onus upon the Military - yet the Legal Officers of
the Administration were employed to draw the charges. 7This
Coart is unable to extend jts mission into an ingairy into the
conduct of the subsequent ¥ilitary Court; bat 1in view of the
preceding circumstances into which the Court hags been obliged
to probe very thoroughly: the undoubted cause for anxiety
among the Jewish Commnity, the admitted purely dsfensive
intention of the crganisers of the force, the constant
consultation into which both the local officials and the
Military entered with 1its le aders after the disturbances had
broken out, the actual enrolnent of a portion of the force as
special constables with the active help of ¥r. Jabctinsky;
taking all these matters into account, together with

Wr. Jebotinsky's record as the organiser of the Jewish
Battalions for the service of the British Army, the Court feels
itself obliged to record its opinion that the arrest and
prosecution of Mr. Jabotinsky was ungenerous. o doubt the
persistent impression that the Jews were in some way concerned
as aggressors as well as the Arabs, in spite of the fact that
the Arab casualties were practically negligible, is largely
responsible for the attitude of the Military Authoriiies: and

undoubtedly /
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undoubtedly the repeated attempts of the Zionists to take action
irrespective of the Aathorities was embarrassing and a cause °f
exasperation, but other and milder metrods might well, in view
of all the circumstances, have veen acopted.

82, At 4 p.m. on the 4th a conference was held at the
Governoraie at which were present Colonel 3torrs, Filitary
Governor, Colonel Pramley, Lieut. Howes, Colonel Reddy, O.C.
8th Brigade, Major Buriows, 0.C. 51st Sikhs and Ceptain
Condon, Brigade Major, 8th Brigade, to discuss tre situation
and make the necessary military dispositions for the night. It
is important to bear in mind that previous to this conference,
both Colonel Storrs and Colonel Beddy had re:zived waraing that
further trouble might be expected in the town the next daey. . As
3 resalt of this conference all troops were removed from the
central quarters of the wealled city next morning at 6 a.m. with
the exception of one platcon which was left in the rlaran
enclosure. “he inner picket consisting of two platoons was
concentrated in the old Turkish Barracks just inside the Jaffa
Gate. The British guards were left on the gates. This
removal of the inner pickets prrved to be a very sericus error
of judgment.

4s to how this decision came about there is,

unfortunately, a direct conflict of evidence. Colonel Beddy
admits that the withdrawal was militarily unsound tut states
that he yielded to the strongly expressed wish of the Hilitary
Governor that all trcops should be withdrawn early in order to
enable "business to proceed as usual". Colonel Storrs on the
other hand, while admitting his anxiety to re-open the city,
declares that the decision was that only the outer cordon
should be withdrawn so as to enable the narket produce to come
in and that he intended the inner pickets to remain untii
further notice and cites Colonel Bramley's record of events-in

confirmation /




~onfirration. Colonel keddy relies on the definite

recollection of all his officers

April 8th protesting against the ina

793,

and points to his letter dated

ccuracy of Cclonel Eramley's

record. If Colonel Storrs’ and Colonel Bramley's record is

correct, it is curicas that we find Dr. de Sola Pool giving

evidence to the effec? “hat he met Colonel Sterrs late on

Sunday night and was assured by him that he foand everything

quiet and proposed 1o take off the military guards next

morning early. It is also singuler that ail three of the

military officers who attended the conference should have left

with the same impression of what had been decided.

In view of

these facts, the Court can do no more than record the conflict

ot evidence. The result was anfortunate.

63, Dburing the night of Sanday - Monday, everyoning

appeared quiet. Rarly on Monday morning the Hebrcn pilgrims

who had been confined for the night in the Police Berr

~onducted to the Haram and thence out of the city by

Gate on their way to Nebl Musa.

Sts

arks were

Staphen's

They made a gooG deal oX

noise, shouting according 1o one witness for "Emir Feisal el

Sultan", but no incicent cacurred as they were closely guarded

by trcops. Discrder, however, brokz out in

the city again at

about 8.30 a.m. Great panic again prevailed amongsi the Jews

and the officers in charge cn this and suhsequent days complain

of having been :onsiderabiy harassed 1in their work by false

intelligence given by the Jews, probably not intentionally, bat

under stress of excitement and fear.

4 certain amount of

retaliatory shooting occarred on this day and there is evidence

of attacks and arrests by Jews of Arab fellaheen suspected of

looting. A man named Mordecai ¥alchi was arrested for shootlng

Arabs on this and the previous day from the balcony of his

ot 4 Y A ORI A e F R R
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house. The Indian escort of the prisoner was attacked by &
crowd of Arabs led by an Arab policeman, intent on lynching the
prisoner and on this occasion, three N.C.0s. of the escort were
stabbed by some persons among the attacking mob. Several
murders and violent assaults on Jewish men, women and children
are reported. Various cases of looting occurred, the most
important being the looting of the Talmudic College, a building
which was set on fire in some way not definitely established
the following day. Martial law was proclaimed at 3 p.m. on
this day and the police, against whom a number of serious
charges had been preferred, were then withdrawn.

64. On Tuesday, notwithstanding that the Military were
now in control, conditions of panic prevailed and a considerable

number of Jews came in from the Arab quarters and were
| accommodated in a synagogue in the Jewish quarter. Two fires
were recorded on this day, one being in the Talmudic College
previously mentioned. Looting and violence continued. Héjor
Hedog-Jones states that "in the absence of both police and
soldiers, the breaking open of shops in the New Bazaar, and
looting was absolutely unrestrained". Two cases of rape were
reported - a Moslem girl was killed by a chance shot and some
shooting was reported by Jews from the houses. It was on
this moming, however, that the case of the Moroccan arrested
by Lieut. Horridge occurred and it is quite possible that other
alleged shootings by the Jews were really the work of agents
provocateurs of this character. It was on this day that the
two elderly Jews fired upon the Indian troops and were both
killed. In the Moslem market near New Street, the Arab mob had
to be fired on by the troops before the patrol could get to the
house where the cases of rape occurred.
By the evening of this day the position would seem to

have /
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have been got under control. After this date occasional

incidents are reported. Slight panic on Friday, the 9th, and
locting of an empty Jewish house on Saturday, the 10th. Except
for this the situation would appe ar to have beconme normal.

65. It is somewhat remarkable thatl so much looting should
have been carried on even after the declaration of Martial Law.
A good deal of this no doabt was due to the intricacy of the
streets in the old city and the Aifficulty of efficiently
patrolling what is really a species of labyrinth. There seems
also to have been a tendency to rely on fixed posts and a certain
want of initiative in interpreting the orders given with respect
to these posts. The evidence given in the case of Samuel Haramaty
certainly seems to establish that this man's life might have been
saved if the officer mentioned in the evidence, whose identity it
has not been possible to fix definitely, had realised the paition
and permitted medical &id to be given to him without delay. Once
the situation was got under control, it was effectively maintained,
but it was undoubtedly too long a time before effective control was
attained.

66. The total casualties reported amount to 251, of which
9 died, 22 were dangerously wounded and 22C slightly wounded.

The heaviest sufferers were the Jews who sustained the
following losses:-
13 gi%éggéusly wounded,
193 wounded, making

a total of 216. Of the five killed, two were killed by the
troops in circumstances previously related. The wounds of two
others were also due to bullets. The rest were victims of the

Arab attack with knives, sticks and s tones.

The /
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The Moslems sustained the following losses: -

4 killed, all vy firearms,
1 dangercusly wounded,
20 others wounded,
maeking a total of 25. Among the four kilied w..> the Moslem
girl, who seems to nave been the victin of a random shovt.

