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AS. of S o - ‘?;/
.Tiﬂis reper cpnt,a-ins the report of the Coui't of
Enquiry into the ricts in JERUSAIEN during last April.
I have béén througr the case’and I an;‘in agreément.Jwith
minute 2 1in t,his J&ck&t. '
Iio/Misc/Sat}d contains the proceecdlnge of the
,.r“-‘i"_litﬁl_r‘:)’..COLWt,s which sentenced 23 Indlviduals o

imprisonment for rioting.

|

-~

I have so far deferred sendir;lg_; t-hé procee'di,ngs of
. the militaLi;'f,; courts to the Foreim Office, as I _wis‘h
to ma‘ke one lettg;r of both the Court cf Enquir'y and ‘- the
militery courtﬂs."
I consider'.tha.t ’Lr}dpwarding the-se d;cuments to
the Foréign 0ffice, the Ar'm;r gouncil should 'e:cpress a
st,r-on« opinion that the .nat+er, wh!ch haurbeen clcsed

by Sir Herhert Samuel (see 2.B. in tbi‘q file), should

not- be ‘glven further publicit;.

Do .you cancur?
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@ E 9379/85/44 : | - - =
and addross, _ e : Fo OFFICE.
_not to any person by name, v ..\.:':.”-_ i 2 :
_ i ' (3 iy U iy b S
but to— "‘:“ i ‘ Q__:‘ e j 2 Solw.lo o
#The Under-Secretary of State,” : '2 J E\'."G 1 Sl | , . e
Fure Office, ol A -
lplhmhnSWl. 2 August 18th 1920
Sir,

I am directed by Earl Curzon of Kedleston
46 Pefer to your letter No 0152/5610 M.I.2. of d%h
instant on the subject of the enquiry into the
‘disturbances iﬁ Jeruaélem in April of thia year, Iﬁ
view of the change in the Administratlon Wﬂlch has
taken place and og\ﬁis Majesty's High Commissioner's.
expressed desire.that the report should mot be
published, Lord Curzon, as far as this Dep- tment is
concernéd,‘does pot.cdntemplate hﬁki;g any further

‘action,

The enclosures transmitted with your letter 1

under reply are returned herewith.

G am,
Sir,.
~ Your most obedient, :
e humble servant, " :
L . W g S
The. Secretary . L e :
to the Army Council., XL-' 3 " /Z =
: : ! A
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FOREIGN OFFICE
_ " oA,
. 0 :  August 18th 1920

,-‘Bir. i
- I am directed by Earl Curzon of Kedloul;on
" te refer to your letter No. 0152/5610 M.I.2. of 4tb
:iﬁtant on the subject of the enquiry inte the
digturbances in Jerusalem in _Apr-n of this jear._. In
view of the change in the ahm}ni't tion which has
taken place and of His lajuty'::ﬁ Hig dmisniéner'a
\_ : expresa-e'.d deaiie that the report should not be |
published Lord Curzon, as far as this Department is
‘concerned, does not contu;;late taking any further

)
action, ¢

The enclouu:rea trdnmitted with yaur letter
under reply are returled herewith,

I am, - : 7

sir,
Your most abeditnt 7
humble nrmt \
The Socretary e “

to the Army Cmme.tl.




Pile/stio (v1.9). 0 .
- Auust, 1920,

: wY

: I gm commended by the Army Councdl ‘o forward
"~ herewith .- :

- e The procsedinze (f the !.Lﬁtury Courts ot
' . the trfal of 2% fnidviduals Tor conplicity in
~ the Jerusalen riot.s_-'n Airrdl last.

‘{b)  .The full terxt of ths Court of ,.xquiry argenbled
1o enquire into the 21 48 in Jerusalem in April,

1920, accompented by & ccvering letter from the
G, u.L... Sgyptien E'peditiocnary Porce, Nc.B.41161

i of the 13th uuly, end further, the evidence of
“\\ 2 h‘l;:ﬁtnaﬂses end +11 exhibite placed before the

A \zO‘L'l -
These doousents are the origincl docunents end
the only “ories eva!lablo.

