




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































[SHEET XV.] _ ARCH.FEOLOGY. ' ' 401

¢The appearance of the warrior-angel of Jehovah hovering over this strong natural fortress
with which he identified himself, perhaps, is quite topical. Who knows even that the naked
sword in his hand, as that of the destroying angel (of the Mount of Olives and Moriah), is not -
in some way connected with the flame which, according to the Talmud, was lit on the deter-
mined moment on the summits of the sacred mountain ?
¢What are we to understand.exactly by Sar-Saba? The question is extremely difficult,
. and belongs to the more obscure side of the Hebrew rehglon I cannot touch on-it here.
. Let us only remark-that God himself is called {Dan. viii. 11) Sar Fa Saba, which agrees per-
fectly with Jehovah Sabaoth, There is no doubt as to the general meaning: itis “Com-
mander-in-Chief.” Thus -Ormri was Sar Saba over all Israel, It is the exact representatwe of
" the present Mussu]man Serasker, common to Turks, Persians, and Arabs.

‘We see in Daniel that many nations have their ser or guardmn angel ; for example,
Greece and Persia. The sar of Israel is Michael, who in other places in Daniel is qualified
as the chief of the power, Sar ha- malkot and the chIef of the grand chief, Sar hag -gadol ;
“Sar Michael is your chief.”

¢ Michael generally personifies the divine power, partlcularly in his manifestation of
violence, or when he combats with Satan to help man. - One remembers (Jude) Michael and
the devil disputing over the body of Moses. .

¢The later traditions do not hesitate to recognise Michael in the angel which appea.ted to .
Joshua. :

¢ Phocas speaks of a Bounos (Tell) which was situated in front of the Mount of Temptation,
on which stood a temple indicating the place where Joshua saw the Archangel Michael.

“ An' anonymous description (Allat. r3) says, that below the monastery of St. Euthymus
there was a monastery of the Virgin, whence Joshua saw the angel. Daniel also speaks of a
church at Gilgal, where they had'added a convent dedicated to St. Michael, because it was on
the spot where Joshua had his vision.

‘It results from the testimony that tradition admitted the vision of ]oshua to have taken
place during his sojourn at Gilgal. I'have already remarked that this conclusion appearedto
be indicated by the tenor of the episode and by the position that it occupies in the chapter,
although it begins with the words “at ]encho » We need not take the expression too strictly,
and may very well understand by it the environs of Jericho, . g

‘The dlsposmon of the mountains which border the plain of ]encho is such that- the
Sartabeh is invisible west of Riha, since it is completely masqued by the chain of the first
plain, and especially by the height of Ichché Ghorab, which terminates it at the east. But
starting from Riha to the east it appears at all points of the plane. -The drawing that
M. Lecomte has made is better from Teil M’gheyfer, one of the sites proposed for Gilgal.
We have also a sketch of Tell el-Ithlé; taken from Jiljulieh.

¢TI must note an observation of some interest. Coming from the east, as one approaches
]encho, Sartabah retreats little by little to the eye, between Ichché Ghorab, which ends by
covering it up completely. The profiles of these two mountains and the chain on which they
stand offer the strongest analogies, takmg account of perspective and proportion.

“It has been entirely impossible for me to collect the smallest legend on this peak ; nor
any indication except that of the iron ring and the great cavern of which Zschokke was told.

" 1 thought at first that I could find some connection between the venerated Mukém of the
Imam Aly-Joshua and the sacred Mukim, where- Joshua stood while he spoke to the angel;
but the Mussulman sanctuary is too far to the west to permit Sartabeh to be seen.’
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402 THE SURVEY OF WESTERN PALESTINE.