In sddition to the above casulaties, 3 Christians (two
wounded by firearms) and 7 soldiers are reported wounded - all
apparently at the hands of the Arab mob.

From these figures it is clear that the incidence of
the attack was against the Jews and that the attack against them
was made in customary mob fashion with sticks, stones and knives.
411 the evidence goes to show that these attacks were of a
~rowardly and treacherous description, mostly against ©o1ld men,
women and children and frequently in the back. The total
retaliatory efforts of the Jews and the M1litary Authorities
resulted in only 25 recorded casualties.

It is said that a number of fellaheen suffering from
sl ight wounds may have ascaped to the country, tut the samll
number of casualties recorded against the mob is significant.

The alleged use of firearms by the Jews does not seem
to have been very effective, the total pumbe of non-Jews
suffering from wllet wounds being 8, i.e. € Moslems and 2
Christians. It must be borme in mind that the military patrol
on at least one cccasion fired on the Arab mob and although the
officer in charge states that he did not see any casialties,
it 1s scarcely probable that none actually occurrcd in view of

the fact that 15 rounds were fired at a range of about 25 yards.

it /
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It is interesting to add that no attack was made at

any time ageinst the officers and men of the British
regiment, nor were British officers nolested if we except
one or two attempts at rescuc of prisoners: the attack was

entirely directed against the Jews.

67. The Compensation Committee appointed to estimate
the losses by looting, etc., had not éuite completed its
work when the Court rose, but up to the 7th June, the total
claims put in amounted to £.E.7.,41k, of which sum
£.E.62,515 wus for goods and £.E.12,198 for cash. The
claims examined ur to that date amounted to £.E.59,763,
of which £.E..9,976 were for goods and £.E.9,786 for cash.
The total smount at present approved of is £.E.22,500 for
goods; of the cash a certain proportion has been
established by proof, but there is no evidence to establish
the remainder and the Committee was still considering the
course it ought to adopt as to this. The goods recovered
amounted to the value of £.E.333 odd. Practically all the
losses were experienced by the Jewish Community: only four
Moslems and one Christian putting in claims apart from a
claim for £.E.H00 put in by some gipsies as damages
resulting fron an attack ade on them by some Jews.

Details of the various losses will be found in Major
Hedog-Jones' report. Claims for losses through death,
wounds, or loss of labour have not been considered to be

within the province of this commission nor has one for

£.E.2,000/
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£.E.2,000 fron a uan for the violation of his two
daughters. lajor Hedog-Jjones also says: "I personally
saw 1any houses which had been cleared of evcrything, even
the cupboards being torn out of the walls snd the woodwork
of partitions, doors and cupboards and windows completely
removed. Some very pitiful cases were encountered where
whole families hed becn bereft of everything and young
couples just starting 1ife had lost all they had collected

for their homes".

EXTENT OF RACIAL FEELInG IF PLLESTINE.

68. It is impossible to exaggerate the gravity of the
position crcated in Palestine by the various misunderstandings
and indiscretions narrated in the foregoing report. On the
one hand we are faced with a native population thoroughly
exasperated by a sense of injustice and disappointed hopes,
panic stricken as to their future and as to ninety per cent
of their numbers in consequence bitterly hostile to the
British Administration. They are supported and played upon
by every element in the Near East of an anti-British
character and sre ready to throw in their lot with eny
leader wﬁo vill rise in revolt against Allied Authority.
Already it is said that elaborate plans are being discussed
and dates fixed for an insurrection which aay involve the
whole of Islaa in the Near East. In this connection the

evidence/
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evidence of Dr. Paterson and Colonel Braaley is worthy of
careful consideratlon and although a good deal of plotting
and conspiracy of this character aay be said to be endemic
in the Bast, the signs and warnings openly displayed cannot
safely be ignored. It has been said by the Zionists that
the gopular excitement is purely artificial and largely
the result of propagenda by the effendl class, which fears
to lose its position owing to Jewish competition. It is
sufficient to quote the evidence of ldajor Waggett with which
the Court finds itself 1n full accord, when he says: "It is
very important to realise that the opposition 1S by no means
superficial or manufactured, and I consider this a very
dangerous view to take of the situastion".

On the other hand ve have the Zionists, whose

impatience to achieve their ultimate goal and indiscretion are

largely responsible for this unhappy state of feeling, now
bitterly hostile to the British Administration and suffering
under a sense of injuries inflicted, which, in their view,

ought to have been anticipated and avoided. They are ready

to use their powerful foreign &nd home influence to force the
hand of this or any future Ldministration. If not carefully

checked they may easily precipitate a catastrophe, the end of

which it is difficult to forecast. hile it is certainly not

a case for despair, it is equally certain that what is needed

is a very firm hand exercised by the Mandatory Power, making
it quite clear to all parties that while the Balfour

Declaration/
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Declaerstion is a chose jugee which will anost inevitably be
executed, the tdministretion will nevertheless hold the
scales &s between all parties with rigid equality: that the
7ionists must be content to exercise pstience and gain ther
Nationcl Home by such gradual and reasonable methods as the
country is capable of supporting and that the native
population ust cease from allowing themselves to become
the catspaw of anti-Allied and anti-Christian conspirators
and learn to acquire a perfect confidence in the
Administration's fira resolution to protect thea and their
interests in the country which they have an undoubted right
to consider thelr own.

D.

CONCLUSIONS.

69. The following sre the considered opinions
submitted by the Court:-

1. That the causes of the alienation and exasperation
of the feelings of the population of Palestine are:-

(a) Disappointument at the non-fulfilment of
promises nade to thea by British propaganda.

(b) Inablility to reconcile the Allies' declared
policy of self-determination with the Balfour
Declarstion, giving rise to a sense of
petrayal and intense anxiety for their
future.

(c) Misapprehension of the true meaning of the
Balfour Declaration and forgetfulness of the
guarantees determined therein, due to the
Joose rhetoric of politicians and the exaggerated :
statements and writings of interested persons,
chiefly Zionists.

(@) Fear of Jewish competition and domination,
justified by experience end the apparent control
exercised by the Zionists over the Administration.

(e) Zionist indiscretion and aggression, since the
Balfour Declaration aggravating such fears.

(f) Anti-British and anti-Zionist propaganda
working on the population alrcady inflamed
by the sources of irritation aforesaid.

2./
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That the Zionist Conmissicn and the officisl
Zionists by their inpstience, indiscretion and
stteapts to force the hends of the Adainistratim,
are largely responsible for the present crisis.

That the fdainistication prior to the riots on the
vhole .aaintained under "ifficult circumnstances an
attitude of equal justice to all parties and that
the allegations of bies put for erd by both sides,
Arsb snd Zionist, ¢re unfounded.

That the Administration wes considerably hampered
in its pelicy by the direct interference ol the
Home Authorities, and particularly b, the fact that
the late Chief Political Officer, Colonel
lleinertzhagen, acted as a direct channel of
coxsunication with the Foreign Officc independent
of the High Com.iissioner and submitted to the
Foreign Office, advice, not only independent of

the High Coanissioner, but at tiues contrary to
the latter's considered opinion. '

That the non-publication of the Foreign Office
declaration of policy, though rejected for serious
reasons, vasS an e€rror.

Thet although the deliberation over a policy of
accepting the Emir Fcisal as titular Xing of
Palestine uight have ag:raveted the local situstion,
had it become publicly Xnown, therec is not
sufficient evidence to shov whether it did so
becone knovm to other than the Zionists, who
undoubtedly vere slarzed at it.