i -I to Lay Thé‘t the Counoil are 1n complete a.'reement
'w!th the vigue a*’pressed by Bir . or miel in his telegram
_"':@o .125 of the ljt.h July, *‘orwuwded Yo this u part..ent unde::_
. oavuz of your: letter lo. u.8436/95/44 of the 21st July, and
ucml ~tron 1y dej pre '<-t.e ‘urther pu“l'!cﬂ.y be!n, .g!ven to | :
& matter | mch ha: baen rlosed w th»s ‘cfden of hf:he ﬂ!gh

. Commi: uioner Tor zaalest.ine. ‘ o . \

M '-S1r, | .
_ : o : e Your obedient dervant,
. Q{ ‘f’f%iwxz

The Unﬂaz* Saoretaw or °+..a.t.e,

£s
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D.D.M.I,

Lis Herewith the full text of the report & the Court of
. 4} 5 .
)
Enquiry assembled to enquire into the riots in Jerusalem in
April 1920, and a covering letter from General Congreve.

~ 2.  Before commenting on the report I would draw your

.particular attention to 2 B in this file, and am of the opinion

that the War Office, in any communication with the Eoreign Officq;?

i -
should endeavour to prevent the re-opening of a matter which hag

" been.closed by the'amnesty declared by the new High Commiesioner

of Palestine shortly after,hig arrival at Jerusalem,

B As'régards the report itself, I would refer you to !
paragraph'V on page 5 relative to the Balfour declaration and ‘
in this connéciion I wou}d emphasise the fact, which 18 borne out
by this rgport, that this declaration, which was in fact an
lexpre!hion oflfhe policy of-H,M;G., has been interpreted in a '
farietf of ways by the‘people-bhiefly concerned.

; < ; J
4, It i3 my opinion that the meaning of this declaration,

namely that Palestine should be a National Home for the Jewish

people, has only been fully understood in/London by the

govérnmént departments concerned, i.e, the Foreig;\Office and
rals i ) .

War Office, and has never been unders%ood in Palestine, except

. by the Zionisots themselves.

B I:think this opinion is eubsuanti ted by the

,,appointmenf of Colonel Meinertzhnagen as C,P.0. by the Londoxn

7 : , :
iepartments, with a view to stiffening the Administration,

6, If you ‘agree to mj Opinion as expressem above in

i

paragraphs 4 and 5 of this minute, I think the natural corsllary

and it so appeara te me from the report itself, is that .the b

'meMbers cam@osing the Court themselves fail to underetAﬂd the

fact that His Majesty's Governmentwsre committed +o th '.  -




sight af the fact that H.M .8, are responsible for laying .down all
questions of policy; as an instance of this see parahraph 4 of
rage 39 of the report, and paragraph 1: on Page 21, .

%% I consider that H.M .G. as repres enﬁed_by the Forelgn
OffiQE'and War Office are partially Tresponsible for this state
of affairs, in that they did not take sufficient qteps to make.
their policy clear to the Adminiﬂtﬁation in the first plage, and
further that when they found that the Administration had not
understood and wére.not cafryinﬁ out the ﬁclicy} they did ‘not
take sfronger steps than the appointment of one officer to sge'
that it was carried out,.,. .In thnis particular cénnection see

: ST \\p ;

aragraph 32 on page 18 of the report, also final paragraph of
P P g P ’ ¢ X

paragraph 19 on pégé 12 and paragraph 31 on pa;e 18, :
8, The reﬁly to the'above driticisnzdh thaf the AdministréQ

tion were only empowered by the terms o? martial law to maintain

the 'st atus quo' in Palequine, and were not emPOWered to do more:

but the fact that H.M.G, had 1aid down a poliuj should have caused

the Administrx*ion to haV° either carried it out or to have

5 ‘;representeu that they ‘Were not empowerel to do s0; and not %to have

;  been as they were, hidebound. to regu%?mions
9, Finally, I consiMer that it would be prejudicial to
ereryone's. interest to re-open this cont*overay..
The‘adminiatration of Palestine has_changed from military
to civil power, and the gituation is quiet, =md a more 1hportuntx

L,

fa@tor than that, is the French success in Syria which is bound _




éighj of the féct that H.M G, are responsible for laying .down ;11
questions of policyﬁ as an instance of this see paragraph 4 of
nage 39 of the report, and paragrapk 35 on n;ge R ; L