Kiisrah (N p)—West of the village are foundations, and heaps
of stones. ' ' s

El Makhrtk (Q p).—There is a block of detached rock here,
east of the road, in which caves, evidently artificial, are cut, forming a
square chamber like those in the rock-cut passage near Dreihemeh.
(Sheet VII.)  Similar caves are cut west of the passage, which seems to
have been a guard-house or toll-house on the road ; there are also traces

of foundations, and- of a rock-cut water-channel.
The ruin called generalty Khtirbet Makhruk consists, according to Guérin, of three Tells,

called Tell Makhruk, Tell umm Khreirah, and a third, less considerable.. Tell ummn Khreirah
. was formerly surrounded by a wall, the foundations of which only are now visible ; within it are

the ruins of buildings, and the slopes are covered with materials. Tell Makhruk shows only

the foundations of walls; the third is covered with anclent materials and ‘bloken pottery,

Guérin thinks that this place is the site of Archelais, a town built by Archelaus, son of Herod

the Great.

Meéjdel Beni Fadl (N p).

‘I found here two small and ancient columns. Numerous cisterns, cairerns, and rock-cut
tombs prove the antiquity of the site, the ancient name of which was doubtless Migdal. 1
also examined a very curious excavation here, called el Kof It is of square form, and
measures 26 feet 2z inches on each side. It is three-quarters fallen in, and offers this
peculiarity—that those portions of wall still visible are provided on the inside with small
niches, some triangular and some vaulted cut at equal distances and in rows. —QGuérin,
*Samaria,’ il 16, .

Meteil edh Dhib (P p).—Traces of ruins ; scattered stones.

El Miigheir (O q)—Ancient cisterns, and a rock-cut winepress
near the village, which is well built of hewn stone.

El Munétir (N r)—Ruined house, and small cave, apparently an
ancient watch-tower. : C

Mitintir el Beneik (P p).—An ancient watch-tower, and on
the south a cairn of unhewn stones. '

El 'Ormeh (N p).—A ruined castle, on a hxllock with a spring
to the west. Large caves and cisterns exist north of it. The posmon is -
very fine, éommanding all the neighbourhood. The rock is scarped in
places. Drafted stones occur in the corner towers, and there are traces of
other ruins.

Rijm Abu Meheir (O q).—A large pile of stones some 20 feet
high. ' '
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Ritjm es Satgh (Pp).—A ruined tower by a spring, command-

ing the valley ; possibly of Crusading date. :
Seirah (N p). '

A little to the west of Khiirbet Meras ed Din, but not on the map. Two inclosures beanhg

this name were found by Guérin at this spot. They are descnbed as large, built of roughly-
“hewn stones, and apparently ancient.

Shtnet el Masna (P p).———Foundations of a Iittle tower by a
channel of water ; heaps of stones. '

Sidh en Nukb (P p).—Foundations of square structures, perhaps
towers or reservoirs. ‘ L

‘Tell el Abeid (Pp).-—A small hillock or mound, probably
natural, wil_:h scattered stones unhewn. -

Tell es-Suweid (O p).—A rocky hillock, with traces of ruins.
Tell et Trtany (O r).—An artificial mound with modern ruins.

" Umm Hallal (P p).—An ancient watch-tower exists here. The
name is interesting, because it is on the Stirttibeh ridge, which was

one of the places conrected with the watching of the new moon. (See
Daltk, and Section C.)

5I—2



SHEET XV.—-SECTION C.

THE inhabitants of Mejdel Beni Fadl own the land which they
cultivate round Flis&4il. South of this the Jordan valley belongs prin-
cipally to the Abu Niiseir Arabs; north of ittothe Mesaid Arabs,
whose chief is termed Emtr el Mesdid

The Arabs have a tradition that the building on the top of Kiirn
- Siirtiibeh is a castle built by a certain ancient king whom they suppose
to have been called Stirttibeh, or according to some, Sabartalah.

It is 1nterest1ng, however, to note that traces of the ancient Talmudic
beacon are still perhaps recognisable in the names Daltk, ‘Burning ';
Wady en Nar, ‘Valley of Fire'; and Umm Hallal, ‘ Mother of
the New Moon,’ applied to points along ‘the ridge. .

The' Habej ez Zir is probably named from the -famous . chief .
Zir (see Sheet V., Section C.), and the water-pits near resemble those
east of Jordan, to which a tradition of Zir. also attaches.

‘The ruins of Fiis4il are said by the Arabs to be haunted by a

 Ghoul.