That the ifilitary Governorate of Jerusalem failed
to make adequate preparations for a possinle
disturbance at the liebi ifusa Pilgrimage in spite of
the receipt of wsrnings and a.plc Znowledge of the
situation, such failure being probably due to over
confidence induced by the success of the police
authorities in hand ing earlier demonstrations.

That in spite of the prohibition of political
demonstrations no Gefinite instructions were issued
by the ililitary Governorate to the police to prevent
the delivery of inflamaatory speeches on the
occasion of the MNebi isa pllgriaage.

That the decision to withdraw the troops {rom inside

the/
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the city at 6 e.m. on llonday, April 5, whoever was
responsible for it, was &n €rror of judgnent.

10. That the Hilitary were slow in obtaining full
control of the city after lartisl Law had been
proclained.

11. That the situation &t present obtaining in
Palestine is exceedingly dangerous and dcnands firm
and patient handling 1if a serious catastrophe is
to be avoided.

(Signed) P.C. Palin ) :
liajor Genéral )Pr651dent.

" G.H. Wildblood, )
Brigadier General )

YMembers.
" C. Vaughan Edwards,)
Lieutenand Colonel)

" A.L. McBarnet, )
Judge Courts of)Legal
Lppesl, BEgypt. ) Adviser.

Port Said.
1st July, 1920.
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(1) Telegrem Nol75, August 3, from Jerusalem to Foreign

(2) Telegram No. 9426, August 3, from G.H.Q. Egypt to
Mar Offlice.

(3) Telegram Nc.85816, August 3, from War Office to
G.H.Q. Egypt.

(4) Telegrem N0.939G.I. August 3, from G.H.Q. Egypt to
¥ar Orfice.

(5) Telegram No.{Unnumbered), August 2, from Jerusalem
to Forelgn Office.

(6) Telegrem Ko0.924@, July 31,from Civil Commissioner,
Baghdad to Forelgn
Office.

(7) Telegram ¥o0.85792, July 30, from %er Office to
G.H.Q. Egypt.

(1) Sir Herbert Samuel asks if there is any objection to
Felsal going to Switzerland or Italy from Haifa.
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Paper 1), G.C.C. Egypt, stetes Governor Heuran invited
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(3)War Cffice state that without orders from Yar (Office
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into O.E.T.A. East should be made.

(4)Situation report. Damascus guiet. Sherif Nasir is at

Deras with force.of Rédoutns aweiting Beisal's instruct-
.ions.

(5)Instructions sent to British Lisison Officer, Damescus,
e persons wishing to enter Palestine.

(6)Proposal of Civil Commissioner, Beghdad, tnat Feissal
should be offered Amirate of Mesopotamia.

(7)%ar Office forwerds suggestion as to chain of command

in Egypt and Pstlestine, and réquest Genersl Officer

Commending to state his views.
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out orders fram the Var O0fflco

1t must bo

clcarly undcrstood that with

no agvarce teycnd preaant voundarics of Pelestince into

0 E.T.A. Eegt should Tte made.

S of S. U.S.0f S, Scc .
Ay, "},*’}“2~\"': L -"},.‘H.G. MOGIO.

Ad.{D.Relode

c,2.Copres tO:
y Lord Curion.
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D4,00 D,D-%.0. F,O-(hr.Ol.’_phant).
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Dusne 0B5B 3eEo0 20,
Recde OBCO 4,6, 20.

-32 C., cipher 3rd. MoAT A
V.

In reply to your €5780 DrN 0. Oof 2Gth. Regaraling

.

Doven and £s Salte Covemoyr Hauran invitcd our occupation of
verea and declared ? peoplec with nim. 5.4 that time Foisul was
at DarAscUSe As soon a8 I heard +rhat Foisul had arrived &t
De-ga I sauggestod to Sir H, 3aucl to ask Feisul to canfirm
preouneste Mo repiy has beon rcccived, Cecuvaticn of berua
ané Es Salt will, in mY oninion, simplify rrgyenticn of

reids into Palestline &8 WO srell he venind ralders snd at samc

time we shall bo no moru valnerahle than We aro novie In view

.. 0f bad comaunications and disturbed and truculont inhabaitants

b 4
1 camot say same of (3 grouns omitted)ra and northern arca.

Hove always recoresuntod to you extonsion of our boundarics mast
be‘by consent and shall adhere 1O this, A situation which would
make even our present holding rgquire meinforcements 1ls easy to
jineziae and you cannot tnerefore ask me for the guaranice your

9 ceanratch cmittede T can onlv say we can certairly occuly
trape-Jecrdania and can prchably malintain ourselves there withcut

roinforce.ncnte

C.2.Copics to: £cof 5. Uudc0l Sc fecs F.0 (L Olipnunt)
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Poroohrase.
Yrom’- . uP sy « bu.pt . h
To:- %er Oiflce.

Repeated:~ Mcsopotania; C.H.Q2, ond tilghCon.,
Conutantinoplo.

Coopctehed tw 16 .35 3.B:.20.
_Re(zb.t\ ed:- 18,30 Se 8.~00

929 G.I. eirher Avgust 3rd- FRICRITY "A".
Intel]igcnco T bories cenas unconfirmed rcport as follows :-
Bz2olirs:-
Darascvs quadte Freneh are nci cdvancing scuth,

sh.eptif-Feair s ob Deraa with large force of Bedoulus awaliing

? giving
Feisul's 1nstrClecuSo Danascug Coverrment is (? group orittad)
i+ scems orders to Icraa officlals . uri-Shaalog hes Jolired

Frenecli. (FErnds).

C+2., Copi~s to:-

S.of €. U.S.0f S. Sec.

Aa'r..-‘o c&.hﬂlsGo D'- _.A;nGs MG On
cC.I.6.5., D.C.I1.G.S.
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A‘f”]:?c 2Ev 3- EA- 60 20:‘
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Lerdfvrezone Parig. I.D.C.00
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A (D N.T e
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I. oL .Fopya)e I.C.0Or Garbett).




SECRZT,

PALGArH A3E,

From - 4ar Offic-.
Zo - G,E.3. =gypt. ‘ |
Tesp., 22.00 30/7/20.

85792 ciph-r (M,0.3,) (0152/5586)

1. Som~ doubt oxists a3 to chnin of Comrund in Egypt

:nd Pel-stine, Suggest Tollowing as msst suitable, -

. e oo

G.O‘_C,, EOEIF‘ Com'flﬂnds - “

(a) ZIrorps in Egypt. These should be all under one
'~ Ccymander, to b- called G,0.C, =gypt. ]
(¥.3. - Zgyptian Army is not includ=d in thie i
€Command.

(b) Troops in Pal-gtine., Th:s2 should b: all’under
G.,0,C, Pal:stine,

{¢) 1iroops in Cyprus under 0.C, Troonps, Cyprus,

ihe High Commissioner, Zgypt, is titular C.-in-C, of

w e

troops in igypt, and the High Commissioner, Palzstine, is
titular C, in C., of troops in Paleatine, neitherv however can

. give. these troops executive comuands, but must forward tholire

requeste to G,C,C., E,3,7., who vill then issue esuch ord>rs as heo

thinks suitable to G,0,C, Zgypt and G,0,C, Palestine
Te8pectively.

rPert 2,
2 Ho tegserve in taz hands of G.0.C,, I.2.F. is

provid:d by abov: composition. Two cours-=3 e22m op:n to m221

this -

(a }J6,0.C,, E.2,F, to retain at any time as his Reserve
a portion of the Torces in 3gypt ov Pal-atina,
3:18h Hariion net be msved or engaged without
his apncoval, H2 would b2 raeponsidbl: for the ~
moving of wrintecczm:1ts bitwean 3gypt and |

Pal-stin: according to civcumstancas,

(v)



C.