7. I consider that H.M.G, a8 represented by the Forelgn 7
'—Office and War Office are partially responsible for this state
fof affairs, in that they di; not take suffic1ent steps to make
their polioy clear to ‘the Administfation in the 41rst place, and
further that when-they found that the Adminiauzzt¢o“ had not
understood and were not carry;n: out the pollcy, they did not
take stronger steps than the appointment of one officer to see
that it was carried out., In this part 1ﬂu’ar "OWF~-B;3 . see

pardzraph 32 on p?ge 18 of thé report, also final paragraon of

paragraph 19 on page 12 and paragraph 31 an page LB

8. The reply to the above crithcism is thd _the Administrﬁ-
tion were only empowered by the‘tenne of-martial law to maintain
the 'sta»us quot in Pale%*ine, and were. nou empoWered 12 do more:
but the fact that H. H.g. had laid down a policy should have caused
‘the Adm;ﬂis?r1+ion to have either carried it ou* or to have
“represented that they were not empowered to 4o SOi andlnot to have .
been as they were, hidobound to regulations.

9. Finally, I consider’that it would be p'eﬂuiicial to
everyone's interest to re-open this controversy.

The administration of Palestine nas changed from military

to éivil power, and ‘the situation is qu%et, and a more impo:tan»
3 factor than that is the Erbrch success 1in Syria which is bound
to reflect on Arab oplﬂion in Palestine in a way whicﬂ.cun only
h° favourable to the maintenance of order under the mandatcry
power' and finally, to re-open this question will give a fresn s
gpportunity to the Anti-British Jewish extremiﬁts, such as
hotinaky. to gain further prestige than they have already

'eoeasarily attained during their recent pub icity.



In any further commanication
on this subject, plense quote

No. B 8436/85/%4.

and address,

not tu any persan by name,
‘but to—

“le Under-Secrebary of State,”
Foraign Office,
London, S.W.1L

Sir,

I an directed by Earl Curzon of Kedleston to transmit
herewith for the infommation of the Anmy council, copy of
a telegram from Sirlﬂ.Samuel, relative to the report of the:
Court of Enquiry on theﬁkeruSalem riots. :

fn the circumstances His Lordship trﬁsta that the report'

will not be published without pfgﬁicus reference to.this

Depariment.

The Sectetary
to the Army Council.

ty

)H

TForeieN (JYPIC]

S.w_cl'

i}

July 21st 1920.

i ? . —

I anm,
'Sir, _ 5
; & Z
Your most obedient j
humble Servant.
. i &
N I,/; oo o ’/"Jf
z/l.éi. ¢ - (et
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WAJESTY'S COVERNFENT AND SHOULD SE REQURNED TO THE
FOREIGN O“FICE IF NOT REQUIRED oq OFFICIAL USE)..

TR

L R

PALESTINE, - .
ot poppmen
Decypher. - Slr H Samuel (Jerusalem). 15th July 1920. {
D. 7.30 p.m. I5th July 1920. - T

. R. 3.15 p.m. 18th July 1920.
No.125.

Understand that repdrt of Jerusalem ridt enauiry
hes been sent to you. Have not seen it but irrespective
of contents 1L strongly depreca$e publlcation Tﬁere
is a new administration, l?Ea.nnefs‘c,:yf has been cecla.r(-,d
_paSsions,have_subolded_and;atmosphereuat present
excellent. Publi;@tion must necessarily revive .

combroversy. Eder, 7ionist cormissioner agrees.



10

IHIS DOCUEENT PPOPERT&‘U“ HIB BRITANNIC
MAJESTY'S GOV&RNHENT AND SHOULD 3E RETURNED THE
. FOREIGN OrfFICE IF NOT REQUIRED FOR OFFICIAL USE)

2

o

o

- s pOlITIEN

_DecyﬁhEr. Sir H;Samuel' (Jerusalem). -15th July 1920.
D. 7.50 p.m. 15th Taytioze. 0 '
R. 3.15 p.m. 18th July 1920.

No.125, |

.

\\ _ 10 o T

Understend that report of Jerusalem riot enouiry
has been sent to you. Have ndt seen it but irfespective
of coﬁtents I,str'ong}y deprecate publication. = There
is & new administration, amnesty has been Ceclared,
passions have subsided and atmosphere at present _

excelleht._- Publication.must necessafily'revive‘f

comtroversy. Eder, Zionist commissioner agrees. .

i
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