SHEET XVI._SECTION A,

Orocraruy.—The present Sheet contains 316°5 square miles of the plain
of Philistia, bounded on the east by low hills. The plain has an average

“elevation of about 100 to 200 feet above the sea, and the Sheet is divided

into three by the two great water-courses called Nahr RéGbin and
Nahr Sukereir, which divide the hills under the respective names
Wady es Stirar and Wady es Sunt, the ancient Valley of Sorek
and Valley of Elah. The low hills have an average elevation of about
. 500 feet, sinking gradually into the plain; two remarkable features may
be noted, the first the outlying ridge of Tell Jezer (756°3 feet at the
Trigonometrical Station), and second the white cliff of Tell es Safi
(695°2 feet at the Trigonometrical Station), both prominent features in the
* landscape, projecting west of the general line of the hills, (See Section B.)
The three natural districts may be described as follows :

First District, North of Wady es Sitirdr—On thecast
is the rocky ridge of Tell Jezer, almost isolated from the hills,
(See Section B.) The remainder of the country on the west consists of
a gentle swell, partly of corn-land round N4ddneh and el Man-
stirah, partly.a dry and barren district of semi-consolidated sand, with-
out water. The water-course appears to have found its way through a
ridge of sandy limestone similar to that found further north (Sheet VII ),
on which the village of el Miigh4r is built. The valley" below the
swell is of rich-arable soil, but the swelling ground is uncultivated and
inhabited by small parties of -Bedawin. This dry district is called
Wady Deiran, ‘The Dry Valley’ It appears to answer to the
¢ Little Daroma’ -of the Talmud, a term applied to the plain as far north
as Lydda (see ‘Quarterly Statement,” October, 1876, p. 171, and Neu-
bauer, Geog. Tal, p. 63), in which district were the towns of Caphar Bish
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(perhaps Khurbet Beshsheh), Caphar Shihalim (perhaps Shah-
meh), and Caphar Dikrin (perhaps Khurbet Dhikerin. Tal. Bab.
Gittin, 57 @). The principal place in this district is A kir, standing on
the highest part of the swell, 200 feet above sea-level.

Second District, South of the last.—The country in this
district, east of the coast road, is a fine open corn-land, hounded by the
hills and rising slightly towards the coast. West of the coast road the
land consists of rolling sand-dunes, covered in parts with rushes and low
shrubs, especially towards the north, where stagnant pools of water, sur--
rounded by rushes, may be found among the dunes. This sandy tract is
also inhabited by scattered families of Bedawin. The principal place in
this district is the large village of Yebnah. ' '

The coast consists of a narrow beach, with low cliffs of sandy lime-

stone, partially covered by the loose sand, and averaging about 9o to 100
feet above the water. '

Third District, South of Wady es StirAr—This again
presents -three kinds of country. On the east are the rolling uplands
on which stands the village of Berktisieh, in a prominent position
(585 feet above sea level); west of this is an open arable plain culti-
vated with ‘barley, lupines, melons, etc, In parts the ground is barren,
especially towards the south, where a low swell separates the plain into
two, east and west, and becomes more marked here than in fhe‘ preceding
district. ~ On this swell stand several villages, having cultivated land
round them, but the highest ground is barren, with a few low shrubs and
coarse grass, on a soil of semi-consolidated sand. The plain west of the
swell extends to the sand-dunes, and is cultivated with barley, the soil
being light and sandy, but producing fair crops. The blown sand, which
has reached inland about 2§ miles, and is encroaching upon the village of
Esdad (Ashdod), is here almost entirely bare, but a few scattered shrubs
and grasses are found in places. The olive is cultivated in this district
towards the south, round the villages of Me jdel and HamA4meh.
Palms also appear in the same direction, and at E sd tid, near the coast,
but not further inland. The sandhills throughout the. Sheet are profusely
strewn with broken pottery of dark red colour. (Compare Sheet XIX)

Hyprograruy.—The general water-supply of the district is artificial, -
large ponds with muddy banks existing near all the villages' in the plain.
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The former water-supply was by means of domed cistérns of rubble in
cement, the ruins of which are found everywhere. (See Section B.) The
stream in the- Nahr Rabin was only fordable in places in May, 1875,
and near the coast had a width of 6 or 8 yards; further.inland it is deep
and flows between vertical banks, with rushes and reeds surrounding the
‘course. The main road crosses by a bridge near Yebnah. The prin-
cipal source of the water, which is tolerably clear and fresh, is the 'Aiin
el Khitzneh. Water was, however, found all along the course above
this point, and from Tell Butidshi all the way to the sea there are
springs at intervals. The broad valley on either side of this stream is
extremely rich in corn, '

The Nahr Sukereir isa stream of similar character but smaller,
- and only commences to contain water in the neighbourhood of Esdid.