2.

(0} 74 car-mack C-ivo drigad> as G.n vel R -s-7y-.
2al3 dres not seen desirable owing to tha

832cial v spon=tibiliti-s of this Force
in cona:zctiun with local d~f:ne>,

Please wi:s> your views.

Copies to:- Ariy Council, -
D=3 U., D D.~n.L O,
N.OZ., 3., 5 4.
Dal., DD, 1,
¥, 7.2, and C.
=.7.6,, D.B, D . D 0.5,.D.
S.PZ. D.O,, D, 4.%.6,
Le:d Cu”zcr
F,0. (wr. 011ph1”t)
¥.0, lwp, Csbavna)
1.D.C.3,
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TELEGRAM FROM

No. —TT0

Dated  3rd isug.192C,
R‘y“"v(d eth -.Lug'lgbo

1

T 9471

E.

/74

cir H.,Socrmuel
{(Jerusaler)

E :Turkey .

, Last Paper.

579&5‘0/

(Print.)

(How disposed of.)

. UG o 1920
TURKRY, N BLYer

Next Paper.

€99

Cccupation of Trans Jordenia,

L

Statecs thhat Sheikns from across Jordan cote
in Gaily icviting Zritish Loministration of
s balt. Before sending detachmont to occupy
Ts ~alt would propose to inold meetins of 3ll
tribes who would give unanimous invitatioo.

( Msnutes.)
rb.- "l.( . t'u- l /
P‘!“ Al (4 .D.h.l/ 0.e. ;wtr
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Paper:/(ub-
mitt Aug.b.

4

Contents:
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(1)Tel:Nc. 69,Aug. 5,from Foreign Ofrice to Jerusalen
(E 9355/2/44)

(2) " Xc.7$6,Aug. 2 from Lord Allenby to Foreign office
(B 9402/2/44)

(3) » " 795 " 2 from Lord Allenby to Emsmgs cffknx
Jerusalem. (E 9401/2/44)

(4)Draft ¥o. July 28 from Foreign Cffice to Paris.

2615 (E 9106/2/44)
(5)Tel.No2.17C Aug. 3, from Jerusalem toO Foreign Office

(1) Sir K.Samuel is informed there is no objectlon to
Feisal proceeding to Switzerland or Italy.

(2) end (3) Lord Allenby reports Jerusalem telegran aBk-
ing if Feisal may be sent to Suez, it being necesesary
for him to leave Palestine ae he is conducting anti-
French movement. Lord Allenby has informed High
Commi sesioner that he will wait for Foreign Office
instructions before agreeing to proposal.

(4) Report of conversstion between Lord Curzon and M.
Eerthelo*. The former etatee that H.ﬁ.Government
would view with concern disappearance of Feisal fronm
the scene. MM.Rerthelot's reply inferred that French
would probably depose Feisal in last resort, but that

Emir
they had no intention of substituting XXX Said.

{5) Sir H.Semuel reporte that Shelihs from across Jordan
invite British administration of Es Salt. He proposee
fo hold meeting of ell tribes who xould give uranimous

ijnvi tation before sending detachment to occupy Es Salt.

) Seale wils om Sypen folo

(Jﬂ) S A Srrncd il AL7 rro Lot Aeeeaed
(G llegran obof&d o el $2 e
- Oxplanne K JAel ool . AP wr g€
hiy nifpley i rghl comoclon B2 forzibildy
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Degypher. 3ir H.:ismel, (Jerusalex
. { st gsm.mzn.

D 12,15.p.7. August 3rd.1920.

Re 11.3C. 7.7, Aust 6W1.13230,
No. 170,

eikhe from acrass Jordan came in ( Ydaily)
{nviting 2ritish Administration (2 groups unaecypaerable)
notaules of .ult. lefare saiing detectnemt (7sroup
auitted) occupy Salt would propose 1o hold meotdng of |
all tribes whe wauld ive unminous initatior, '
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Ragw,y}g Trans Jordania.
Nembey (E 9524/85/44 . Telegram to Jerusalem stating that Deraa is north of
FROMForeign office Sykes Picot line and cannot be occupied.Extension of
gimite(Telegram Lo British occupation in French or French Arab sphere is
erusalem). undesirable, as is also occupation of Salt, Kerak and
N Amman, Suggests he should let it be kmown that
0.

French authority will not be admitted in area south of

' k « En t b
Datedth August 1920. Sykes Picot line quires as to possibility of Emir

Zeid being made ruler of area between Palestine and
Received ‘tth August 1920.]the Hed jaz.

E: Turkey.

Last Paper.
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{Registry No. J - -

® | L5

Draft. Despatcehed
Sir . Saxuel,

Jerusalen 4
c 7 Your telegr.:s Nos. 156, 161 and 164.

Telegram. Deraa town and station :ppear both

P e S ) v/ ) i
Yo t to te north of Sykes - Picot line and
Cypher. carmmot therefore be occupied vy us. You
Very Urgent. ‘ will see from War Office telegram of

;‘f,/' . 29th. July, No. 85780 that I consider

I .

any imrediate extension of our cccupation
in French sphere cr French rab srhere

;/ { | [f ¥ Tltotn unnecessaly and unwise. T..ere reuains

tr.e question of possible cccupation of

\77 A& . {/ Salt, Kerak, and possibly Amman. Tnis
o an 42;:ca Concumninet

would ir my opinion te undesirable unless

, there is some clear indication trat the
( French are endeavouring tkrough tne

Damascus Government to extend thieir own

influer.ce scuth of Sykes - Picot line ;
‘Z%fa(— W wrich runs a mile or two scuth of
@ 24 /‘//’7 V"’ Deraa, Bosra - Eski - Skan, and Sal-
1 // ¥rad. So lorg as Governcr of Deraa
\///4?/%&:Zi mointains his present attitude there
appears to te some risk of the French
erforcing treir claim over Deraa itself.
Tpis would result in a position by vhich

re would te responsible to Damascus fcr

,»\\J; areas north of line and question vould
) arise/

[300] iss71. Wies473a/72. 5000, 4/17. R.&L.,Lud. Q(o

o~ : . SRR
.
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~rise vi.eti.er remainler gf Fis jurisdiction
was8 unuer Darascus or not.

I suggest trat you should let it te
¥novm forthwith trat in area sguth of the
line we will not admit French authority
and tunat our policy is for this area
to e iniependert tut in closest relation
with Pulestire. ZEuastern tourdary of
Palestine will te fixed by agreement
tetween us and Yrench down to Sykes - Picot
line tut scuth of that line by agreement
vetueen us and local autrorities.

Whcre is Dwir Zeid rnow?

Is t:ere ary praspect of his teing
accepted as Emir of tie area teiween
Talestine and tile ¥ejaz south_of,

Sykes - Picot line. If so it might
te desiratle to negotiate boundaries etc.

vith rim.




.\‘ ;

Cypher telegram to 8ir H, S8amuel (Jerusalem),
Foreign Office, 6th August 1920, 4 p.n,
¥o., 70,

YERY URGKNT,

Your telegrams Nos. 156, 161, and 164,

Deraa town and statien appear both to be Ferth
of 8ykes - Piocot Line and canmot therefore be occupied dy
us, You will see from War Office telegram of 29th July,
No, 857680 that I oconsider any immediate cxﬁmion of our
ocoupation in French sphere or French Arad Sphere both
unnecessary and unwise. There remains the question of
Possidble occupation of Salt, Kerak, and possidly Amman.
This would in my opinion be undesiradle unless there is
someé clear indiocation that the French are endesavouring
through the Damasous Govermment to extend their own
influence south of S8ykes « Picot Line whioh runs a mile or

two south of Deras, Bosra - kski Skam, and Sal-Khad, So
long as Governer of Deraa maintains kis present attitude
there appears to be some risk of the French enfercing their

claim over Deraa itself. This would result in a position
by whioch he would be responsidble to Damasous for aress
north of 1ine and question would arise whether remainder of
his jurisdiction was under Dsmascus or not,

1 suggest that you sheuld let it be xnown forth-
vith that in ares south of the line we will not admit French
mithority and that our policy 48 for this area to be inde-
pendent but in closest relation with Falestine, Eastern
boundary of Palestine will be fixed by agreement between us
and Fremch down to Sykes - Fioot line but scuth of that line
by agreement between us and local authorities.

Where is kmir Zeid now?

Is there any prospeot of his being aococepted as Lmir
of the area betweenm Palestine and the Hedjax south of Sykes -
Piloot line. If so it might be desiradble to negotiate
boundaries eto. with him,

Kepeated to Alexandria ¥o,717,
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./ Reni , Occupation of Trans Jordania .
‘e L E 9542/85/44. ReFors to F.0. telegram No. 70 (E 9524/85/44)
: States records and maps in Jerusalem show Deraa as
TELEGRAM FROM

south of Sykes-Picot line.

Strongly urges occupation of Trans Jordania south
of line, and represents facility and cheapness with
which it could be administered, and the disappointment
. that will be felt by Sheikhs if occupation does not
Dated August ‘rth 1920. |take place. Disturbances enevitable with development
Reccived Augast 9th 1920.]of French activity.

Represents strongly, undesirability of making Zeid

8ir H. Samel
(Jerusalem)

No. 178  Very urgent.

o ruler of Trans Jordania.
E: Turkey. (3epeated to Alexandria).

| L&St Paper. | (Minutes )
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PALETINE. Rk

Decypher. 31r H. Jgmel {Jerusalem) August 7th 1820.
De 7.3D pom. August Fth 192¢C.
" Rs 10.30 a.m. August 8th 192C.
No. 179. o

Your telegram No. 7C.

Records here define Sykes Picot as line Tiberias-
Bosrah-Zski- ham, map of one in 252,000 shows Deras
south of this. As tO0 coumry southwards present Jordan
1ine is very bad fromtier strategically, economically,
and politically. Please refer t0 Ly memorandum vritten
before departure from London. Information gathered
here emphasizes conclusions. Teri*it.ory up to Hedjaz
railway could be admimistered through tribal orgamza-

~tion supervised by two British district Governors and

anall staff.

Police force drawn from tribes with British
officers.

Coumtry agriculturally rich, reverue would cover
cost of (? administration of) road-building (? stations)
and leave considerable surplus after this 'year for
general expenses of Palestine.

This year small cost of adrdnmistration could be met

by (? grain) taxes still un-collected and obtained
without difficuliy,

Very small number of troops required as occupatio: g

greetly desired by tribes and (? econonics) in garrison

.. of Palastine facilitated by better frontier. Political

4

effect/

|




133

-2 -

effect on all sections of population west of Jordan

excellent because finel recognised occupation would

prevemt raids being orgamnised, would enarle small parties

of robbers %0 be arrested, would prevent possibility

of stoppage of Palestine food supplies as happened last "
.~ year with Jisastrous effect on prices, and would prevem

another power oJ-ablishing influence there.

After fall of Dumascus a fortnight ago leading
Trans-Jordanmian .heiks came here to invite British
occupation, are 20w leaving (? from) disappoimiment
at no answer and disturbed at Consuvamtinople reports of ‘
French propaganda throughout Trans-Jordamnia.

Could sum.on them 8ll to fresh meeting where forual
invitation would be given by them. These conclusions
embody unamimous opinion of all ny officers with know-
ledge of courtry and I can give assurance that occupatien
can be effected without fighting and maimtained without
additiomml expense; and am advised presemt tramuillity |
of coutry due to general expectations of Eritish
occupation. If decision delayed imer-tribal quarrels
and disturbances almost inevitable with (7 probable)
developement of French activity.

Zeid is in Haifa.

—- qm;'ondv-_.‘- o

Will go with Felsal to Europe, informed him that
ship available and (group undecypheratle) Oxford (group
undecypherable) .hheiks and tribes east of Jordan utterly
dissatisfied with thereefian Govermernt most unlikely
would accept revival on even less efficiemt basis and
even smaller resources.

1t/
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-« e
It would mean comtimous disorder on our border.

Zeid carries 1ittle weight and 1acks persorel qualifi-

cations needed t0 establish authoritvye.
az railway and sparse population

1 suggest Hed)
comrol of King of Hedjaz 1f

eastvard belng under

undesirable to bring within our gpheree.

General Congreve is in Egypt. General hea has

his telegram and emtirely concurse

seen v
179; Trepesated

Addressed to Forelgn Office No.

10 Alexandria. Please inform Egyptforce.
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Draft.

SIR HERERT SAMUKL

Tclegran
¥o. §o.

Cypner

VERY URGENT

for War.0lfice concurrence.

¢
)

’ 4 .
&iy 5 “Q' kp /M/ {
i (xeX (67136) We. 33475 12 Gp. 163 10000 1.20 W B & L
?5 (!, (671944)  41468,77 ., 25000 3.20

F.0.,

Dok q b g

Augustfy 19 o
Your telegram Xo.l1l79 and your private

tclegram 10.180.

French Governmcnt repudiate the sugges-
tion tha: they are endeavouring :2 extend
their influence into the British sphere.
This teing 8¢ il..I.G.aish to &avould any ap-
psarance of exploiting the eitiation or of
folloring Frencn lead in Lorthern Syria.
They are esccordingly oppoéed to military
occupation of Trons-Jordaniz. In any case

War 0ffice definitely refuse to furnish

troops or undert-ke respousitility for eue-
sequent comitentils which might result. At
the same *time H.[.G.fully recognise the darn-
ger ¢f a2lloving Transe-Joraania to :elasse
into a stste of anarchy, and agree that any .
genulie wisn on the part of the inhabitaﬁts
for Tritish help in ilocal admiaistration

Bhiculd e &cceded to. We fear hat ithe

iz .ealate/

#
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1amediate inclueion unier the Paléstine

[y
-

. o~

~amiristraticn as suzh of Trars-Jordania

‘-I
cven within the Xeinertznagen line zight

sive a handle to nalionalist agitators and

result in a change of senitiment on the parte

3

()

€ those who now express a wish for our ,
advice end assistance. W¢ would then be
faced with a choice bciween withdirawal or ¢

tary occupation which we are not pre-

3
[
'__;
ke

p-red to contemplate. ¢ have consulted
?Laytoﬁgnd Decdes and erc of opinion that
..c test means of securing a genuine end

L
Fs

Jr any extcasion ol Bridish
snoministracion towards the past is to give
..€ people of Trans-Jorcania an opporiunity

o5 realising gradually thne tenefits wkich

..is administration will give theu.