In the low hills there are a few springs of moderate supply : 'Ain
Umm Sadeh, ’Ain en Nineh, 'Ain el Mekenna, 'Ain es
Sejed; but the villages are principally supplied by wells, some of
which are evidently of great antiquity. (See Tell Zakariya, Section

s B.) This is due to the geological formation of the district, the hills con-

- sisting of a porous limestone, with impervious strata below.’
The fine spring-well of 'Ain Ye rdeh is mentloned in Sectlon B.
under the head Tell Jezer.

‘Torograruy.—The villages may be d1v1ded into three groups, accord-
" ing to the Government districts: those on the north belonging to the
Kada YAafa, those in the plain to the south to the NA&hiet el
Mejdel, and those in the low hills to the Jebel Khiiltl, all being
in the Mutaserreflik of Jerusalem. The villages in the plain are prin-
cipally of mud, with hovels one story high; those in the hills of mud
and stone, with houses rather larger. They may be enumerated alpha-
“betically by districts, as follows':

I —Kapa YAFA

1. Abu Shusheh (Is)—A village of mud and stone, sur-
rounded with cactus hedges, the water supply from wells beneath. For
the origin of the name see Section C. The population consists of 100
families. Mr. Bergheim's farm contains 5,000 acres.
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2. Akir (Hs).—A mud village on low rising ground, with cactu
hedges surrounding its gardens, and a well to the north. It has been
identified with the ancient Ekron. There are no traces of antiquity at
the place, but the site has never really been lost, being known to Eusebius

(see * Onomasticon,’ s.v, Accaron) and to the Crusading historians.

Robinson, who was the first in modern times to identify this site with Ekron, says that
cisterns, stones of handmills and other remains of the ancient city are found here.

Guérin discovered a deep well of good construction, and two other wells fallén in.  He
also_ found an inclosure to the memory of -a Moslem saint, in which were lying two marble
columns and a stone press, which seemed old. The ancient Ekron was probably constructed
like the modern town, of unburnt bricks, which would account for the absence of remains..
_ The town plays no part in -history after the rout of the Philistines when David slew Goliath,
It is described by Jerome as a village of the Jews. The Crusaders called it Accaron. It was
visited and mentioned by Burchardt in 1280, ' o

3- Barriyeh or Barriyet er Ramleh (Is)—A small mud
~hamlet surrounded by cultivated land.

4. El Bureij (J a)—A small village on high -ground, having. a
high-house or tower in the middle, from which it is named. '

5- Kerdzeh (I t).—A small village of mud and .stone at the edge
of the hills, with gardens and a well.-

6. E1 Kheimeh (H t).—Principally mud, on low ground, with a
well to the east, N , _
7. Khuldeh (I t).—A large village on the side of the hill, of mud
and stone. It is mentioned by its present name by Mejr ed Din (about
1500 A.D.}. - It has a masonry well to the west,

8. Kubeibeh (Il s).—A moderately large village, principally of
mud, with cactus hedges surrounding - gardens, standing on high ground.
There is a well in- the gardens to the east, and another to the south of the :
village.

9. EI Manstrah (I s)——A mud village of moderate size.

10. Mughullis (I u)—A village of moderate size, approached by ~
an ancient road, and principally consisting of stone houses. .

11. Ndaneh (I's)—A small mud village on low ground, ideritified
with Naamah (near Makkedah), by Captain Warren. (Joshua xv. 41.)

12. Shahmeh (H t).—Resembles thelast. Jthasa well to the south,

13. Sidtn (I s).—A small village of the same class.


















































































































