~.e firet step should be to send & few
.1 tacie political officers w0 such places
«5 Se&it &and nerax, proviacd that no miiit-

8COrs8 alse necepsury .0 cnesure their

by
.-
~
'

paliciy. Niomes of suitable ofiicers can



Registry No.

Draft.

(xs) (67138) Wt 23495 12 Gp. 163 10070 WBeL

1-20
(67944) 41468,77 " 25000 3-20

136

F.0.,

{
te suggested from rere if ycu have

ncne availsable, but appointmentis rmust for

vae present e limited to areas specifically:
recommended by you and epproved by us.

The duties o these officers snculd be
confined to encouraging local self-govern-
ment and o giving such advice as ic aexed §
for by the peoplé. T.cy sncaild essist in

the formatlion of murdicipal and district

self-zoverning uvcdies end lose no oppor-
turd ty <7 encouraging trade with Palestire

and ol empnasizing the fact that Palecstine

i1s the natural cuilet for Trans-Joraeania.
The inclusion of Prans-Jordanian districts
in the adrinietration of Palestine will

oe more easily effected wnen the people
have had a better oppcriunity of expresrcing
a definite and final desire to accept not

only the advantages vut also the obligations

f British —.ﬂénmm ‘ ' -
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Your telegran Xo.179 and your private

telegram No.180.

French Government repudiate the sugges-

tion that they are endeavouring to exténd

their influemee into the British spheXe.

This being so H.M.G.wish to avoid any ap-

pearance of exploiting the oi tuation or of

following Preneh lead in Northern Syria.
They are u_cordilngly‘ opposed to military
oacupation ef trm-lordm;.

War Office definitely refuse to furnish

troops or undertake responsibility for sub- |
uéﬁont eomd treents which might result. At
the same time H.J/.0.fully recognise the dan-
gor of allowing Trans-Jordanmia %0 relapse

into a state of anarchy, and agree that any ’.

genuine wish on the part of the inhabdbitants

for British help 4in loeal administration

should be aeceded to. We fear thal the

imnediate/
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In any case
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immedi ate {nclusion under the Palestine

admini stration as such of Trans-Jordania

fl i .
even within the Meinertszshagen line might

i
i
g‘
7
¥
¥

4

give a handle to Eationalist mtuiorl nnd;\
resylt in a change of sentiment on the M
of those who now express a wish for our
advice and laui stance. Ve would then be
faged with a choioe bstween wi thdrawal or ;
military oocupatién which we are not pre-
pared to oéntmluo. ¥e have consulted
cxuytoz*nd Deedes and are of opinion that
the best means of securing a genuine and
lasting desire for"aw extension of Brittlbé
admi ni stration to;rdl the Xast is to give
the people of Trans-Jordania an opportunity
of realising gradually the bencfits whiah

this administration will give then.

The first step should be te send a few

sui table poelitical offieers to such plaees

as Salt and Kerak, provided that no milit-
ary escorts are neocessary to ensure their

safety. Names of sui tadble officers ean

be/
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be suggested from here §if you haiow

none avqalnblo. but aypotnt-ont-_nu-i fo?
the present be limited teo areas specifiecally
roog-npndoi by you gad‘gpprovcd by ua;

Th§ du;iol of these gfticogn should be
é;nranoi to oneon;-gtns‘looul jclf;govorn-
iont ;ad to giving éudh advies as is asked
for by th; people. Thoy ihogléwgalllt‘tn.
the to;-ntaon of municipal and distrioct
;olg-;ovqrnlug bodies amd looo‘no oppor-
t#nlty of oncour;ging tfiAo with Pl}g-;ino
and of enphast 54 ng g_ﬁo fact that Palestine
is the natural o;;lqt for Trans-Jordania.
The inclusion of Trans-Jordanian districts
in the adndngofrqxion of Palestine will
be mere easily effegted when the people

have had a better oppertunity of expressing

& definite and final desire to ascept net

only the advantages but also the obligatioms

(il 1ly

|

of British rule.




ment is the Prope of His Britannic Majesty's Government, and sheuld l

be returned to the Foreign Office If not :gulrod for official use.]

BN

Cypher telegram to Sir &, scrmel (Jerusalen)
Foraizn Office, 1lth Ausuot 1920, 9 Pl
Mo, 80 '

"EIEEEEERNE AR R R A

Your tele,rem o. 179 and your privete tel esran
No. 180.

French Govermert repudiate the suggestion thet
they are endecvouring o extend their influence into
the British sphere. This beins so, His e esty's

Government wish to avoid any appearance of exploliting

the situastion or of following rrench lead in Forthern
Syrila. They are accordingly opposed to militery
occupation of Trers-Jordanila. In ary case Wer Giflce
definitely reiuse to furnish troops or undertcke respousi-
pility for subsequent commitments which mighit result, At
the sane time lils Majesty's Goverrment fully recosnise
the danger of cllowling Trans-Jordenia to relapse into a
gtzte of anarchy, and agree that any gemuine wish on the
pert of the inhepitanis for British help in locel edminis-
tration should be acceded to. e fear that the immediate
inclusion under the Palestine administration as such of
Trens-Jordania even witnin the ifeinertzhagen 1ine might
give a hendle to liationsdist eglialors am result in a
change of sentiment on the part of those who now express a
wish for our advice and assisiance. We would then be

faced with a choice between withdrawal or militeary

occupatlion



2o

occupation which we are not prepered to contemplate, We
rave consulted Clayton and Deedes and are ol 0pinion that
the best means of securing a genuine and lasting desire
for eny extemnsion of British adidnistration towards the
Best is to give the people of Trane-Jordaniae &an
opporvunity of reelising gradually the benefits which this
adininistration will give then.

The first step should e %0 send a Tew suivable
political officers to such places &8 Sall and lerek,
provided that no militery escorts &re necessary 10 ensure
their safety. Names of suitabie officers cen be
sugzested from here i1f you have none avecilable, but

anpointmets must for the presemns be limited to ereas

specifically recommended by you and approved by usg,

The duties of these officers should be confined to
encouragivg local self-government and to siving such advice
25 1s asked for by the people. They should &ss8igu in
the formation of municipel and district selfi-governing
bodies and lose mno opportunity of encuuraging trode with
Pelestine and of emphasizirng the fect tihet Palestine is
the natural outlet for Trans-Joracnis, The inclucion
of Trans-Jordemian districts in tie sdiministration of
Palestine will be inore easily effected wiien the people
rave had a besher opporitunity of crpressin; a definite and
final desire To cccept net only the e.dvcnﬁages but elso
the otlizatioms of British ruls,

Repeated 50 Cairo Fo., 727,
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/ 50
T . Occupation of Trans Jordanlia
Qm}g 9599/85/44 . states Ee Ts deeply convinced that it would be a
‘TELEGRAM FROM grave error of policy not to include Trans-Jordania
. in Palestine.
-(-{——m—biﬁ H; 3 ugi;r(lal’emsalem) It will lead to anarchy or French control across

the border, involving larger garrison in Palestine.

No. 180 Very Urgent Enquires if occupation will be authorised 1f there is

versonal and Private. | spontaneous formal and public demand from heads of all
Dated ‘1th August 1920. | tribes and districts concerned.

Received 9th August 1920.
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b hosstl wslallalon 03 Yenal & Mo rpsliiea

(1) Tel.Xo. 179,iug.7.from Jerusalem to Foreign Office

(2y =~ ™ 70 " 6, " Toreign Office to Jerusalevr.

(3) » zes * 7, " " " to Lcrd Teroy.
(Paris) (E $£36/2/44)

(4) » » 178 " 6, " Jerusslem to Foreign Cffice

(5) * " 949 ¢I "6, " G.H.,.Egypt to War Ci-ice

{(6) " " 945 G. "E " G.H.Q.Cairo to . - Cffice

(7) Letter C152/5614Aug.from War Cffice to Foreig: *
(#.1.2) 5 (E 9447/2/44)

—_ o o o alec. To Wbﬁ»u.
(9) Tel No 12, Qugry. P Lo (€ 9599/85/4¢)

(1) and (2) Foreigr Cffice inform'ir T.Sar@ﬁﬁ {see (2) )
thet Teram is Ncri: of Oykes-Picot line and,therefore,

cannot be occupied: also thet it is coneidered undeslir-

able to extend [ ritish occupation in French sphere énd
French Aral.sphere, or to occupy Salt,lersx and Amman ure
lese French are endeavouring to extend their influence
south 927 Sykes-Picot line. Cir "".Samuel states thet re-

corids and mep show Tersa ssuth of Sykes-Picot line. He

urges cccusation of Trane-Jordanie south of line.

(3) and (4) Sir ¥.Samuel has reportied that French,having
occupied Iun_gitra vhich they are.entitled to do, have &keo
a’ppointed new govenors to Hauran, Salt etc. and have sum-
moned 8all Sheikhs aé far as Xersk a2nd Damascus. As ithese
territories are in are_a B., Foreign Office instruct Lord
Tervy s= i=form B Bersy L0 inform ¥rench that no French

rizhte can be mezxupkE recognised in thet ares.

(5) Situstion report.
(6) Wit regerd to Wer Office suygestions”.C.C.Cairo coneid-
er it uselegs to alter precent chain of command until future

of force in Egypt and Palestine is finally decided.

(7)
(3471) Wt 22218-332 50,000 1019 J. T.& S, 1ad.
(3471) Wt 42458435 100,000 3?20 J.T.&8. IL‘td. igg 2%%8%%%%;
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Var Office conucuirs in Lord Allenby's proposals regerd-
ing commundcaticas with ..rau Geverazent =nd reporte

onn or.e Bituation.
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! - War Office, rau~atel mesoporamin, )
G.H.y. and digh "ommississer, Constan vinopie.

x‘l‘O‘.'n - G.H.'{.

D€ 3P,

6,15 6.2/20,
Revi, 12,00
249 G,1. Ciphar August 6tih.

Int+1lis nce Tiberias wir:s as follows, (Beasina)
teople of Hauvan digreguriing ordero frnm Dama:cus and
preventing transport of grain thitnerv, frencn nave swrmoned
-0 Derzascus neadmen of RHauran and Ajlun,

Damasgaug guiet.

Small 3rar.fisn force 3till at Deraa,

Deputatizn ~o British has been appointed ¥y

Ji.eikhe of Hauran and nz¢ ;rcce=ded to K2ifa, (Znds ).

e S G CE—— St o - Y G S

T.2. "opies to:- S 0f 3 U.S3, of S, 3:=2c,
AG., Q¥ G, D.uiG, X.0.0,
£,¥.G6.8. D.C.I1.C.S.
D, 0,, DD K,C.,
%.0,1.2, 23, 3. 4,
D.i. 7., D.D.¥ I,
wo I,2,, 2B. 2C, 3. 3A, and 6,
D, 2,D,
Lova Cavzon, I,D.C.2, Pari?.
F o, dc. T:IInant) F.0, \ir, Csrorne)
Ao (T3 10
1.0, (Chi fepya) 1.0, (mr. Garbett )
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Decypher. Sir H.Samuel (Jeruselem) August 7th. 1920.
D. 8.5 p.me. August 7th 1920.
R.10.10 p.m. august 8th 1920.

No 180.

VEEY UEGIIY

Following for Lord Curzon.

PERSONAL AND PRIVATT,

Porgive my eddressing personal message to you end trrime

Minister. ‘

Am deeply convinced that we shall be making grave error
of policy if we do not‘now include Trans-Jordenla in Pealestine.
ip will certainly result in anerchy or French control across
the border., Either would be disastrous and iavolve larger
gerrison here and gr ater expense. I should never sadvise
Government to embark 6n militery edventure. This 1s not such.
will Govermment suthorise occupation 1f there is spontaneous

formel &nd publice demsnd from heeds of all tribes and distriuts

concerned?

1 g
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gisin) Expression of Loyalty b Chief Notables and Nukhtars
N""‘b"}E 0624/85/44. | cr-WeETus. ~oyesty oF

’ TR, L LR LAUG

Ciemp e

FROM Sir.H.Samuel. Trensmitis copy of telegram recelved from Chief Notables
(Jerusalem). and Mukhtars of Nablus for transmission to the King.

| No. C.S.64.

‘ Dated <4th July,1920.
Received  9th August.1920
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TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS: - KICOM, JERUSALEM. 2 0 0 i{(.

C 6L GOVERNMENT HOUSE
O — JERUSALEM.

) 24th July 1920.

(- )
E 9624

u Lord LA S -”l- 3
y ’ \nUL T gLy,

 ———— .t -

I have the honour to forward herewith
a copy of telegram received from the Chief
Notables and Mukhtars of Nablus for transmission

to His Majesty King George V.

I have the honour to be,
Your Lordship's

Most humble & obedient servant,

Filers.

BN

P~ el
/”’/ HIGH COMMISSIONER.

The Secretary of Stats for Forelign Affairs,

Foreign Office,
LONDON S.W.




COPY OF TELEGRAM. .. 201 12){’

*-—=To: His Brittanic Majesty King George the Fifth of England.
thro' H.E.High Commis-ioner of Palestine, Jerusalem.

We the undersigned inhabitants of Nablus and Distriot humbly presen
to Your Majesty our loyal grestings. ¥e desire respsctfully to expr
eur senss of gratitude fcr Your lajesty's gracious letter of -gooduf
to the peeple of Palsstine and we hope and pray that through the
bleseing of Almighty God and the wise and just Administration the
past gloriss of our Country may be revived and peace and concord
established.

Signeds tielmi Kadum
Abd Reuf Iddary
Ibrahim Al Rhanrass
Af1f4 Ashur
Salim E1 Khmi
Abdullah Salfety
Sakid Abdul Hsdi of Nahlus
Fares Al Masool
Ragheb Al Mahmud
Ahmed Agmar

Kamel AbAd el Hadi

Abd Aziz Hassin Hassin
Hussein Ahmad Saleh Hiilal
Mahmud Abdel Rahmen, Nablus.

¥ukhtars of Villages.
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The Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
presents his compliments to Lord Stamfordham and begs
to transmit herewitn,to be laid before Lis ¥ajesty The
King, copy of a telegram, expressing their loyaltiy,
addresged to His lMajesty LY the Chiet 'Not.sbles and

j Mukhtars of Esblus which has been received from lis
; Majesty's High Commissioner, Jerusaler.

FORBIGE OFFICE. SeTele
Aaugust 12tn, 1920.
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Hnttez AUG 12 1920
{ 5@“ﬂy frgngh and Italien guard Detackuments in Palestire
[ Numier Jg 6831/85/44.
TELEGRAM FROM Refers to Jerusalem telegram No.127 (E 8438/85/44)
Sir H, Samuel Enquires if reply can now be given.

Jeruselenm,
No. 186 lR)

Dated August 11th.1920
JAugust 12th.1920.

Receiv

E. Turxey
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11th August,1920.
D, 7.15 p.m. 11th August,1920.
R. 4 p.m. 12th August,1920.

No.186 (R)

pecypher. Sir H,samuel. (Jerusal em)

.......................

My tele..&am No.1l27.
can reply now be glven,
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his Document Is the Prope of His Britannic Majesty's Government, and should

be returned to the Foreign Office if not required for ofticial use
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(E 9831/35/44),
, 1 DISTRIBUTION,
cypner telegram to Sir H,Samiel (Jerusalem), . |
Forelzn Office, Ausust 14th, 1920, 6 P.M.
No. 86 (R).

i s b

Your telegram lo. 186,

Tnstructions were sent to iis Majesty's
Represemtatives, Paris and Rome to approach Governmenis
concerned with a view to withdrawal of Detachmerts.

Replies not yet received,
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Registry Trans Jordaniga.
Nmnbtr} B 9866/85/44.
Reports that Trans Jordan Sheikhs have enquired
TELEGRAM FR P q
a om whether they should obey orders of Damascus Govern-
. Sir H. Samuel ment who have imposed levies on Salt and Kerak
L No Jerusalemx towards French fine. He advised them not to obey
;  18%. Very urgent. such orders. They urgently ask for British occupation
Part 2. It is universally anticipated that whole region will

Dated August 12th.1920 fall into anarchy and population of both sides of
Reccived August 13th.192Q Jordan will then reproach His Majesty's Government.

(Repeated to Alexandria)
BE. Turkey
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rarts 1 & 2. (E 9860/2/44 and E 9866,/85/44)

(I) Tel Fo 187, august 12, from Jerusalem to F.C.

(2) "™ ©No 963, august 12, from Lord Derby to F.O.
(E 9822/2/44)

(I) Sir H.Semuel repcrts errival of Deputation nominated
by meeting of 400 Sheiks of Hauran and Ajlun and
Kuneitra. They stated they desired British not French
protection, but Sir H.Samuel informed them that Britain
could not repudiate Sykes-.icot ngreement. He
advised them not to obey orders of the Damascus
Government who have 1imposed levies on Salt and ferak
towerds French fine.

(2) Lord Derby states that in view of reported intention
ot pritish @overnment to make Felsel ruler of
Mesopotamia, Mr Henderson considered 1t advisable to
refrain from pressing for assurance that Ffrench sction

would not go beyond rrench rights under Sykes-ricot

agreement,
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(1) Tel No 80, Aaugust 11, from Foreign Office to Jerusalem

(2) Despatch No C.S. 87, July 26, from Jerusalem to F.O.

(I) Submitted for reference onlye.

(2) High Commlssioner forwerds report on the Haut Comité

National of Damescus, received from the British

Lisison Officer, Damescus. ’rﬂn-l'hdc( R {T‘.‘ F{
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PALESTINE. UG I3 1920
L1
EQLITIOAL.
Decypher. 8ir H. Samuel (Jerusalem)
August 12th. 1920,
D. m.w.p.m. August 12th, 1920,
R 9.0.a.m. August 13th. 1920.

No. 187.
very Urgent.

Part 2 begins:- .

One of the principal Sheiks and Mutessarif Kerak
have been to Haifa on behalf of District to getl Governe
ment's advice on situation. He(sic) gave none.

They asked me to-day whetnsr to obey orders (? of)
(? Damascus) Govermnment who have dismissed Mutessaerif
(1 gr. undec.) £15,000 Kerak, 15,000 Salt towards
Prench fine,

They urgently ask for Iritish occupation and say
that whole country desires it. In accordance with
your instructions I advised them not to Pay fine, « not
1o obey much orders « to govern tlsmselves quietly until
your decision arrives.

This situation cannot last.

Universally anticipated trat whole region deprived
of all m.shcr authority will quickly fall into anarchy.
¥¢ shall then dbe bitterly reproached by population of
both sides of Jordan for having rejected solution
pressed on us by representatives of the people.

Addressed to Foreizn Office.

Sent to Alexandria No. 20 for G.He Qo
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Numier Jp 9887,/85/44 .
TELEGRAM FROM

1 Lord Derby,Paris
No. 9 71 (P. )

— e = g ==

Dated 13th.August 1920
RecciveaL StheAugust 1920,

E. Turkey

Laét Péper.

59%5

211
E. -

T'i@(’f‘ \UL 3 1920 J

French action in Syris bexond Sykes Picot Line.

—-—f

Refers to Paris telegram No.963 of August 1Zth.
(BR9822/2/44). Reports that French Governmert are
making enquiries at (? Beirut), but he is assured

that report of intervention in Foreign Office telegram
No.885 %E 9536/2/44) is incorrect, unless it is a
question of exact bouﬁdary. X. Kammere writes pointing
out that His “ajesty's Government have not yet agreed
to definite delimitation of boundery, and suggesting
that Sir H. Samuel may be unaware of precise situation
in this respect.

L/ (Minutes)
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e Tag
FRANCE. A
L} P 1
Decypber. Lord Derty (Paris) ... 1{%, 3 :920J

D. 12.40.p.m. August 13th, 1920,
R. 3.5.p.m. August 13th. 1920,
NOQ 971. (R).

My telegram lo. 963 of August 12th.

French Govermment are making enquiries at
(? Beirut) and will inform me of resull as soon as
possible,

I am however asgsured report of intervention of
French Authorities outgide their sphere as described in
your telegram No. 885 of August 7th. is incorrect un-
less it be question of places on exact boundary between
two mandates.

In private letter from Monsleur Kammere 1t is
pointed out Hls Majesty's Goverrment have not yei agreed
10 proposals for definite delimitation of that boundary
rezulting from his conversations with Mr. Vansittart
and that possibly High Commissioner is unaware of
precise situation in this respect. Monsieur Kammnere
refers to suggestion to set up Feisal as King of
esopotamia and to the surprise afid uneasiness caused
Yo French Gover.ment thereby.

He adds that official protest on the subject is
being communicated to Your Lordship by French Chargé
d'Affaires in London.

i m&.xw atl dlmuavsath,

JZIA b
13 AUG 1920 :
FORE!GN OFFICE.
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Registry French activit%ain Trans Jordania.
thuu}E 9913/85/44. Kinute slatigg tL thecretar¥ cr S%ate says it is
unnecessary for lr.Henderson(Paris) to make
Mig:ttoeu(Fgrei: - gégige-l]. representations as Instructed in Foreign Office
=~ - telegram No.885, as matter was raised at Lympne
and French delegates at once gave satisfactory
No. assurances.

13th August.1920.

Dated
Received 14th august.1929.
] E: Turkey.
l | _
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(1) Letter No 0152/5603(M.L.8.), August 11, from War Office t'
to Poreign Office. “
(r 9702/2/44)
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(2) Vver Office forwerd despatch from G.H.Qe. Egypt,
transmitting copy of Oeneral Goursud's Ulil..tum
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FOIRIGN OQFFICE, S5.W.l.
August 12.

|
Sir X.Crovwe, !

The Secretary of State tells me thatl it is
Unnecessary for lir.lenderson to act on the instructions
contained in our telegram No.885 as the nmatter was

raised at Lymwpne when the French delegates at once gave

the desired assurance.

e i . M S A A

R.Ji.C.
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POLITICAL
FRANCE

Cypher telegram to Lord Derty, (Paris),
Foreign Office, Ausust 13th.1920, 5.C.p.m.
No. 908,

vour telegrem Nc.963 (French in area B).
Mr.Henderson's action approved. It 18 now
unnecessary 1o act on 1.n8‘bruc.t10nl in ny telegram ! 0.885.
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